PA555

Course Project Paper:

Alternative Evaluation Designs

A course requirement is to do a course project paper (suggested length 8-20 pages) and a short in-class presentation.

Please write your email address, and your home and work telephone numbers, on the front of your project paper in case I need to contact you about your project.

Project Paper Description Provided in the Course Syllabus

       The purpose of the project paper requirement is to learn more about the major methods of program evaluation and the application of those methods.  The assignment is to take a specific program or agency and to consider how you could apply program evaluation methods in that setting.  The program/agency can be one you know about, have worked in or previously worked in, or even an imaginary program or agency.  Your paper will have two main sections that examine the application of 1) qualitative methods, 2) quantitative methods, followed by a third section that assesses the appropriateness of the alternative methods.

Further Project Paper Ideas/Clarification


As indicated above, the paper will be divided into three main sections:  1) application of qualitative methods, 2) application of quantitative methods, and 3) assessment of the appropriateness of each category of methods.

1) Qualitative Methods


This section will use the material covered in Section 4 of the syllabus, in particular the Patton book.  You should discuss in detail the possible use of qualitative methods for this evaluation, such as:

· People to interview

· Types of interviews

· Draft interview guides, draft standardized interview schedules

· Possible field observation methods

· Draft field observation forms

· Program documents to review

· Possible time schedule for the evaluation

· How to write the findings in an evaluation report

2) Quantitative Methods


This section will use the material covered in Section 5 of the syllabus, focusing especially on the concepts of research design.  In this section you should describe two (or more) impact evaluation designs that could be used to evaluate the program.  A good way to proceed would be to take two contrasting designs, perhaps one experimental design and one non-experimental design.  If you choose to describe three designs, you could choose one experimental design, one non-experimental design, and one quasi-experimental design.  For each design you could:

· Diagram the design

· Discuss threats to validity

· List quantitative data to be gathered

· Provide possible draft instruments, such as interview schedules

· Discuss methods for analyzing the data, including possible dummy tables/figures illustrating how to present results

· Discuss role of statistics in this design

· Possible time schedule for the evaluation

· Discuss feasibility of implementing the design

3) Assessment of Appropriateness of Approaches 1) and 2)

 
This section will likely be shorter than sections 1) and 2).  In section 3) you can step back and make some assessment of the appropriate approach for your evaluation.  You might conclude that either approach 1) or 2) should be exclusively used, and can present your reasons.  You might conclude that a mixture of the approaches should be used, and should present your reasons, focusing on how the two approaches would go together.  Refer back to material we covered in Section 4) of the syllabus for ideas about combining qualitative and quantitative methods.

********

Documentation Standards:  Warning!

If you draw on other written materials in your paper you must follow accepted scholarly standards for documentation.  You must footnote ideas taken from another source.  You must footnote and put in quotation marks words taken from another source.  See any freshman English textbook or see some of the links on my web site.

Overlap between this Course and Your Job

I consider it desirable if you can relate this course to your work--for example, by doing a course project that helps you at work.  However, I cannot give course credit for simply turning in materials from work.  The course project must be original work done specifically for this class.  In extreme cases, misrepresentation of materials you give to me could constitute academic dishonesty as discussed below.  If you choose to do a job-related course project, you may want to discuss the project with me so that we can maximize the value of the project to you and your job while still meeting the course requirement.

