Professor Stipak

History of the Program Evaluation Field:

Stages in its Development

1. Emergence – 1960’s

· large scale studies, quantitative

· “The Golden Age” (Rossi and Wright)

2. Growth and Institutionalization – 1970’s 

· professional associations – ERS, Evaluation Network, AEA

· journals – Evaluation Quarterly (later Review)

· new methodologies, controversies

3. Cutback – 1980’s 

· end of federal largesse

4. Maturation (?) – 1990’s and beyond

