
Professor Stipak

PA552 Course Projects:  Getting Started
Examples of past PA552 course project papers are available for you to examine.  These are selected examples of excellent student project papers, and are made available with the permission of those students.  Examining these papers might give you some ideas and inspiration about proceeding on your project.  These papers are usually available from the office assistant in the PA Division Office, or else from me directly.  You can look at these papers in the PA Office, but they cannot leave the PA Office.  Return the papers to the office assistant or to me immediately when you are finished.

The project papers (5-20 pages) should explain the purpose of the project, describe the data and variables used in the analysis, and present and interpret the statistical results.  Present your findings using appropriate tables and figures which you explain in the text.  If your project uses your own data, attach computer printouts of the main statistical results you report in your paper; if your project uses a dataset I provided, you do not need to include computer output with the paper.  Keep all computer results you use in your project paper until you receive your course grade, in case I have questions about your project.  Write your phone number(s) on your paper so that I can contact you if necessary.

People can work together on projects, but you have to turn in individual project papers that overlap only to a minor extent.  All writing and final versions of tables or graphs contained in your project paper must be your own individual work.


For doing the data analysis you can use the SPSS program, or if the data you are using are available to analyze on-line using the SDA interface then you can also use SDA.  Sometimes doing some analysis using SPSS, and some analysis using SDA, works best; for example, SDA is convenient for examining change over-time for GSS data, since data from all GSS surveys are available on-line.  A spreadsheet program, like Excel, is not what you should use for the data analysis for most PA552 projects—please check with me before using a spreadsheet program for doing the course project data analysis.

For those of you considering projects using data from your work (or other data of your own)—you need right away to investigate what data are available to you.  If you get the computer data files, I can help you get them into SPSS for analysis.

Data for Course Projects

For purposes of your statistical analysis project you can use one of the datasets that I make available, or you can use another dataset that you wish to analyze.  Some of the data sources available for course projects (file names refer to files available for downloading on my web site):

· On-line datasets available on the ICPSR and other data archives.  See links on my web site.  Sites like the ICPSR site and the UCB SDA site allow you to do on-line analysis of the data files using the SDA analysis interface.

· ICPSR data archive, large range of datasets are available

· UCB SDA archive, GSS and other datasets available

· GSS data for all years is available for on-line analysis and for downloading from the UCB SDA web site and the U of M web site.  I can help with downloading data for SPSS analysis.

· Also see links to other archives

· Portland City SEA (Service Efforts and Accomplishments) citizen surveys.  This is a large, yearly, mail questionnaire survey.  Data files for some recent years are available on my web site; for example, “seaCity01.sav” is the data file for the 2001 survey.  For documentation see the appendix in the SEA report; some SEA reports are available on my web site as pdf files, on the City Auditor’s web site, and as hard copies from the Auditor’s office.  The 1991-1998 data files are available on my web site as sea91-98.zip

· Multnomah County SEA (Service Efforts and Accomplishments) citizen surveys.  This is a yearly telephone survey.  The data file (seaCounty01.sav) and a documentation file (seaCounty01.doc) for the 2001 survey are available on my web site.

· GSS 1991 survey:  Full data file (gss91.sav) is available on my web site.  A documentation file (gss91.doc) lists the names and labels for all of the variables.

· PSU alumni survey, 1995-96 graduates surveyed in 1997.  Available on my web site as “psuAlumniSurvey1997.sav”.  The file is well-labeled, but I can also give you a copy of the questionnaire.

· PSU alumni survey, 1997-98 graduates surveyed in 2000.  Available on my web site as “psuAlumniSurvey2000.sav”.  The file is well-labeled, but I can also give you a copy of the questionnaire.

· PSU survey of undergraduates done in 1999.  Available on my web site as “psuStudentSurvey1999.sav”.

· PSU survey of freshman and seniors done in 2001.  Available on my web site as “psuStudentSurvey2001.sav”.

· Budget practices of local governments:  1986 and 1996 national surveys.  Data files:  budget86.sav, budget96.sav.  Doc file for 1986 survey (1996 SPSS file is well documented):  budget86.txt.  See me for a copy of the questionnaire.

· Oregon Ballot Measure 5 surveys on impact of the 1990 ballot measure that changed local government finance in Oregon.  Total of four surveys were done of school district superintendents and city and county CEO’s, first survey in 1991, then a follow-up survey in 1994.  The 1994 surveys are the best to analyze, but you can also compare 1991 to 1994 results.  Data files:  bm5city1.sav, bm5city2.sav, bm5sch1.sav, bm5sch2.sav.  Questionnaire files:  bm5city1.doc, bm5city2.doc, bm5sch1.doc, bm5sch2.doc.  Supplementary documentation files:  bm5citydoc.doc, bm5schdoc.doc.

· Some of my instructional dataset files (see list of instructional datasets available) could be used for course projects, such as the Bank, Batters, Pitchers, RDS, and other files.
Instructional Datasets Available
The following instructional datasets are available for your use for class exercises and for practice.  They can only be used for course projects with the special permission of the instructor.  These files may be available as SPSS files or as Systat files, both of which you can read using SPSS.

	PRIVATE 
Dataset
N
Subject

	BANK
474
Salary levels of employees of a bank

BEER
35
Characteristics of different types of beer

BATTERS
567
1992 major league baseball player batting data

CARS
38
Characteristics of different types of cars

CORRECTIONS
274
Offenders in community corrections programs

CRIME
50
1970 crime rates for U.S. states

DEATH
50
Death rates for U.S. states

GSS96TAB
1500
Subset of 1996 GSS with nominal/ordinal vars, good for crosstabs

GSS96COR
1500
Subset of 1996 GSS with some interval vars

HEART
240
Health and coronary artery disease

MCDONALD
50
Fat content, calories, etc., for McDonald food items

PITCHERS
440
1992 major league baseball player pitching data

RDS
50
Infants with respiratory distress syndrome

USSTATES
50
Demographic, economic, crime information for U.S. states


Most of these files do not contain variable/value labeling, so for documentation you need to print out the text file containing documentation for the dataset (same file name, but ends in doc).  Also, some of these files are from SPSS, and you can obtain documentation on-line or in the SPSS publications.
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