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PA 552, Professor Stipak

PRIVATE 

Computer Assignment 3: Controlling for a Third Variable
Using Crosstabulation or Comparison of Means
Run a crosstabulation or a comparison of means table.  You can use SPSS or you can do your analysis on-line using SDA.  Then redo the table controlling for a third variable.

In class I will go over the logic for controlling for a third variable, and demonstrate using several examples. You can also look at my on-line help about controlling for a third variable (see my PA552 help page).
For your example be sure to choose variables appropriate for your method. For crosstabulation be sure to choose variables with only a small number of values, or recoded into variables with only a small number of values. Available SPSS datasets that have such variables include: GSS96TAB, GSS91, the PSU student and alumni survey datasets, the City and County SEA citizen survey datasets, RDS, BEER. For comparison of means make sure that the variable which you are computing a mean of is interval level (or at least ordinal level with 4-5 categories), and that the grouping variables has only a small number of values.
Choose as your example a control variable for which you have a logical rationale for using it to explore 1) causality, 2) a possible interaction, or 3) just a descriptive elaboration. If not sure what to do, just use one of the examples that I demonstrate.

Optional:  Do this assignment both with a crosstabulation and a comparison of means example. 
What to turn in for the assignment:

· Prepare clearly-labeled, easy-to-understand tables of 1) the original crosstabulation or comparison of means table showing the bivariate relationship, and 2) the crosstabulation or comparison of means tables showing the results when you control for the third variable.

· Write down how you interpret the results.

· Print and attach the SPSS/SDA crosstabulation/comparison-of-means output.

Note: I will comment in class about how in presenting your results you have the choice of presenting the tables separately, combining them into one table, and if using crosstabulation combining them and simplifying them into one comparison of percents table.
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