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PA 552, Professor Stipak

PRIVATE 

Computer Assignment 1:  Crosstabs, Scattergrams, Comparison of Means

Part 1:  Crosstabulation using SPSS 

Generate a crosstabulation table using SPSS.  Use the GSS96TAB, or another appropriate dataset.  Choose variables that have only a small number of values (2-6).  Follow our class rules for setting up crosstabulation tables.  Print the SPSS output.

Then use a word processor, or do by hand on a separate piece of paper, to create a clearly-labeled table to present the results.*  Choose carefully the title for the table and the labeling for the rows and columns.  Put some information on the table about the number of cases.  Write down at the bottom of the page (below the table) what the table shows about the relationship between the two variables.

Part 2:  Scattergram using SPSS

Generate a scattergram using SPSS.  Use appropriate (interval or ratio variables) variables from the Cars, GSS, Bank, or other datasets.  Print the scattergram.  Write down at the bottom of the page what the scattergram shows about the relationship between the two variables.

Part 3:  Crosstabulation using SDA web interface
Go to the UCB SDA website (navigate from my web site) for analyzing GSS data on-line.  Browse the codebook for the GSS, and find several variables that you would like to use in a crosstabulation.  Write down the variable names.  Run a crosstabulation of the two variables.  Follow our class rules for setting up crosstabulation tables.  Print the output.

Then use a word processor, or do by hand on a separate piece of paper, to create a clearly-labeled table to present the results.*  Choose carefully the title and the labeling for the table.  Put some information on the table about the number of cases.  Write down at the bottom of the page (below the table) what the table shows about the relationship between the two variables.

Part 4:  Comparison of Means using SPSS or the SDA web interface
Use either SPSS or the SDA web site to create a comparison of means tables.  The variable you compute means on should formally be interval/ratio level, but using an ordinal rating scale or other ordinal survey item is acceptable.

Then use a word processor, or do by hand on a separate piece of paper, to create a clearly-labeled table to present the comparison of means.*  Choose carefully the title and the labeling for the table.  Put some information on the table about the number of cases.  Write down at the bottom of the page (below the table) what the table shows about the relationship between the two variables.

What to turn in for the assignment:  All three clearly-labeled, easy-to-understand tables with the computer printout attached, plus the annotated scattergram.


*See the file “ClearlyLabeledTable.doc” on my web site for clarification on what constitutes a “clearly-labeled table”.
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