“Clearly-labeled” Tables for PA551/PA552


What do I mean when I ask you to prepare “clearly-labeled” tables for PA551/PA552 computer assignments or course projects?  What I am asking you to do is to think about and create the clearest, easiest-to-understand tables that you can.  You can create these tables either by hand or using a word processor.

The key issue is to think carefully about every aspect about how the table is presented.  Consider how to maximize the clarity of the table for the intended audience.  Think about what would be best for:

· The title for the table

· The labels for column/row variables

· The labels for the individual columns/rows

· What exactly to put in each cell

· How to format what you put in each cell

· Everything else about the table

Once they have seen a computer-generated table, many students find it hard to think for themselves about each aspect of how to best present the table.  The temptation to follow the computer formatting is seductive.  Do not be seduced!  Decide yourself about all the labeling, about what to put in each cell, about how many digits to display, about whether to show percent signs, and everything else.  Strive for clarity, presenting the important information, but avoiding unnecessary clutter.

Computer output from statistical programs, including SPSS, Excel, and on-line SDA analysis, is not presented in an optimum way for clarity of presentation.  If you think carefully about every aspect of how you can best present your table, you would never create a table just like the tables produced from any of these programs.  If you would, please seek personal counseling immediately!


Cutting and pasting in statistical computing output may be appropriate for lengthy appendices or some technical reports, but is not acceptable for a report in which you are trying to maximize the clarity and impact of your presentation.

