Using the Standard Normal Distribution Table

I recommend that you print and use the standard normal table that I have on my web site (NormalTable.doc), which is nicely-formatted and easy to read.  I recommend against using two versions of the table, such as provided in the Triola text, 2nd edition.  Using two versions is redundant, completely unnecessary, and tends I feel to confuse students.

If you need more help in understanding how we use the standard normal distribution table, then here is what you can study.
 

Review z-scores, Triola text, pp. 99-101

 

Make sure that you can convert a value on the original variable to a z-score (Just subtract the mean and divide by the standard deviation.  Look on my list of symbols handout and it shows how to do this.

 

Also look on my list of symbols handout and see where it shows how to do the opposite--to find the value for X given a z-score (Triola reference: p. 265).

 

Go over using the table for the standard normal distribution to find probabilities, given a z-score.  See Triola, pp. 245-251.

 

Go over using the table for the standard normal distribution to find z-scores, given probabilities.  See Triola, pp. 251-254.

 

Remember, there are only two things you can do with this table:  1) given a z-score look up an area, and 2) given an area look up a z-score.

 

Make sure you can use the standard normal table and can work problems like those in Triola, pp. 254-255.  It is absolutely necessary that you can use that table.  Work as many problems as necessary to be sure.

 

Then try going over the worked-out problems in Triola on pp. 257-260, and try working out problems in my problem set hand-out under "Normal Distribution Problems", as well as the additional problems in Triola, pp. 261-264.

