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PA 551, Professor Stipak

PRIVATE 

Computer Assignment 3:  on-line analysis of GSS data

Objectives:


Learn about GSS data and the UCB SDA web site (or one of several other sites that provide similar capability).

Use the UCB SDA web site to do some on-line analysis of GSS data.

Assignment:

Navigate to the UCB SDA web site via the link on my web site.  Bookmark the SDA site if you are on your own computer.

Browse the codebook for the GSS cumulative datafile.  Find some attitude variables that you think you might be interested in studying.  Write down the variable names for these variables, since you will need to know the variable names when doing analysis; alternatively, you may want to open two browser windows and copy and paste variable names from a window for the codebook to a window for doing analysis.

Run a frequency distribution using all available cases by typing (or pasting) the name of your attitude variable in the “row” box.

Examine how opinion has changed over time for your attitude by typing the variable “year” in the “column” box.

Run a frequency distribution for one year by typing “year(xxxx)” in the “selection filter” box.  For example, entering “year(1991)” would run the frequency distribution only for data obtained in the 1991 GSS.

Request a line graph to show the changes in your attitude over time.

Optional:  Look at how opinion differences between several demographic groups has changed over time by typing “year” in the “column” box and the name of a demographic variable in the “control” box.  You could also create a line graph showing this comparison over time by typing in (or pasting, but that is trickier) the percents over time for the several demographic groups into Excel, and then creating a line graph.

Optional:  Click on “Recoding Variables”, “Basic Recoding”, and read about how to recode a variable for analysis.  Then use a recoded variable that you have coded in a small number of categories, such as age, as a “column” variable or as a “control” variable.

What to turn in:


Take one of your more interesting results and create a clearly-labeled, easy-to-understand table and/or graph to present your result. You can create this table/graph either by hand or by using a word processor or other software. The key is that you carefully construct the table/graph for maximum clarity. Never copy by rote the format of statistical output. See my on-line help file about creating a clearly-labeled table, “ClearlyLabeledTable.doc”.  Staple to your clearly-labeled table/graph the corresponding print-out from the SDA analysis.  Write down a brief comment describing your findings.
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