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PA 551, Professor Stipak

PRIVATE 

Computer Assignment 2:  Introduction to SPSS

Objective:  Introduce yourself to using the SPSS program.

Instructor Demo:  The instructor will demonstrate the basics of using the SPSS program in class, and will specifically go over the following:

· SPSS file types:  data, output, syntax, other files SPSS can open

· Contents of SPSS data files: data (numeric vs. character/string data), variable names, variable labels, value labels, missing values, double click on variable name to go to variable definition

· Overview of using SPSS: data editor window, output window, syntax window, program options, using statistical procedures

· General Social Survey data
Introduce Yourself to SPSS:  Go through the following exercises in one of the PSU computer labs:



Preliminaries

· Choosing SPSS options:  Edit/Options:  I recommend that you choose to display variable names (rather than labels) in alphanumeric order, and output labels "names and labels" and "values and labels"



Part 1:  Entering Data

· Start SPSS data editor
· Enter data
· Change variable names

· Save file

· Get a frequency distribution(s) for your variable(s) (Run Frequencies procedure)

· Get descriptive statistics for an interval/ratio variable (Run Descriptives procedure)

· Print frequency and descriptive statistics results




Part 2:  Analyzing GSS96TAB file

· Open GSS96TAB file
· Note system missing codes, "."

· Use Utilities/Variables to see variable information
· Run the frequency distribution for a variable
· Print frequency results




Part 3:  Analyzing CARS file

· Open the Cars.sav SPSS file (available on my web site)

· Run descriptive statistics for an interval/ratio variable
· Run a histogram for the mpg variable, Graphs/Histogram
· Print descriptive statistics and histogram results

What to Turn In:  Printouts from all three parts, with your email address and your name on the top.
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