PA511, Winter 2008, Assn #7

Assignment for 2/28/2008
Topics:  Government Performance, Performance Measurement,

 Program Evaluation, and Information Resource Management
Read:

· Cropf, Ch. 11, pp. 270-274, Ch. 15
· Stillman, Ch. 10, read or at least skim pp. 298-322

· Do and be ready to discuss in class the following:

1. Examine the City of Portland’s annual Service Efforts and Accomplishments Report for one year. You can find these reports on my web site for years 1999-2007. They are in the “PerfMeasures” folder/directory, and the naming is obvious. For example the file for the latest report, the 2007 report, is named “SeaReportCity2007.pdf”. Here is its exact web location on my web site:
http://web.pdx.edu/~stipakb/download/PerfMeasures/SeaReportCity2007.pdf
You can also pick up a printed copy of the report in the Audit Services Division, City Auditor's Office, in the old city hall building.

Examine the report closely enough to be able to discuss what it presents.
Possible Presentation/Essay Topics:

Prepare an oral presentation and written essay about the practice of local government performance measurement, especially in the Portland area, drawing on other written materials including materials linked on my web site and on the GASB web site.

Prepare an oral presentation and written essay about the origin, implementation, and impact of the 1993 Government Performance and Results Act.

Prepare an oral presentation and written essay about another topic, that you approve with me, concerning performance measurement, program evaluation, or information resource management in government.

Presentations on book reports or other topics (see course syllabus)

