PA511, Winter 2008, Assn #6

Assignment for 2/21/2008
Topics:
Decision-Making and Budgeting, continued from prior week

Human Resource (Personnel) Management

Read:
· Reading from prior week (will probably still be covering some in class)

· Cropf, Ch. 14, Ch. 9, pp. 205-214

· Stillman, pp. 340-342

· Read, and be ready to discuss in class, one of the following two case studies, your choice:
1. "American Ground: Unbuilding the World Trade Center", in Stillman, Ch. 6.

2. “What Brought Bernadine Healy Down?” in Stillman, Ch. 11.

Focus on the issue of what we can learn from the article about human resource management.

Possible Presentation/Essay Topics:

Prepare an oral presentation and written essay about the practice of human resource management in public agencies based 1) on your personal experience in HR and 2) some additional reading on HR (you might start with the Wise article in Stillman, Ch. 11).  In your class presentation focus on what you've learned from your personal experience about HR.  In your essay focus on critically examining your personal experience using concepts from the HR literature.

Prepare an oral presentation and written essay about the nature/culture/functioning of close work groups in public agencies based 1) on your personal experience and 2) on some additional readings (Work groups are important in the extensive "human relations" and related literature; you might check the "socio-technical systems" literature in particular).  In your class presentation focus on what you've learned from your personal experience about work groups.  In your essay focus on critically examining your personal experience using concepts from the literature.

Presentations on book reports or other topics (see course syllabus)

