PA511, Winter 2008, Assn. 2

Assignment for 1/24/2008
Political, Organizational, and Legal Context of Public Administration

Finish Writing and Turn In on 1/24:  Essay on ASPA/NASPAA web site (see prior class assignment hand‑out)

Read:

· Michael Elliott, “They Had a Plan”, in Stillman, Ch. 13.  Be prepared to discuss in class.  What does this case study say, if anything, about the distinction/relationship between policy making and implementation--i.e. the old politics-administration dichotomy?

· Cropf, Ch. 4
· Stillman, Ch. 13, pp. 400-404

· Stillman, Ch. 14, pp. 438-441

· Optional:  Skim for major concepts (or read if desired), Matland, "Synthesizing the Implementation Literature:  The Ambiguity-Conflict Model of Policy Implementation", in Stillman, Ch. 13

Possible Individual Presentations (and associated essay) Topics:

Prepare an oral presentation on a job/program you have been involved with that provides an example of public administrators involved in or influenced by politics.  Describe clearly the involvement of politics in administration.  In your paper relate your experience to ideas from the course readings (e.g. W. Wilson's essay) and/or other readings dealing with the role of the public administrator.

Prepare an oral presentation on the influence of politics on public administration, but not drawing on personal experience but instead on scholarly reading—start with the course readings and then add some additional readings.  For the additional readings you might go to the library and look at what other public administration textbooks say about the topic.  You might compare and contrast the different perspectives and emphases given in different textbooks. 

Presentations on book reports or other topics (see course syllabus)
