PA511, Winter 2008, Assn. 1

Assignment for 1/17/2008

Topics:  Introduction, and The Study and Practice of Public Administration

Read:
· Croph, Ch. 1-2

· Wilson, “The Study of Administration”, and Stillman, "The Study of Public Administration in the United States", in Stillman, Ch. 1

· Casamayou, "The Columbia Accident", in Stillman, Ch. 4.  Think about and write some brief notes about what this case study shows about the practice of public administration.  Is this case consistent with the idea that politics and administration are completely separate?  Be prepared to discuss this case in class.

Web Work:

· Visit the web sites for ASPA, www.aspanet.org , and NASPAA, www.naspaa.org (You can link to them via my web site, if you want).  Write some notes about what you find on these sites.  Be prepared to discuss your observations in class.

Write and Turn In (Due 1/24):

· Write a 2-3 page essay on what the ASPA and NASPAA web sites show about the field of public administration.  (To be graded on a 3 point scale)

Possible Individual Presentations (and associated essay) Topics:

Prepare an oral presentation and written essay on the influence of Woodrow Wilson, especially his seminal essay, “The Study of Administration", on the field of public administration.  Research this by examining writings in the public administration:  first examine some of the introductory public administration textbooks, then perhaps other books and writings.  For your in-class presentation you need only do a little research, then later you can do more for preparing your essay.

