Health Behavior in School-Aged Children, 1996

Description of Dataset

This dataset is available on my web site as an SPSS file, “HealthBehavior.sav”

Below is a description of the dataset.  The SPSS file has extensive labeling, so use Utilities/Variables to learn more about the individual variables.  You can also check the ICPSR web site for more information about this study, which is ICPSR study no. 3154:

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/

-  or  -

http://www.icpsr.umich.edu:8080/ICPSR-STUDY/03154.xml
Description of Dataset follows:

TITLE: Health Behavior in School-Aged Children, 1996: [United States] 

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR(S):  World Health Organization.

SUMMARY
Since 1982, the World Health Organization (WHO) Regional Office for Europe has sponsored a cross-national, school-based study of health-related attitudes and behaviors of young people. These studies, generally known as Health Behavior in School-Aged Children (HBSC), are based on nationally independent surveys of school-aged children in as many as 30 participating countries. The HBSC studies were conducted every four years since the 1985-1986 school year. The United States was one of three countries chosen to implement the survey out of cycle. The data available here are the results of the United States study from 1996. The study results can be used as stand-alone data, or to compare to the other countries involved in the international HBSC. The HBSC study has two main objectives. The first objective is to monitor health-risk behaviors and attitudes in youth over time to provide background and identify targets for health promotion initiatives. The second objective is to provide researchers with relevant information to understand and explain the development of health attitudes and behaviors through early adolescence. The study contains 209 variables dealing with many types of drugs such as tobacco, alcohol, marijuana, cocaine, inhalants, hallucinogens, and a number of other substances. The study also examines the ease of obtaining drugs, frequency of drug usage, and other health behaviors and their history such as eating habits, family make-up, depression, stealing, fighting, bringing weapons to school, anger management, attention span at school, and opinions about school itself.

DATA TYPE:  survey data

TIME PERIOD:  1995-1996 school year

DATE OF COLLECTION:  1995-1996 school year

FUNDING AGENCY:  United States Department of Health and Human Services. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, and World Health Organization.

DATA SOURCE:  self-enumerated questionnaires

COLLECTION NOTES:  (1) To protect the anonymity of respondents, all variables that could be used to identify individuals have been collapsed or recoded in the public use files. These modifications should not affect analytic uses of the public use files. (2) The codebook is provided by ICPSR as a Portable Document Format (PDF) file. The PDF file format was developed by Adobe Systems Incorporated and can be accessed using PDF reader software, such as the Adobe Acrobat Reader. Information on how to obtain a copy of the Acrobat Reader is provided on the ICPSR and SAMHDA Web sites.

SAMPLING:  This study employed a three-stage cluster design in which the school district was the primary sampling unit (PSU) or first stage (sometimes smaller districts were combined as a single PSU), school was the second stage, and classroom was the third stage. The targeted mean in the age groups were 11.5, 13.5, and 15.5 years. The three selected age groups correspond approximately to grades 6, 8, and 10 in the United States. However, the degree of correspondence varied greatly, depending on the frequency with which students were left back (repeated a grade) and the time of year when the survey was administered.

UNIVERSE:  Children in grades 6, 8, and 10 in the United States.
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