Pacific Seacraft 34 review from Cruising World article, “9 Best Used Boats for 2017”:

Pacific Seacraft 34

A handsome, nimble and capable double-ender by legendary designer Bill Crealock, the Pacific
Seacraft 34 is well proven, with scores of ocean crossings in its wake.

After the boat was first launched as the Crealock 34 in 1979, Pacific Seacraft introduced a fifth
model years later, a scaled-down version of the popular PS 37. Though expensive at the time,
the 34 was another success story for one of America’s premier builders, and hundreds of boats
were built in the company’s yard in Santa Ana, California. There is always a good selection of
used boats available for less than $100,000. Another nice perk for used-boat buyers is that the
34 is back in production at the reincarnated Pacific Seacraft yard in Washington, North Carolina,
providing an outlet for parts and advice. The company is nhow owned and operated by marine
archaeologist Stephen Brodie and his father, Reid.

The 34 blends traditional values above the waterline with what was then a more modern
underbody, with a long fin keel and skeg-hung rudder. A bit hefty at 13,500 pounds of
displacement, the design otherwise is a study in moderation, and drawn with a keen eye toward
providing a soft ride in a seaway and staying on good terms with Neptune in a blow.



The hull is solid fiberglass, and early decks were plywood-cored before Pacific switched to
end-grain balsa. The hull-to-deck joint incorporates a molded bulwark that offers added security
when you’re moving about on deck, and a vertical surface for mounting stanchions.

Most 34s are cutter-rigged for versatility but carry moderate-size genoas instead of high-cut
yankees for more horsepower off the wind. Down below, the layout is traditional, but the
6-foot-4-inch headroom is a pleasant surprise. The Pacific Seacraft 34 is perfect for a cruising
couple.

John Kretschmer is a delivery captain, adventurer and writer, whose own boat Quetzal, a 1987
Kaufman 47, has seen a refit or two over the years. His latest book is Sailing a Serious Ocean:
Sailboats, Storms, Stories and Lessons Learned from 30 Years at Sea, available on his website,
www.yayablues.com.



