The Argument Clinic, Good Dialogue for Practicing Vocal Variety

In this famous Monty Python sketch, The Argument Clinic, a man (M) purchases a 5 minute argument. We join the argument in progress and notice that there is a great deal of confusion about the nature of an argument.

M: I came here for a good argument!


O: AH, no you didn't, you came here for an argument!


M: An argument isn't just contradiction.


O: Well! it CAN be!


M: No it can't! An argument is a connected series of statement intended to establish a proposition.


O: No it isn't! 


M: Yes it is! 'tisn't just contradiction.


O: Look, if I *argue* with you, I must take up a contrary position!


M: Yes but it isn't just saying 'no it isn't'. 


O: Yes it is! 


M: No it isn't!


O: Yes it is! 


M: No it isn't! 


O: Yes it is! 


M: No it ISN'T! Argument is an intellectual process. Contradiction is just the automatic gainsaying of anything the other person says. 


O: It is NOT! 


M: It is.


O: Not at all!

