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http://web.pdx.edu/~ruoffk/ 
 
 

Education 
Ph.D.   1997  Columbia University  History 
M.Phil.   1993  Columbia University  History 
M.A.   1991  Columbia University  History 
B.A.   1989      Harvard College  East Asian Studies 
 
Study of advanced Japanese, Inter-University Center (formerly known as the Stanford Center), 

Yokohama, Japan, 1993-1994 (this is a non-degree program).    
 
       Awards 
Awarded the 2004 Jirõ Osaragi Prize for Commentary (in Japanese, the Osaragi Jirõ rondanshõ) by 

the Asahi Newspaper Company (Asahi Shinbun) for the best book (Kokumin no tennõ) in the 
social sciences published in Japan during the previous year. This prize is comparable to the 
Pulitzer Prize in the United States.    

Finalist, Oregon Book Awards 2012.  Winner to be announced at 23 April Banquet. 
 

Employment 
Director, Center for Japanese Studies, Portland State University, June 2009-present, and July 2001-

September 2005. Founded the Center for Japanese Studies and played an instrumental 
role in securing donations (more than $1.3 million as of 2012) from private individuals 
and corporations in support of the Center, 2001-present. Organized or helped organize 
over 150 major lectures, exhibitions, and performing arts programs about Japan (and East 
Asia) open not only to students, staff, and faculty, but also to the public (all these lectures 
were publicized extensively, and popularly attended). 

 
Professor of Japanese History, Portland State University, September 2009-present. 

Tenured Associate Professor of Japanese History, Portland State University, September 2004-

present. 
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Assistant Professor of Japanese History, Portland State University, September 1999-September 

2004.   

Postdoctoral Fellow, Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, Harvard University, 1997-98. 

Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University (Sapporo, Japan), 1995-96.   

Research Fellow, Faculty of Law, Hokkaido University, 1994-95.  

Teacher, Oliver Wendell Holmes Junior High School (Queens 204), Long Island City, New York, 
1989-90. 

Ph.D. Dissertation 

“The Symbolic Monarchy in Japan’s Postwar Democracy” (1997; Director: Carol Gluck).   

 

National Service to the Field 
Distinguished Speakers Bureau, Northeast Asia Council (NEAC) of the Association for Asian 

Studies. The Northeast Asia Council supports public presentations by senior scholars in 
Japanese and Korean studies at American colleges and universities, especially those 
without well-established programs on East Asia. This initiative is financially supported 
by the Japan-United States Friendship Commission and the Korea Foundation.    

 
Peer Review Panelist for the Program of Fellowships for Advanced Social Science Research on 

Japan sponsored jointly by the Japan-U.S. Friendship Commission (JUSFC) and the 
National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), 2010.   

 

 

Publications 
Books 
Imperial Japan at Its Zenith: The Wartime Celebration of the Empire’s 2600th Anniversary. Ithaca, 

New York: Cornell University Press (and in the Columbia University Weatherhead East 
Asian monograph series), October 2010. Japanese version published December 2010 (see 
below). 

The People’s Emperor: Democracy and the Japanese Monarchy, 1945-1995. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Asia Center’s East Asian Monograph series (distributed by Harvard 
University Press), 2001. Japanese versions published in 2003 and again in 2009 (see 
below).  

The Emperor’s Naked Army Marches On. Wiltshire, England: Flicks Books, 1998. Coauthored 
with Jeffrey Ruoff. 

 
Books in Japanese Translation 
「紀元二千六百年――消費と観光のナショナリズム」(Kigen nisen roppyakunen—Shõhi to 

kankõ no nashonarizumu), a translation of Imperial Japan at Its Zenith. The Asahi 
Newspaper Publishing Company issued this translation in December 2010 as a mass-market, 
paperback edition in its Asahi sensho series.   
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「国民の天皇	
 戦後日本の民主主義と天皇制」(Kokumin no tennõ: sengo Nihon to 
minshushugi to tennõsei). The Iwanami Publishing Company issued a pocket-sized, updated 
paperback translation of The People’s Emperor in April 2009 (in the Iwanami gendai bunko 
series). 

	
 「国民の天皇	
 戦後日本の民主主義と天皇制」The original translation of The People’s 
Emperor, issued by the Kyõdõ News Publishing Company in December 2003, remains in 
print. Awarded the 2004 Jirõ Osaragi Prize for Commentary. The Japanese version includes a 
new, additional chapter.    

 
Chapters 
“Lessons from Japan’s Symbolic Monarchy.” Monarchy & Democracy in the 21st Century (Paro, 

Bhutan: Bhutan Centre for Media and Democracy, 2010): 75-83. This is the volume from the 
Conference “Emerging Democracies in the 21st Century,” held in Paro, Bhutan, 17-20 May 
2009. 

   
 “Tennõsei bunka no fukkatsu to minzokuha no undõ” [Nationalistic Movements and the 

Reestablishment of “Emperor System” Culture]. Shõchõ tennõ no genzai: seiji, bunka, 
shûkyõ no shiten kara: 101-152. Edited by IGARASHI Akio. Tokyo: Seori Shobõ, 2008.  

 
“The Globalization of Japanese Studies (from an American Perspective).” Gurobaruka jidai ni 

okeru amerikanizeshon to nasonarizumu no kokusaiteki hikaku kenkyû: 293-303. Edited 
by FURUYA Jun. Heisei 12-nendo--Heisei 14-nendo kagaku kenkyûhi hojokin kenkyû 
seika hõkokusho (Kenkyû kadai bangõ 12490002), 2003.  

	
 
Articles 
“Sekai no naka no Nippon no minshushugi: gaikokujin ga mita ’55-nen taisei’ no hõkai to gendai 

Nihon no seiji” [Japan’s Democracy in World Context: The Collapse of the ‘1955 System’ 
and Contemporary Japanese Politics]. Asahi janaru (October 2011): 114-117. 

 
“Interpreting Japan’s Mid-Century Modernity: Imperial Japan at its Zenith.” International House 

of Japan Bulletin 31.1 (2011): 33-46. 
 
“Japanese Tourism to Korea Circa 1940: The Tension between Assimilation and Tourism 

Promotion Policies.” The Asia Pacific Journal (Online) Vol. 9, Issue 11, No. 1 (14 March 
2011). 

 
“Nihon no shõchõ tennõsei ni manabu Bhutan” [Advising Bhutan about Japan’s Symbolic 

Monarchy]. Hon: Dokushonin no zasshi (Kõdansha) (October 2009): 26-33. 
 
“Heisei no shõchõ tennõsei” [The Heisei Symbolic Emperor System]. Sekai (June 2009): 157-166.  
 
“Shokuminchi o kankõ suru” [Touristing the Empire]. Ratio (October 2006): 118-43. Translated 

by Professor HARA Takeshi. Essay in Japanese about Japanese tourism to Korea, circa 
1940.  
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“Mondai wa, shõchõsei no ketsujo [The Problem is a Lack of “Symbolic Essence”]. Shokun (July 
2008): 268-70.   

 
“‘Sengo shori,’ ‘shakai fukushi,’ ‘kõgõ no katsuyaku’ ga heisei no shõchõ; ima da mienu kõtaishi 

fusai no ‘shõchõ’” [“Wrapping up the Postwar,” “Social Welfare,” “An Empress Who is 
Active on the Public Stage,” and the Crown Prince and Crown Princess’s Lack of 
“Symbolic Essence”]. Ronza (March 2008): 64-65.   

 
“Kõshitsu no genjõ o dõ miru ka” [How to Interpret Today’s Monarchy]. Bungei Shunjû (March 

2005): 138-40.  
 
“Tennõ Akihito-ron: Saha no jirenma" [Emperor Akihito: A Dilemma for the Left]. Ronza (March 

2005): 114-20.  
 
“Un réalisateur en marge: Hara Kazuo et ses 'documentaires d'action’.” La Revue Documentaires 

16 (Fall 2000): 91-108. French translation of a revised version of my coauthored essay 
about the films of Hara Kazuo that first appeared in Iris (see below).    

 
“Mr Tomino Goes to City Hall: Grassroots Democracy in Zushi City, Japan [with Update].” The 

Other Japan (Vol. 2): 320-42. Edited by Joe B. Moore. Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe, 1997. 
 
“Mr. Tomino Goes To City Hall: Grassroots Democracy in Zushi City, Japan.” Bulletin of 

Concerned Asian Scholars 25.3 (July-September 1993): 22-32. 
 
“Working at the Margins: The Documentaries of Hara Kazuo.” Iris: A Journal of Theory on Image 

and Sound 16 (Spring 1993): 115-126. With Jeffrey Ruoff. This special issue of Iris is also 
titled Image Theory, Image Culture, and Contemporary Japan.  

 
“Japan’s Outlaw Filmmaker: An Interview with Hara Kazuo.” Iris: A Journal of Theory on Image 

and Sound 16 (Spring 1993): 103-114. With Jeffrey Ruoff. 
 
Roundtable Discussions (Zadankai) 
“Taidan: Shõchõ tennõsei wa kiki ni tatasarete iru ka?” Sekai (November 2004): 134-142. Text of 

roundtable discussion about the monarchy with HARA Takeshi and Kenneth Ruoff, and 
mediated by OHTSUKA Shigeki.    

 
“Denshi tenjikai ‘Nihonkoku kenpõ no tanjõ’: Kenpõshi kenkyûsha kara mita igi (zadankai).” 

Kokkai toshokan geppõ 520 (July 2004): 3-12. Text of roundtable discussion about the 
birth of the Constitution of Japan involving TAKAMI Katsutoshi, KOSEKI Shoichi, and 
Kenneth Ruoff. 

 
Encyclopedia entries 
Contributor to Encyclopedia of Contemporary Japanese Culture. Edited by Sandra Buckley. 

London: Routledge, 2002.  
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Book Reviews and Interviews 
Mitani Hiroshi, Namiki Yorihisa, and Tsukiashi Tatsuhiko eds. Otona no tame no kingendaishi [A 

Modern History for East Asian People]. Pacific and American Studies (Newsletter of the 
Center for Pacific and American Studies, University of Tokyo) Vol. 11 (March 2011): 73-
79.    

 
David C. Earhart. Certain Victory: Images of World War II in the Japanese Media. Pacific 

Historical Review 78.4 (November 2009): 651-52.  
 
Robert Ellwood. Introducing Japanese Religion. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 15 March 

2008.   
 
Yoichi Funabashi. The Peninsula Question: A Chronicle of the Second Korean Nuclear Crisis. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 2 February 2008.    
 
Koji Mizoguchi. Archaeology, Society and Identity in Modern Japan. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 29 December 2007. 
 
Kitami Masao and Tim Clark (Translator). The Swordless Samurai. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 15 December 2007.   
 
Richard Samuels. Securing Japan. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 17 November 2007. 
 
Kazuhiro Takii. The Meiji Constitution: The Japanese Experience of the West and the Shaping of 

the Modern State. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 20 October 2007.    
 
Kim Brandt. Kingdom of Beauty: Mingei and the Politics of Folk Art in Imperial Japan. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 29 September 2007. 
 
Naoko Shibusawa. America’s Geisha Ally: Reimagining the Japanese Enemy. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 5 May 2007.  
 
Franziska Seraphim. War Memory and Social Politics in Japan, 1945-2005. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 7 April 2007. 
 
 Ben Hills. Princess Masako: Prisoner of the Chrysanthemum Throne. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 17 March 2007. 
 
Michael Zielenziger. Shutting out the Sun: How Japan Created its Own Lost Generation. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 13 January 2007. 
  
Steven Vogel. Japan Remodeled: How Government and Industry are Reforming Japanese 

Capitalism. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 21 October 2006. 
 
Naoki Sakai, Brett de Bary, and Iyotani Toshio, eds. Deconstructing Nationality. International 

Herald Tribune/Asahi: 16 September 2006.    
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Liang Pan. The United Nations in Japan’s Foreign and Security Policymaking, 1945-1992:  

National Security, Party Politics, and International Status. International Herald 
Tribune/Asahi: 22 April 2006.   

 
Andrew Bernstein. Modern Passings: Death Rites, Politics, and Social Change in Imperial Japan. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 8 April 2006.  
 
Marie Anchordoguy. Reprogramming Japan: The High Tech Crisis Under Communitarian 

Capitalism. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 18 March 2006.  
 
David R. Ambaras. Bad Youth: Juvenile Delinquency and the Politics of Everyday Life in Modern 

Japan. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 18 February 2006.  
 
Brett Walker. The Lost Wolves of Japan. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 4 February 2006.  
 
Melissa Wender. Lamentation as History: Narratives by Koreans in Japan, 1965-2000. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 21 January 2006.  
 
Tsuyoshi Hasegawa. Racing the Enemy: Stalin, Truman, and the Surrender of Japan. International 

Herald Tribune/Asahi: 5 November 2005.   
 
Mark West. Law in Everyday Japan: Sex, Sumo, Suicide, and Statutes. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 1 October 2005. 
 
Eiichiro Azuma. Between Two Empires: Race, History, and Transnationalism in Japanese 

America. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 30 July 2005.   
 
Daniel Botsman. Punishment and Power in the Making of Modern Japan. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 1 July 2005.   
 
Tim Clark and Carl Kay. Saying Yes to Japan: How Outsiders are Reviving a Trillion Dollar 

Services Market. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 7 May 2005. 
 
Alexis Dudden. Japan’s Colonization of Korea: Discourse and Power. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 30 April 2005. 
 
Jeff Kingston. Japan’s Quiet Transformation: Social Change and Civil Society in the Twenty-First 

Century. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 19 March 2005. 
 
E. Bruce Reynolds, ed. Japan in the Fascist Era. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 5 March 

2005. 
 
Interview of Dr. Eleanor Jorden about Japanese language pedagogy. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 18 December 2004.   
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Yuko Kikuchi. Japanese Modernisation and Mingei Theory. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 
16 October 2004.    

 
Brian Hayashi. Democratizing the Enemy: The Japanese American Internment. International 

Herald Tribune/Asahi: 11 September 2004. 
 
Katsuhiko Mizuno (photographs) and Masaaki Ono (text). The Hidden Gardens of Kyoto. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 21 August 2004.    
 
Theodore C. Bestor. Tsukiji: The Fish Market at the Center of the World. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 17 July 2004. 
 
Simon Partner. Toshie: A Story of Village Life in Twentieth-Century Japan. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 12 June 2004.  
 
Jordan Sand. House and Home in Modern Japan. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 29 May 

2004.   
 
Gavan McCormack. Target North Korea: Pushing North Korea to the Brink of Nuclear Disaster. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 1 May 2004.   
 
Beatrice Trefalt. Japanese Army Stragglers and Memories of the War in Japan, 1950-1975. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 17 April 2004.    
 
John Nathan. Japan Unbound. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 6 March 2004. 
 
Frank J. Schwartz and Susan J. Pharr. The State of Civil Society in Japan. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 14 Feburary 2004.    
 
Christopher Barnard. Language, Ideology, and Japanese History Textbooks. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 24 January 2004. 
 
Interview of Beate Sirota Gordon in reference to her book The Only Woman in the Room. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 13 December 2003.  
 
Theodore C. Bestor, Patricia G. Steinhoff, and Victoria L. Bestor, eds. Doing Fieldwork in Japan. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 11 October 2003. 
 
Ann Waswo and Nishida Yoshiaki, eds. Farmers and Village Life in Twentieth-Century Japan. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 14 September 2003. 
 
Barbara Sato. The New Japanese Woman: Modernity, Media, and Women in Interwar Japan. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 2 August 2003.    
 
Laura Hein & Mark Selden, eds. Islands of Discontent: Okinawan Responses to Japanese and 

American Power. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 5 July 2003.    
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David Leheny. The Rules of Play: National Identity and the Shaping of Japanese Leisure. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 14 June 2003. 
 
Richard Samuels. Machiavelli’s Children: Leaders and Their Legacies in Italy and Japan. 

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 23 April 2003.     
 
“Nationalism in Postwar Japan,” an essay that reviewed both Curtis Gayle’s Marxist History and 

Postwar Japanese Nationalism and Yumiko Iida’s Rethinking Identity in Modern Japan:  
Nationalism as Aesthetics. International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 26 March 2003.    

 
Andrew Gordon. A Modern History of Japan: From Tokugawa Times to the Present.  

International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 5 March 2003. 
 
Donald Keene. Emperor of Japan: Meiji and His World, 1852-1912. International Herald 

Tribune/Asahi: 19 June 2002.   
 
Translations 
KOBAYASHI Naoki. “Constitutional Studies and World Problems: A Study of Japan’s Constitutional 

History as a Starting Point.” Memorial Speech, Fourth World Congress of the International 
Association of Constitutional Law (IACL), Tokyo, 1995. Published in Five Decades of 
Constitutionalism: Reality and Perspectives (1945-1995): 3-17. Edited by Thomas Fleiner. 
Geneva: Helbing & Lichtenhahn, 1999. 

 
TAKAMI Katsutoshi. “Political Parties and the Constitutional System in Japan.” Japanese 

Contributions to the Fourth World Congress of the International Association of 
Constitutional Law: 59-75. Edited by The International Association of Constitutional Law 
(IACL). Tokyo: IACL, 1995.  

 
Columns 
“Unearthing an Uncomfortable Past” iNTOUCH, June 2011, 10-11.   
 
“The Russo-Japanese War in Global History,” Viewpoints Column, Asian Studies Newsletter 55.4 

(December 2010). 
 
 “Male Heir Symbolic of Imperial Family Fragility.” International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 21 

February 2008. 
 
“Right-wingers can’t rule out reigning empress.” International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 7 January 

2005.    
 
“The Making of The People’s Emperor.” International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 25 December 2005.    
 
 “Yotsugi mondai to kõshitsu no shõrai” [The Heir Problem and the Future of the Monarchy]. 

Asahi Shinbun: 16 December 2004.  
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“Interpreting the Heisei Monarchy.” International Herald Tribune/Asahi: 8 October 2002. Note: 
this is a 3000-word essay.   

 
“The Royal Birth, Emperor Akihito’s Remark about His Affinity with Korea, and Today’s Japan.” 

Asian Studies Newsletter 47.1 (Annual Meeting Issue, 2002). 
 
“Will Crown Prince Naruhito Change a Diaper?” Op-ed about the Japanese monarchy published in 

the following four newspapers in the weeks after the birth of Princess Aiko on 1 December 
2001: International Herald Tribune/Asahi; San Diego Union Tribune; Oregonian; and the 
Ithaca Journal. 

 
Documentary films 
Forty Days Across America, 1990. Co-produced with Jeffrey Ruoff. This 30-minute documentary 

video about Kiyooka Eiichi’s 1927 trip by Model T. Ford across the United States has been 
shown at film festivals and conferences.  

 
Presentations at Colloquia and Professional Meetings 

“Japanese Tourism to Korea Circa 1940: The Tension between Assimilation and Tourism 
Promotion Policies,” Yale University, 27 January 2012. 

 
“Japanese Tourism to Korea Circa 1940: The Tension between Assimilation and Tourism 

Promotion Policies,” University of Indiana at Bloomington, 11 November 2011. 
 
“Contextualizing The Emperor’s Naked Army Marches On in the Japan of the 1980s,” University 

of Indiana at Bloomington, 10 November 2011. 
 
“Embracing the Unbroken Imperial Line through Labor Service,” Association for Asian Studies 

Annual Conference, Honolulu, April 2011. 
 
“Japanese Tourism to Korea Circa 1940: The Tension between Assimilation and Tourism 

Promotion Policies” (in Japanese), Ulsan University, Korea, 11 March 2011. 
 
“Japanese Tourism to Korea Circa 1940: The Tension between Assimilation and Tourism 

Promotion Policies” (in Japanese), Chonnam University, Korea, 10 March 2011. 
 
“The Postwar Symbolic Emperor System: A Return to the ‘Authentic’ Imperial System?”  

Northeast Asia History Foundation (Seoul, Korea), 9 March 2011.  
 
“Japanese Tourism to Korea Circa 1940:  The Tension between Assimilation and Tourism 

Promotion Policies,” Seoul National University, 8 March 2011. 
 
“Japan’s Challenge to the International System of Racism,” Portland State University, 25 February 

2011. 
 
“Sacred Port Arthur and Japan’s Challenge to the International System of Racism” (in Japanese), 

Waseda University, 21 January 2011. 
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“Wartime Japan Reconsidered,” Temple University in Japan, 20 January 2011. 
 
“Interpreting Japan’s Mid-Century Modernity: Imperial Japan at its Zenith,” International House 

of Japan (Tokyo), 19 January 2011. 
 
“1940: The 2600th Celebration of the Imperial Dynasty: Mass Consumption of and Participation in 

an Invented National History,” Dartmouth College, 11 November 2010.  
 
“The Russo-Japanese War and Japan’s Challenge to the International System of Racism,” Lewis & 

Clark College, 2 November 2010. 
 
“Port Arthur as a National Heritage Site and Japan’s Challenge to the International System of 

Racism,” Japanese Studies Association of Canada (JSAC) Annual Conference, 30 
Setpember—3 October 2010, University of British Columbia.    

 
“Note on Japan’s Emperors, 1868-present,” at the Conference “Emerging Democracies in the 21st 

Century,” Bhutan Centre for Media and Democracy, Paro, Bhutan, 17-20 May 2009.  
 
(A short comment) “Japan’s Challenge to the International System of Racism,” at the Symposium 

“American Freedom: Past and Present” (sponsored by the Center for Pacific and American 
Studies) held at Tokyo University, 20 March 2009.    

 
“Japanese Wartime Tourism to Port Arthur: Self-Administered Citizenship Training,” Association 

for Asian Studies Annual Conference, Atlanta, 2008. 
 
“Postwar Nationalisms in Japan and the United States,” for the “American Nationalism and 

Empire in an Age of Globalization International Symposium” held in Tokyo, 1-2 March 
2008. 

 
“Narratives of Empire: Japanese Tourism to Korea, Circa 1940,” Lewis & Clark College, 20 

October 2006. 
 
“Narratives of Empire: Japanese Tourism to Korea, Circa 1940,” Reischauer Institute of Japanese 

Studies, Harvard University, 22 September 2006. 
 
“Narratives of Empire: Japanese Tourism to Korea, Circa 1940,” Dartmouth College, 21 

September 2006. 
 
“Narratives of Empire: Japanese Tourism to Manchuria, Circa 1940,” MIT, 20 September 2006. 
 
 “Narratives of Empire: Japanese Tourists in Korea, 1940,” University of Washington, 27 April 

2006.  
 
“Narratives of Empire: Japanese Tourists in Korea, 1940,” Kansas State University, 15 February 

2006.  
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“Joteiron to kõshitsu seido no yukue” [The question of permitting empresses on the throne and the 

future of the imperial system], Hokkaido University (Sponsored by the J-Center), 23 June 
2005.    

 
“Takachiho and Tourism in Imperial Japan,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, 

Chicago, 2005.  
 
“Modernity and Commemoration in Mid-Century Japan,” La Maison Franco-Japonaise (Tokyo), 

24 March 2004.  
 
“The 2600th Anniversary Celebrations of the Empire of Japan, 1940,” Reischauer Institute of 

Japanese Studies, Harvard University, 22 November 2002.  
 
“The 2600th Anniversary Celebrations of the Empire of Japan, 1940,” East Asia Institute, 

Columbia University, 20 November 2002. 
  
“The Meaning of the Heisei Monarchy,” Center for East Asian Studies, University of 

Pennsylvania, 18 November 2002.   
 
“The Globalization of Japanese Studies (from an American Perspective),” for the 

“Americanization and Nationalism in a Global Age” Symposium at Hokkaido University, 
22-24 August 2002.  

 
“The Monarchy in Postwar Japan,” Lewis & Clark College, 8 March 2002.   
 
“The Modern Japanese Monarchy as a Family,” International House of Japan (Tokyo), 8 

November 2001. 
 
Participated in roundtable discussion about “The Many Faces of Yukio Mishima,” with Donald 

Keene and Larry Kominz, Portland State University, 13 April 2001. 
 
“The Far Right and Democratic Lobbying: The Case of the Association of Shinto Shrines,” 

Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, Chicago, March 2001. 
   
“Amerika no Nihon kenkyû to Nihon no Amerika kenkyû,” (American scholarship on Japan, and 

Japanese Scholarship on the United States,” (in Japanese), Hokkaido University, 16 June 
2000.  

 
“Foundation Day in Modern Japan,” German Institute for Japanese Studies (Tokyo), 7 June 2000.   
 
“The Monarchy of the Masses,” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Washington, 

D.C., 1999. 
 
"Self, the Shrine World, and the Nation through the Lenses of Foundation Day,” New York 

Conference on Asian Studies Annual Meeting, SUNY New Paltz, 1998.   
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“The Symbolic Monarchy in Japan’s Postwar Democracy, 1945-1995,” University of Melbourne, 

Australia, October 1998. Sponsored by the Department of History and the Melbourne 
Institute of Asian Languages and Societies.   

 
“The Monarchy of the Masses: A Theory of the Postwar Japanese Monarchy,” Nissan Institute of 

Japanese Studies, University of Oxford, England, May 1998. 
 
“The Invention and Reinvention of Foundation Day, 1872-present,” Japan Centre, University of 

Cambridge, England, May 1998.  
 
“General Charles de Gaulle and Emperor Hirohito: Referents for Sanitized Official Memories of 

the War in France and Japan,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, 
Washington, D.C., 1998. 

 
“Foundation Day (Kigensetsu; Kenkoku kinenbi) in Imperial and Postwar Japan, 1936-1966.” For 

the Conference “Competing Modernities in Twentieth-Century Japan: Empires, Cultures, 
Identities,” University of California at San Diego, February 1998.  

 
“The Symbol Monarchy and the Right Wing in Postwar Japan’s Democracy, 1945-1995,” Japan 

Forum, Harvard University, December 1997. 
  
“Not in Our Backyard: The Citizens’ Movement Against the U.S. Naval Housing Project in Zushi 

City, Japan,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, Chicago, 1997.   
 
“Reviving Imperial Ideology,” Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, Honolulu, 1996. 
 
“The Symbol Emperor in Politics,” The Seventh Annual Ph.D. Kenkyûkai Conference, International 

House of Japan, Tokyo, June 1995. 
 
“Futatsu no kuni (Nihon to Furansu) to, futatsu no shinwa to, futatsu no eiga” (Two countries [Japan 

and France], two myths, and two films), Political Science Research Association, Faculty of 
Law, Hokkaido University, December 1994.   

 
Fundraising, Grants, and Fellowships 

 
Fundraising from private individuals 
Played an instrumental role in securing donations (more than $1.3 million as of 2012) from private 

individuals and corporations in support of the Center for Japanese Studies, 2001-present.    
 

Grants (External and Internal) 
Faculty Enhancement Award, $5,794, to conduct research on “Colonial Tourism within the Empire 

of Japan,” 2009.  
 
Grant for domestic travel to do research in Japanese Studies, Northeast Asia Council, Association 

for Asian Studies, $1723, Summer 2009. 



Kenneth J. Ruoff 

 13 

 
Awarded both the Fulbright-CIES (9 months of research in Japan; stipend equivalent to 

approximately $85,000) and Fulbright-Hays (12 months of research in Japan; total stipend of 
$74,323) in the spring of 2003 (principal in each case) for book project on “The 2600th 
Anniversary Celebrations of the Empire of Japan, 1940.” Accepted the Fulbright-CIES, and 
was a visiting scholar at the Institute for Research in the Humanities at Kyoto University 
from January to August 2004 and July 2005, for a total of nine months.    

 
Faculty Enhancement Award ($1,890), Portland State University, for preliminary research on “The 

2600th Anniversary Celebrations of the Empire of Japan, 1940,” 2003-04 (principal).   
 
Consulate-General of Japan, Portland ($5,000-$15,000 annually). To support series of residencies at 

Portland State University by academic specialists on Japan during the 2000-01, 2001-02, 
2002-03, 2003-04, 2004-05, and 2005-06 academic years. The Consulate continues to 
support PSU’s Center for Japanese Studies in various indirect ways, but budget cuts have 
made it impossible for them to contribute directly in a monetary way, especially since we are 
now firmly on our feet.    

 
Oregon Consortium for Asian Studies ($4,000). Hosted, in collaboration with my colleagues in 

Japanese history at the University of Oregon, Reed College, and Lewis & Clark College, 
Professor Tessa Morris-Suzuki of Australia National University for a public lecture titled 
“Citizenship, Migration, and Identity in Meiji Japan,” Portland State University, 11 April 
2002 (co-principal). 

 
Grant for Short-term Research Travel to Japan ($2,000), Northeast Asia Council for the Association 

for Asian Studies, Summer 2000 (principal). 
 
Faculty Enhancement Award ($3,000), Portland State University, to pursue projects on “The 

Monarchy in Modern Japan” and “The History of American Studies in Japan,” 1999-2000 
(principal).   

 
Fellowships 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Reischauer Institute, Harvard University, 1997-98. 
 
Junior Japan Fellow, East Asian Institute, Columbia University, 1996. 
 
Richard Hofstadter Fellow, Department of History, Columbia University, 1990-95.  
 
Weatherhead Fellow, Columbia University, 1992-93; 1994-95.  
 
President’s Fellow, Columbia University, 1991-92. 
 
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellow, Summer 1989; 1993-94. 
 
Summer Travel Fellowship, Reischauer Institute, Harvard University, 1988 
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Courses Taught 
 

Repertoire of courses taught, in progress, or scheduled for the 2011-12 academic year: 
Japan in World History (HST 407/507), Fall 2009 and Fall 2011/Winter 2012 as two-term 

course. 
The Internment and Redress of Japanese Americans, Winter 2012. 
Freshmen Inquiry: On Democracy, 2008-09 and 2010-11 (full year general education course).  
Modern Vietnam (HST 422), Spring 2008 and Spring 2009. 
The Two Koreas (HST 407/507), Winter 2009 and scheduled for Spring 2012.  
Modern East Asia (HST 321U), yearly 1999-present. 
Traditional East Asia (HST 320U), Fall 1999.  
Film, History, and Memories of World War II: Japan as a Case Study (HST 497), Fall 1999 and 

Fall 2000.   
Modern Japan (HST 422/522),Winter 2000, Spring 2001, Spring 2003, Fall 2006, and Spring 

2008. 
Early Modern Japan (HST 422U/522), Spring 2000.   
The Far Right in 20th-Century America, France, and Japan (HST 407/507), Spring 2000, Spring 

2001, Summer 2008, and Winter 2009.  
American-Japanese Relations in the Global Context, 1853-present (HST 407/507), Winter 2000, 

Fall 2001, Fall 2004, and Spring 2008.     
Modern Korea and Vietnam (HST 399), Winter 2001.  
The Wrongful Internment of Japanese Americans (HST 407/507), Winter 2002.  
Cultural History of Modern Japan (HST 407/507), Spring 2002. 
Nationalism in Modern Japan (HST 410/510), Winter 2003.  
Japan in the 1930s (HST 407/507), Spring 2003. 
Postwar Japan (HST 422/522), Spring 2003, Winter 2007, and Winter 2008.  
Imperialism in Modern Japan (HST 407/507), Fall 2003, Winter 2005, and Spring 2007. 
Pilgrimage, Tourism, and the Making of Japanese National Identity (HST 407/507), Spring 

2005 and Spring 2007.   
The Japanese Diaspora (HST 407/507), Winter 2007. 
Japan in 1940 (HST 407/507), Winter 2008.   
 

M.A. Theses Supervised: 
Robert Hegwood. “Erasing the Space between ‘Japanese’ and ‘American’: Japanese American 

Resettlement in Portland, Oregon, 1942-1952,” 2011. 
Robert Findlay. “Emperors in America: Haile Selassie (Ethiopia) and Hirohito (Japan) on Tour 

in the U.S.,” 2011. 
David Conklin. “The Traditional and the Modern: The History of Japanese Food Culture in 

Oregon and How it Did and Did Not Integrate with American Food Culture,” 2009.  
Gunnar Abramson. “The ‘Japan Won the War’ Faction in Postwar Hawai’i,” 2008.    
Jeffer Daykin. “Losing ‘The Trail’ on the Road to Modernity: Japanese Participation in the 

Lewis and Clark Centennial and American Pacific Exposition and Oriental Fair, 
Portland, Oregon, 1905,” 2008. 

Robert Fisher. “Depictions of Japan and the Japanese in the Nineteenth-Century Popular Press,” 
2008. 
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Anne Galisky. “Populist Pressures in the Northwest for the Internment of Individuals of 
Japanese Descent, 1941-42,” 2003. 

Lynn Jacobsen-Katsumoto. “Framing Japanese Contemporary Art: The Museum of Modern 
Art’s Mid-1960s Exhibition of the New Japan Painting and Sculpture,” 2001.   

 
M.A. Defense Committees: 
 Total of 24, 1999-present.   
 
Teaching Assistants Supervised: 
 Nicole Pyles 
 Tatjana Djuricic 
 Lynn Rogers-Lent 
 Steve Walker 
 Tiffany Schumaker 
 Jerry Russell 
      Jeremy Skinner 
 Dan Fellin 
 
Research Assistants Supervised: 
 Lisa Griffen 
 
Graduate Assistants Supervised as Director of the Center for Japanese Studies: 
 Takako Wolf 
 Keiko Ikeda 
 Yuki Kanai 
 Mary Parker 
 Maiko Kaneko 
 Jerry Russell 
 Mayumi Oka 
 
Program Directors of the Center for Japanese Studies Supervised as Director: 
 Melinda Glover, September 2010-present.   
 

Community Outreach Activities 
 

Availability to the Mass Media, Programming, and Board Service 
Have been interviewed hundreds and hundreds of times by representatives of the mass media 

worldwide, usually about Japan’s monarchy or about Japan in 1940 (in reference to the 
new book), but also about local topics such as the internment of Japanese Americans.  

  
From 1999-present, organized or helped organize over 150 major lectures, exhibitions, and 

performing arts programs about Japan (and East Asia) open not only to students, staff, and 
faculty, but also to the public (all these lectures were publicized extensively, and popularly 
attended).     
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Organized a month-long public lecture series about Meiji-era Japan held at Portland State 
University in May 2002 to prepare people for the “Splendors of Imperial Japan, Art of the 
Meiji Period from the Khalili Collection,” an exhibit at the Portland Art Museum, June-
September, 2002.  

 
Co-Organizer, with June Schumann of the Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, of “Learning from Our 

Past: The 60th Anniversary of the Internment of Japanese Americans,” a program of 
public lectures, film showings, and exhibits in February 2002.  

 
Board Member, Japan-America Society of Oregon, June 2009-present. 

 
Lectures for non-specialist audiences 
“Japan’s Challenge to the International System of Racism,” Retired Association of Portland State 

University, 5 May 2011.   
 
“Understanding Japan’s Imperial House: The Concept of the ‘Unbroken Imperial Line’ (bansei 

ikkei,” Foreign Correspondents Club of Japan, 17 January 2011. 
 
“What is a ‘normal’ nation-state?” Pacific Northwest College of Art (PNCA), 31 July 2008.  

This lecture was for a group of students visiting from Japan.    
 
“Understanding the Contemporary Japanese Monarchy,” Japan-America Society of Washington, 

27 April 2006.  
 
“Nihon no kõshitsu” (“The Japanese Imperial Family”), a 10-minute “lecture” for Japan’s 

national television station NHK’s program Shiten/Ronten broadcast on 26 January 2005.   
 
“The Contemporary Japanese Monarchy,” The America-Japan Society (Tokyo), 25 March 2004. 
 
“Why the present Japanese monarchy is different from what came before,” Foreign 

Correspondents Club of Japan (Tokyo), 23 March 2004.  
 
 “Postwar Japan Through the Lenses of the Monarchy,” Japan Society of New York, 19 

November 2002. 
 
“Researching The People’s Emperor: Democracy and the Japanese Monarchy, 1945-1995,” a 

book talk at the Foreign Correspondents Club of Japan (Tokyo), 26 August 2002. 
 
“Understanding the Japan of the Meiji Era (1868-1912),” lecture held in conjunction with “The 

Splendors of Imperial Japan” exhibit at the Portland Art Museum, 19 July 2002.   
 
“The Japanese Monarchy and Postwar Japan,” Japan-America Society of Dallas-Fort Worth 

Annual Meeting, 7 June 2002. 
 
“The Modern Japanese Monarchy as a Family,” to the Portland Tomodachi (a women’s group 

interested in U.S.-Japan relations), 1 February 2002.    
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“The Modern Japanese Imperial House as a Family,” Japan-America Society of Oregon, 29 

November 2001. 
 
“The People’s Emperor: Democracy and the Japanese Monarchy, 1945-1995,” Foreign 

Correspondents Club of Japan, 7 November 2001. 
 

“Japan and the United States: From War and Occupation to Alliance and Partnership,”  
Understanding Japan Seminar for Secondary Teachers, Japan Society, New York, March 
1993. 

 
“Modernization and Westernization, 1853-1937,” Understanding Japan Seminar for Secondary 

Teachers, Japan Society, New York, January 1993. 
 
“Early Japanese Impressions of the United States,” The American Museum of Natural History, 

New York. Lecture repeated six times, January 1993.   
 

Other Professional Activities 
Member, Grant Review Committee, Oregon Consortium of Asian Studies (OCAS), 2000-2001.  

The OCAS was funded by a grant from the Ford Foundation, and awarded grants to faculty 
from four participating institutions in Oregon (Portland State University, Reed College, 
Lewis & Clark, and the University of Oregon).  

 
Organized panel for 2001 Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting: “Dissecting the Political 

Right in Postwar Japan (with an examination of the Left-Right paradigm itself).”   
 
Commentator for the panel “Contesting Japan’s National Culture and Identity: Three Postwar 

Discourses,” Western Conference of the Association for Asian Studies, Boise, Idaho, 
September 1999. 

  
The New Media Classroom. A Faculty Institute funded by the National Endowment for the 

Humanities, Borough of Manhattan Community College, July 1999. Attended workshop on 
the integration of new technologies into the classroom.   

 
Organized panel for 1998 Association for Asian Studies Annual Meeting: “Vectors of Memory in Postwar 

Japan: A Comparative Framework.” 
 
Member, Organizing Committee, First Annual Graduate Student Conference on East Asia, 

Columbia University, February 1992. This yearly conference is ongoing. 
 

                 Service and Governance Activities for the University and Department 
Chair, Search Committee, Modern Middle East History Professorship, 2008-09. Successful hire of 

Dr. Laura Robson.  
 
Member, Committee that formulated proposal for Ph.D. Program in Regional Northwest Studies, 

Portland State University, 2007-08. 
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Advisory Board, History Department, 2009-present, and 2001-2003.   
 
Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2001-2002. 
 
 

Memberships in Professional Societies 
Association for Asian Studies 
 
American Historical Association 
 
European Association for Japanese Studies 
 
      Languages 
Japanese: Fluent 
French: Fluent in reading and more or less fluent in understanding spoken French (am rusty, 

though) 


