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Working in a group is very different for me.  It is hard for me to communicate and trust that everything will get done.  In a way it helps because the work load is spread out into equal assignments.  At the same time working on your own is easy because you know what needs to get done on time.  Sometimes working in a group, one person may not get the assignment done or to its fullest extent. Then, you have to pull his/her weight or get docked for the lack of a full product.


Our group started out with pretty good chemistry.  We were able to pick a topic in a quick manner.  We all knew that an Indian tribe is what we wanted to study and it really didn’t matter which one.  When Terecia suggested the Kalapuya was a good tribe and she had fun learning a little about them in high school.  Parker and I agreed to research the tribe.  The next step was to figure out what we wanted to pinpoint and research to explain to the class.  Parker really likes to hunt and fish, so right away he knew that a food category would be right for him.  Terecia decided she wanted to find out more about their living style.  As for me, I really had no clue what to research, but they gave me an idea of clothing and it sounded just as good as the rest.  These three sub-topics relate to the Kalapuya because they stay in the same category.  They don’t jump from a living style to a specific person, for example.  They relate to the survival of the tribe.

There were only a few problems we found as a group.  First, communication was not the greatest that it could have been.  We saw each other in mentor class and discussed what each of us had done, but that was about it.  Another communication problem we had was miscommunication.  Parker and I don’t live on campus.  So trying to meet outside of class was extremely hard.  The last problem was procrastination is also an experience that we all found during this presentation.  


Clothing is a huge topic in today’s society.  Stereotypes and judgments are always brought up by the clothes you wear and how you wear them.  Well, the Kalapuya didn’t have the same thought process.  Clothes to them were more of a hassle than anything.  The men barely wore clothes because of the climate they lived in.  “During the warmer months, clothes were not needed.  The ground was always so green and soft, moccasins were rarely needed.  They preferred not to wear clothes unless they absolutely had to.  During the winter and colder times of the year the men had to wear loincloth, leggings, different clothes and moccasins during hunting trips or a long travel” (Johnson).

The women also didn’t have to worry too much about the clothes they wore.  Normally it was just a skirt made out of hides and moccasins if needed.  The women’s job in the community was to cook, clean, collect water and collect berries.  “In this case clothing is unessential for them during the warmer months, because they didn’t need to worry about a layer of protection unless walking through the forest looking for berries and nuts.  During the colder months they wear blankets thrown over their shoulders, and moccasins to keep them nice and warm.  Really, clothing was to keep warm and to keep from getting bruises and cuts while hiking through the forest” (Johnson).

Even today accessories are a huge part of our style and wardrobe.  “The Kalapuya also were very attracted to different beads, tattoos, jewelry, earrings, nose plugs, and etc.” (Johnson).  “The different types of jewelry and how much was owned often showed their status in the tribe.  The elders and chiefs obviously have more expensive and more collections of jewelry, tattoos, etc., the warriors especially had more tattoos, jewelry and valuables.  Then the rest follows suit down to the lowest in the tribe” (Mary’s River Kalapuyan).

Learning how to work in a group and devise a plan to achieve that plan was interesting.  Looking back doing things a little bit differently and keeping in better touch is something that would definitely have been a good idea.  Although, handing out assignments between our group is more like the real world.  Together we were still able to put some of the material that my two partners wrote up was interesting and really helped me to find information about my topic.  Though clothes worn by the Kalapuya Indians isn’t the most exciting thing to research or give a presentation on, it was a lot of fun.  I found out some different facts that related to people now and made learning a bit easier and more fun.
