
Tackling belief is the key to overcoming climate change scepticism
Without belief in climate change, repeating the scientific case for 

manmade global warming simply bounces off
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“… , recent work by Dan Kahan and his colleagues has found that the more 
scientifically literate people are, the more their ideological filters kick in when reading 
information about climate change. It might seem counterintuitive, but the more 
confidence people have in their ability to grasp the science, the more able they are to 
slot it into their existing worldview.
So does that mean that climate change communicators should give up? Absolutely 
not - but we should not be looking to science to provide us with the answer to a 
problem that is social in nature. The challenge is to find a way of explaining why 
climate change matters using language and ideas that don't alienate people. Simply 
repeating the scientific case for climate change is - unfortunately - not going to cut it.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2012/mar/30/belief-climate-change-scepticism



In fact, the more we know, the less it seems that climate change scepticism has to 
do with climate science at all. Climate change provokes such visceral arguments
because it allows ancient battles - about personal responsibility, state intervention, 
the regulation of industry, the distribution of resources and wealth, or the role of 
technologies in society - to be fought all over again.
It follows that the answer to overcoming climate change scepticism is to stop 
reiterating the science, and start engaging with what climate change scepticism is 
really about - competing visions of how people see the world, and what they want 
the future to be like.
Do you "believe" in climate change might not be the scientifically rational question to 
ask, but it is the most essential one to address if we are to understand - and 
ultimately get beyond - climate change scepticism.”

http://www.culturalcognition.net/browse-papers/the-tragedy-of-the-risk-perception-
commons-culture-conflict.html



"The first principle is 
that you must not 
fool yourself, and 
you are the easiest 
person to fool." R.P. 
Feynman
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