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PAH 660: Contemporary Research in Health Systems and Policy
Course Description:


The purpose of this class is to provide Health System and Policy (HSP) doctoral students an opportunity to develop or extend knowledge of the current landscape of research in health systems and policy. A seminar format will be used to develop discussions of contemporary research in health systems and policy in topical areas selected by students. Emphasis will be placed on understanding the process and nature of HSP research – what are current or emergent  research questions, designs, measurement and statistical methods across and within the broad domains of research aimed at understanding how health systems could, should or do work. This perspective will be used to reflect on and enhance students’ competencies in research synthesis, as well as identifying and developing HSP related research proposals.

Student Learning Objectives:

 Develop or enhance skills in research review and synthesis
 Develop or enhance understanding of the state of research in specific topical domains
 Critically assess current research in specific topical domains
 Develop critical processes for identifying areas and opportunities of potential future research.

 Develop or enhance skills in developing research proposals 

Attaining Course Objectives:


The course objectives will be accomplished in several ways: readings, class discussion, student presentations, some lecture, and student papers. Completing the reading prior to each class is a critical part of successful learning and effective class participation. Full participation and preparation by all class members is critical to any seminar. Students will complete a “mock research proposal/dissertation prospectus in two steps: a “working draft”  and then a final paper. Each student will also develop readings and question guides for 4 class presentations. 
The purpose of these presentations is to elicit discussion from (and not lecture to) your class colleagues in support of your efforts in developing the “mock” proposal. policy briefs and a final paper during the course and select readings and prepare one class presentation on specific policy topics of their choice. Each student is expected to provide readings and summary of issue/topic/questions to stimulate directed discussion one week prior to the class presentation. The initial working draft is expected to be approximately 8-10 pages (double spaced) excluding references. The final proposal is expected to be 12-15 pages. Papers should be handed in hard copy unless other arrangements have been made with the professor.
Evaluation:

Students will be evaluated on their ability to discuss and present health policy material covered in class and through written policy briefs and the final paper.  Final grades will be determined based on the following four areas and their relative weighting:

Class participation/citizenship
20%

Presentations/Discussions (four)
20%

Working Draft



20%

Final paper



40%

Class assignments are expected to be completed on time. Failure to do so will be penalized. Class participation/citizenship will be assessed on willingness to engage in discussions, to listen and hear others opinions, and to allow room for all to participate. Presentations will be assessed on clarity and salience of presentation questions, relevance of readings, and ability to direct and sustain discussion. The working draft and final paper will be assessed on clarity and conciseness of writing and meeting the expectations described at the end of the syllabus. 

Class Website:

All class materials including the (updated) syllabus and weekly readings will be at:

http://web.pdx.edu/~nwallace/CRHSP.
Reading and Assignments:
October 1 -- Introduction: Topics, Process and Responsibilities

October 8 – Dr. Wallace – Measuring Health Systems’ Quality Production – the case of Oregon’s CCOs   
Questions: 

1) How should/could we conceive of and measure a health system’s “quality”?
2) Is quality production only related to what we “look” at or is it more ubiquitous?

3) Can we talk about quality production without knowing something about a system’s specific characteristics?
     ***see website for readings***
October 15 – Jessica Currier, Akiko Saito, Kam Pierce
October 22 – Cassandra Robinson, Nicole Merrithew, Samantha Slaughter-Mason
October 29 – Jessica Currier, Akiko Saito, Kam Pierce
November 5 – Cassandra Robinson, Nicole Merrithew, Samantha Slaughter-Mason
November 12 – Jessica Currier, Akiko Saito, Kam Pierce
****First (“Working Draft”)  Paper Due*** 
November 19 – Cassandra Robinson, Nicole Merrithew, Samantha Slaughter-Mason
November 26 - Jessica Currier, Akiko Saito, Kam Pierce
December 3 – Cassandra Robinson, Nicole Merrithew, Samantha Slaughter-Mason 
December 10 – No Class but….. 

          ****Final Paper Due***
Notes on Research Proposal/Prospectus Paper:
Purpose: Practice the art of creating and writing up a clear, concise and succinct research proposal or prospectus. The proposal/prospectus should cover the following areas: 1) a statement of the research topic/issue and its background and significance; 2) specific research questions or aims that the proposal intends to answer/fulfill; 3) the theoretical or conceptual frameworks that underpin the research questions are expected to guide the research process and assessment of results; 4) research design; 5) statistical methods and measurement; and, 6) study limitations. Clearly, each of these areas could be a “topic” in its own right. A critical aspect of this exercise is to evaluate which are most important to you in regard to your current investigation of a research area and which are less so at this point. A complete paper will address each of the six areas but should emphasize the specific areas that you developed through the class. 
Working Draft vs. Final Paper: The intent of the working draft is to provide me (and yourself) with a mid-course sense of where you are and where you are going. As noted above, your work in the class may focus more intensively on some of the six sections above than others. Part of the purpose of the working draft is to signal where you think you are going in terms of relative emphasis and where you still need/expect to go to complete the assignment.
