WORLD POPULATION AND FOOD SUPPLY
Geography 346U
Spring 2008

Professor Martha A. Works Cramer Hall 424G
Department of Geography mworks@pdx.edu
503-725-3165

Office Hours: MWF 12:45-2:00 and by appointment

Class meeting time: 11:30-12:35

Textbooks:  Gary Peters and Robert Larkin. 2005. Population Geography: Problems,
Concepts, and Prospects. Kendall Hunt Publishing.

L.T. Evans. 1998. Feeding the Ten Billion, Plants and Population Growth.
Cambridge University Press. Cambridge.

Population Data Sheet. 2007. Population Reference Bureau: Washington, D. C.
Available on web page: http://www.prb.org

FYI: Arthur Haupt and Thomas Kane. 2004. Population Handbook. Population Reference Bureau:
Washington, D. C Available as PDF on the web page http://www.prb.org/ (about 80 pages)

This class is an introduction to the global spatial patterns of population growth and food production.
Population growth, agricultural responses to meet the needs of this growing population, and the
consequences of the ensuing land use/land cover change are vital to an understanding of global issues.
Course material will cover the range of adaptations human communities have made to population growth,
how humans have transformed landscapes in an effort to meet their basic need for food, and the role of
population growth and agricultural development as it relates to global environmental change.

Lecture, Exam and Assignment Schedule:

Date Topic Reading Assignment Due
(readings roughly correspond to
topics covered during the section)

March 31  Introduction to class Intro & Chap 1/Population
Geography
April 2 Theories of population Chap 4/Population Geography
growth/food supply

April 4 History of population growth

April 7 History of population growth
April 9 Mechanics of population growth Chap 5/Population Geography

April 11 Factors affecting pop growth/ Chap 6/Population Geography
projections

April 14 Spatial patterns of population Chap 3/Population Geography Stage 1 report due
growth

Date Topic Reading Assignment Due



April 16

Consequences of rapid population
growth

Chap 9/Population Geography

April 18 Controlling population Chap 8/ Population Geography,
growth/examples: Mexico/ skim pp 195-211
April 21 Western Europe/Sub-Saharan Chap 7/Population Geography
Africa, others
April 23 Population planning and future
population growth
April 25 In-class exercise — population
dynamics
April 28 Evolution of Feeding the Ten Billion Stage 2 report due
agriculture/population growth Chapter 1
April 30 History of agricultural production = Feeding the Ten Billion
Chapter 2
May 2 EXAM
May 5 Distribution of agricultural Feeding the Ten Billion
resources/ag types Chapter 3
May 7 Global patterns of food production = Feeding the Ten Billion
Chapter 4
May 9 Regional variation in food supply  Feeding the Ten Billion
Chapter 5
May 12 Changes in agricultural Feeding the Ten Billion
productivity Chapter 6
May 14 Technology, innovation, expansion Feeding the Ten Billion Stage 3 report due
Chapter 7
May 16 Green revolution and genetic Feeding the Ten Billion
engineering Chapter 8
May 19 Nutrition, hunger and poverty — Feeding the Ten Billion
exercise Chapter 9
May 21 What the world eats/ food aid and = Feeding the Ten Billion
trade Chapter 10
May 23 Environmental impacts of food Feeding the Ten Billion
production Chapter 11
May 28 Future Trends: Food supply and Feeding the Ten Billion
population Chapter 12
May 30 In class exercise: staple foods,
income, and wellbeing
June 2 Globalization of food; Changes in | Chap 9/ Population Geography
food preferences
June 4 Industrialization of food Chap 10 / Population Geography
production
June 6 Integrating population and food Project due
Regional studies: France and
Brazil
June 12 Thursday FINAL 12:30-2:20

(Comprehensive)

If you have a legitimate scheduling conflict and need to arrange an alternate time for any of the exams
please let me know well ahead of time and arrange to take the exam prior to the scheduled time.

Requests for Academic Accommodation: If you are a student with a documented disability and are registered
with the Disability Resource Center, please contact me as soon as possible to arrange needed supports.



BOOKS ON RESERVE IN LIBRARY:: *The Doubly Green Revolution: Food for all in the 21°" Century
*Population Geography: Problems, Concepts, and Prospects
*Feeding the Ten Billion

Project:

A food product analysis that involves analyzing the production, processing, distribution, and
consumption patterns for one major food product. Will include 3 short reports where you 1) decide
on a food product (5 points), 2) present a list of questions you want to ask about that product and
sources you might use to research it (15 points); and 3) turn in 2-3 paragraphs summarizing how
you intend to pursue the project. See Handout

DUE: June 6 100 points for final project (plus 40 for 1*3 stage reports)
In-Class Exercises: There will be two in-class exercises, probably on April 27 and June 1. I’ll announce them in
class at least a week ahead of time. 5 points each. NO MAKE-UP of exercises. Please don’t ask, you are either

there or you are not there.

Exams: Exams will be a mixture of short answer essay, definitions, and objective (i.e., multiple choice, T-F, etc.)
questions. 2 exams, 100 points each. Make-up exams given only in exceptional circumstances.

GRADING:
2 exams/100 points each = 200 points
2 in-class exercises/S points each = 10 points
3 stage reports for final project = 40 points
Final project /100 points 100 points
TOTAL 350 points

Final grades will be based on an average of the total points. Grading scale will be roughly 90-100 = A, 80-89 =B,
etc.

Policy on Academic Honesty: Any type of academically and ethically dishonest work (plagiarism, copying
someone else's work, etc.) may result in an automatic "F" for the assignment and, when appropriate, a report filed
with the Office of Student Affairs. The PSU Bulletin includes the following statement on Academic Honesty:
"The Student Conduct Code, which applies to all students, prohibits all forms of academic cheating, fraud, and
dishonesty. These acts include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, buying and selling of course assignments and
research papers, performing academic assignments including tests and examinations) for other persons,
unauthorized disclosure and receipt academic information, and other practices commonly understood to be
academically dishonest."

Please see the PSU Bulletin or the following web sites for more information:
http://education.indiana.edu/~frick/plagiarism/
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_plagiar.html
http://www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html

Classroom expectations: The class begins at 11:30 am and ends at 12:35. Please make every reasonable effort
to arrive on time and to stay for the entire class. It is a matter of common courtesy to avoid behavior that disrupts
the classroom (i.e., cell phones, text messaging, chatting of any kind). I do not take attendance, it is your
responsibility to come to class and be an effective participant.




