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WHEN | WAS A BOY IN
CHINA

CHAPTER |
INFANCY

On a certain day in the year 1861, | was born. | cannot give yowd#oe @ate, because
the Chinese year is different from the English year, and our mbathg lunar, that is, reckoned
by the revolution of the moon around the earth, are consequently shareyaurs. We reckon
time from the accessions of Emperors, and also by cyclestgfy@ars each. The year of my
birth, 1861, was the first year of the Emperor Tung-che. We haveetweonths ordinarily; and
we say, instead of “January, February,” etc., “Regular Moon, Secawh M hird Moon,” etc.
Each third year is a leap year, and has an extra month so akeéaeach of the lunar years equal
to a solar year. Accordingly, taking the English calendar at@dard, our New Year's Day
varies. Therefore, although | am sure that | was born on the tiesitglay or the Second Moon
in Chinese, | don't know my exact birthday in English; and consequeinthg in America as |
have for many years, | have been cheated of my birthday celebration.

Being born a boy, there was a deal of rejoicing in the famaihd among numerous
relatives. If | had happened to be a girl, it would have beendiffeyent; the reason for which |
will tell in a chapter on “Girls of my Acquaintance.” My aberandfather smiled with
satisfaction when the news reached him in Fungshun, three hundredamdlgsto the East,
where he was holding office as Literary Sub-Chancellor. Camgtains poured in the shape of
presents of rich cloths, jewelry and pigs’ feet. These giftseca month after my birth, which
day is always celebrated as a christening-day is in Englandh&@ day, which we call the
“Completion of the Moon,” my name was given to me. | started vighsurname “Lee” which
my family and clan possess in common; and to that “Yan Phou,” whialfisgy“Wealth by
Imperial Favor,” was added—Lee Yan Phou. But | now arrange my naraccordance with
American custom.

The names given on those occasions are not like your “Jack,” “Harr{Dick,” but are
usually words chosen “from the dictionary” for their lucky importpecause they are supposed
to possess the power of warding off evil influences in the child’'sdoope. You should know
that in China a baby'’s fortune is told almost as soon as he isthereyents of his life being
foretold with surprising particularity.

In order to ward off malignant influences from the future oirtbleild, rich people often
spend great sums of money. To some deities, especially to the God of Longewviyare made,
and promises of presents annually, if the god will protect baby and bim through certain
crises in his life; and thus, willing or unwilling, the idol is summbdound to be the child’s
tutelary guardian. Also blind fortune-tellers are paid to intk¥céor the infant with their
particular idol. If you were living in China, you would notice the ssir amulets which
youngsters wear. They are sometimes made of gold and diwvengften these necklaces are
composed of mere scraps of paper with talismanic charactersdoéyneriests; they are



supposed to be efficacious in scaring away evil spirits. The frilEstune-tellers, lessees of
temples, clairvoyants, and astrologers drive a flourishing tiradieese mysterious wares. For
these charms, and the friendliness of the idols being a matté¥ of Heath, of future happiness
or misery to the beloved child, of course the poor are just as eaggernd money in this way as
the rich, and through baby's life they continue to pay annual ingatbnof money for these
things.

On my christening-day friends came to see me and to catageatne family, and a feast
was made in my honor. When the guests departed they carried shoh af roast pork as a
return-gift. Roast pig is the national festal dish in China, @s will learn. No occasion is
complete without it, whether it be a religious festival, the wersiiiancestors, a wedding, or a
birthday celebration. One feature of my christening feasttihwasmy mother was permitted to
have all she wanted of pigs’ feet and ginger pickled togetherbklieved that baby’s food will
be more abundant if the mother eat plentifully of this delicacy.

From what | have since observed | suppose that as it was ther wedson | was
wrapped in “swaddling clothes;” and | think the layers of garmesuld have caused the death
of any ordinary American baby. First came much underwear ajrcototh; then a jacket; then
another jacket; then a gown padded with cotton; then still anotheedyjaiiat of bright calico;
and over all a bib. | wore a cap too, but no shoes until | was able to walk. My hair wed sffa
except a small tuft, which was the beginning, the embryo, you sagyof the queue of the
future.

Speaking of the winter season: The climate in the city ofnaayvity is like that of
Canton which lies seventy-five miles to the north. Although no siadig; ind although ice is an
unknown quantity there, yet the weather is sufficiently chilly takena fire desirable. But
Chinese houses, strangely enough | now think, are built for summer, and to countémathbea
than to keep off cold; and no such furniture as a heating stove is knownerrfarnaces, nor
steam-heaters. So for warmth we resort to thick clothing, argleales are cut long with that
end in view. A funny consequence is that old and young look twice as big in wiimestaamer.

As a baby | had my playthings—bells, rattles and other knickkdendgut there is no
such blessed thing as a cradle among the Chinese in which balyensapthed and rocked to
sleep, neither the healthful, separate “crib.” | had to sleelp mit mother; and | have not a
doubt that | used to cry a deal because | felt too warm, fdvatielothes—which were plentiful
and heavily padded—would sometimes cover me all up and make it ilifficane to breathe. |
would be suffocated, smothered, and of course | would cry; and my mathél do everything
except give me air and liberty; numberless were the mediathrefistered, for Chinese doctors
pretend they can cure the crying of children at night. Americarnem®thave no idea what
impositions Chinese mothers suffer from physicians and sellesbanins, on account of their
superstitious fears concerning the health and welfare of their children.

In the daytime | used to sit in a bamboo chair which had a boardnhtfrat slid back
and forth and served both as a table to hold my playthings and a lke&gdane in my seat, for
it came up to my waist, so it was not possible for me tp ¢ed. In this stiff fixture | used to sit
hours at a time and watch my mother spin flax.

Our Oriental tastes are too simple to contrive such luxuridmlag-carriages. We have
instead our “carrying tie.” This consists of a piece of thiakh;labout two feet square, lined
inside, and embroidered outside with beautiful figures, and havinghmds sewed on, one at
each corner. To put me into this cloth carriage, the one who wasryonca, my mother or a
servant would lean over; | was then laid on her back, the “carriiageivn over me, and the



upper bands tied around the bosom of the carrier, the lower ones arouwmdidieMy legs, of
course, dangled outside; but it was nevertheless a very cabitogeat for me, though | doubt if
it were so pleasant for the one who lugged me about. The primary objbcs contrivance was
to get me to sleep, and many a fine nap | must have had in rMjatea” If | persisted in
keeping awake, my carrier would sing to me a lullaby which,gberdinary conversation put to
music more or less tuneful, is hardly worth a translation.

My earliest recollections are of a sitting-room on the grododr fof my grandsire’s
house, the right wing of which was assigned to my father atrtteeof his marriage. It was very
long and narrow, with bare brick walls in which no windows opened uponréet; stll the light
and ventilation came through a long narrow opening in the roof. Raie taough too, as well
as light and air, and had to be drained off.

The furniture of the room was simple; a bamboo sofa, a squareddble, stiff-backed
chairs, three long and narrow benches and a couple of stools. Thix asewlicity in
furnishings may be noticed everywhere in China; nowhere are everchihaclined to indulge
in luxury to any extent.

| remember very well the comfortless Chinese bed. Boards begBlace of springs, and
benches supported these boards. In ours, surmounting all was a heapy tame, which,
when new, was evidently gilded and carved. By this frame was susbera$guito nettings, an
absolutely necessary arrangement. The ground was our floor, overlaibngks a foot square
as carpet. No chimney was to be seen anywhere, no heating apgaaediysany ornaments. In
summer these rooms were cool and comfortable; but the winter'samch@old rendered them
cheerless.

There is only one event of my infant life worthy of record, tretldef my adopted father.
He was my father’'s brother and had accompanied my grandfathbe toity of his literary
administration. He was but a youth of twenty-one, unmarried and sgudgmthe public
examinations. On his deathbed, he designated me as his adopted soir.avigt peandfather
ratified the choice, so that without my consent | was transfémed my father’'s hands into my
uncle’s.

The mode of adoption is common. Usually the adopted son belongs to thiasalyper
clan, but not always; in any case he has the rights, privileges and duties fsatoAmong the
rights may be mentioned the inheriting of property, and among tiesdhe annual offerings at
the family alter and the grave, and the daily burning of remembrance incense.



CHAPTER I
THE HOUSE AND HOUSEHOLD

Babyhood is the most enjoyable stage in the life of an Oridhtalthe only period when
his wishes are regarded and when demonstrations of affection @m® $hm. The family
regulations in China are such that so soon as a child begins to understand, he is nothdrity taug
obey, but also loses his freedom of action; nor does he fully rettdukhe is old and past the
brief season of youthful enjoyment.

Every person in China is in strict subjection to somebody. Thd &hisubject to his
parents or guardian. They, in turn, are subject to their parents, wHalle to be called to
account by the elders of the clan. The magistrate is consitterddther of the people he rules
over; and the Emperor stands in the same relation to his sulgettte father to his children.
Women are subject to their fathers or husbands. All are subject to the national laws

Accordingly obedience and respect, rather than affection, grered of the Chinese
child. His home-life, therefore, is constrained, sober and dull. The tlaysato the ideal
character only when he habitually checks his affectionate iepussippresses his emotions and
is uniformly respectful to his superiors and uniformly dignifiedwhts inferiors. Therefore the
child is early taught to walk respectfully behind his superiarsjttonly when he is bidden, to
speak only when questions are asked him, and to salute his supetioeschyrect designations.
It would be the height of impropriety for him to mention his fathedme, or call his uncles and
elder brothers by their names. (Children call their fathed&” or “A-ye” which corresponds to
papa in English. Mamma in Chinese i&-tha” The syllableA is prefixed for the sake of
euphony or convenient pronunciation. In the same way, we 8asuK for uncle, “A-kag’ for
elder brother, A-ka' elder sister. Cousins on one’s father’s side are reckonedoti®els.) He
must rise from his seat when they approach him. If he is takxskdor anything he has done,
he must never contradict, never seek to explain. Such an offence éagilgt forgiven and
double punishment is likely to immediately overtake the offender. Hosn dfave | rued my
imprudence in contradicting my parents, uncles or teachers! Often | was but symg to give
the explanation of seemingly bad conduct. But the Chinese takeptanations from those
subject to them. It is better for an accused son, pupil, or sexvantfer punishment in silence
although he may be conscious of no wrong doing. This seems veryamabks and, in fact, it
does foster sullenness and a spirit of rebellion which fear aleepskunder. But the Chinese
deem this method absolutely necessary for the preservation ofiguthroevery household the
rattan stick is always ready to the hand of the majestithwafaoutraged family law. It is not my
intention to represent the Chinese as naturally cruel. Theyoard@hey simply maintain family
discipline by customs handed down from one generation to another. Fatldersachers have
undergone the same training. The customs of their ancestors gnjbe teachings of Confucius
prescribe it, and the laws of the empire arm it with authority.

Indeed, among the lower and less educated classes, we fing ascibline less strict
than among the higher orders of our people. | happened to be born to thentidgiiercondition
of life. There is no such thing as caste in China, in the senseat$tat exists in India. In China,
wealth, and literary and official honors ennoble a family andliftaib from a lower to a higher



plane. The regulations and government of my family were asorigoas possible. | lived the
years of my childhood in a shrinking condition of mind. Like all youngstewanted to shout,
jump, run about, show my resentments, and my affections, give my laspnas and
affectionate impulses full play. But like a colt in training foe tharness | was checked and
curbed, my tongue was bridled, and my feet clogged, by fear ofdayseMy father was a stern
man as was his father before him. | remember him vividly by the beatgag$rom him.

Yet he was truly good and kind.

Though the times when | required punishment were comparatively raemember a
constant sense of dread lest | should do something out of the way of a well-bree Gldné&se
bamboo rod hung over my head like the sword of Damocles. My motherigwdiil living)
saved me from its blows many a time by giving me timelgrnmng or by keeping my
misdemeanors from my father’s knowledge. But she was not sohigoliglulgent as to spare
me when | truly deserved punishment.

Our immediate family consisted of my parents, a brother fearsyolder than I, one two
years younger, and myself. | had two sisters who had died befotarthy by the course of
nature, let me add, for the horrible practice of female infantisige in our part of the empire
only heard of in stories, and not without a shudder.

| have previously said we occupied a part of my grandfather's hdhsebuilding had
only one floor. The accompanying plan describes it:

“A” stands for those spaces over which the roof was open tokiieasnd which
corresponded to th@ompluviumin the dwellings of the Romans. There were five of them in our
house. Through them came air, wind and rain. You may easily conjéleairsuch openings in
Chinese houses must be favorite entrances and exits for burglathieres. At night there
seems to be no protection against such gentry except the wakefhadessavery of watchmen,
who, by striking the hour of the night on a piece of bamboo in goingotireds, only warn the
burglars to keep out of sight while they are near. The Chinesénwartc serves the double
purpose of a patrolman and a perambulating clock; and although clecks@mmon use, my
countrymen have not yet employed bells to toll the hour for the whole city.

If you examine the plan, you will see that there is only onelaegntrance to the house.
Having passed the door, you will be in the vestibule which opersettatgecompluviumby
three pairs of doors, all of which are thrown ajar on grand occasiahsrdinarily only a side
pair are left open. Having passed them and descended by one stap caimpluviumyou have
a full view of the audience hall which is decorated and used oh @geasions, as New Year’'s
days, weddings, funerals, birthday celebrations, or for extraordawamts, as the reception of
distinguished guests, etc. On either hand are the two wingsylilarad men’s living rooms. The
only passage to the women’s apartments is through this audidhd@rhthat side also are three
pairs of doors, two of which are usually closed, only the pair on thenegtright being in daily
use. A screen stands before this entrance; for the worst thingaimdtappen is to have male
visitors look into the women’s apartments and see the female membehe family. My
grandmother occupied the chamber back of the ladies’ parlor, forstiaually considered the
best room on account of its central location. The left wing back was occupied by annaicie a
family. Behind this section of the house was the kitchen and chambers for semvadtaughters
of the house. The garden had a well, from which the women drew. watest | impress upon
you that the house was divided into two portions; the front belongitigetmen and the rear to
the women. My grandfather’s rule was that no lady of the fasmtuld pass the boundary line
except on “occasions.”



| make no mention of cellars because there were none. The halisemere of slate-
colored brick, the roof of tiles laid over slats and beams increasing in h@ighttfe vestibule to
the garden. The rooms were lofty and airy, and but for storms andrites’s wind would have
been comfortable.

As | have before said, the house was plainly furnished. The audiatheeas the festival
room. A long table in the centre, with interesting vases ands;wstood behind a square one of
mahogany. They were flanked by two rows of chairs of the same materateaipoys between
that served to hold the teacups of guests. A couple of easy folthirg ined with leather, stood
in front. On the walls were watercolor paintings and scrolls.



CHAPTER Il
CHINESE COOKERY

The housekeeping was likewise simple. My grandmother was the diethe family
during her husband’s absence, and she had always the managenthenmafior affairs of the
entire establishment. She it was who assigned the duties pednsended the work of the
servants, and the employments of the daughters, and the daughssvs-ivé hired a cook,
several maid servants and a man servant, so that there wasaneed that the ladies of our
family should soil their dainty hands or weary their delicage. fiely grandmother, however, had
her own ideas about work, and used to arrange that her daughters should not be idle or ignorant.

The hour for rising was between six and seven A.M. The children of the household had to
go to school at seven; and the men had business to attend to.

As soon as day dawned, the servants were stirring. They sheeftiritk floors, and
having heated some water, they would go to wake their respectiteesses, placing the
warmed water before them for the morning toilet. As each ggdefrom his or her slumber,
greetings were scrupulously exchanged. We Chinese say, “Earhlyjing!” instead of “Good
morning!” The servants were then sent out to market to buy therialatfor breakfast. Let us
follow them.

After winding in and out through narrow streets flanked with blanksywiile monotony
broken only by doorways, we come to the business portion of the city. We emerge into a scene of
life and animation. Men and servant girls are either on theirtavayarket or returning, carrying
wicker baskets of eels, fish, pork, vegetables. Here are inceops, $utcher shops and grocery
stores, fish stalls and vegetable stands. The stone pavememiperysivith mud. The din is
deafening. The present stage in the development of trade in China does not admipate for
one’s wares. The seller and buyer must wrangle for minutes ofeaw anills. Time is of no
consideration. A man will go through and through the market, listening to whas atleegiving,
pricing everything for himself, and at the same time beatwegptice down so low that the
hawker will not agree to sell.

Our servants having, after much haggling, procured the wherewsthatdakfast, let us
return to our kitchen and see the meal prepared. Your first extitamis sure to be, “How
smoky it is! Oh, stifling! Let us come away!” Well, thisdien certainly is not so cozy and neat
as American kitchens usually are. The smoke does not go out by chibutethrough the
skylight and wherever it finds an outlet. The walls are blaith the accumulation of years of
soot. That large stove in the corner is built of brick. The smokesisbugugh an aperture in the
back and curls upward through the opening into the clear skyhé&top of this stove is a large
round iron spider about three feet in diameter. In this rice is coogingw being cheaper, is
burnt in this stove instead of wood, and some one is required to feetketherfstantly. Turning
to the left, we see little clay stoves, on which food is frymgpiders, or boiling in earthen pots,
over a wood fire. Grandmother and her daughters are superintendingritnés preparations.
Vegetables are cut into bits and boiled with pork or mutton, making a Goeens are boiling.
Fish is steaming, frying, or stewing with our without vegetbMeat is cut fine; when the
spider becomes heated lard is put in it, then pieces of onion, then the shred meat, atidedl is



till well embrowned; then turnips, potatoes, and sometimes other bégetae added and, after
boiling water is poured in, the whole is left to simmer and stdivfoAd, we observe, is cut in
pieces before being cooked, or else before serving. For no knives, no forks are used.

At ten A.M. the tables are set; those for men either in thgsyor in their rooms; those
for the women in their common sitting-room or parlor. Each tablessat eight persons. No
table linen is used. Chopsticks and spoons are placed before eaci ptaéeod is brought in
large bowls or plates. Rise is carried to the table in a wooden pail or waslezt, form which it
is served in small bowls. The servants summon the inmates kfdstealhe younger ones do
not presume to sit till their elders are seated; then aféding a show of asking permission to
eat, when the elders gravely nod assent, the breakfast begins. Salpnidirst; then each
person, holding the chopsticks in the right hand and the bowl of rice lefthifts his food to
his mouth, pushes the lumps in with the sticks, alternating this matibrpicking meat, fish or
vegetables from the dishes which are common to all. One must také&amlyhat side of the
plate which is nearest to him, however. It is a breach of etigteetiach over to the opposite
side. When one finishes, he bids the rest to “eat leisurely,” vidbnicar mode of saying, “Excuse
me!” The Chinese invariably wash their hands and faces after every meal.

Tea is drunk about the same time. It is taken without milk or su@affee is not
common in China, and we are not accustomed to drink cold water. Treanational beverage
and is taken to assuage thirst at all times and occasionsesisviet America. At noon a lunch
of cakes or pastry may be served. The majority of people asfieshtwith two meals a day.
Supper, or dinner, is served at five P.M.

In the interval between the two meals, the ladies of ommilyasewed, spun flax,
embroidered or received company, that is, their lady friendscehw in sedan-chairs, some to
make short visits, some to spend the day. Guests were regaledratvith confections and
pastry, but tea was always presented to a guest soon after arrivalldtivave been uncourteous
to omit it. In the evening, after the lamps were lighted, thie$ young and old, would sit down
to a game of dominoes, tell stories, or gossip.

A peculiar feature in Chinese domestic arrangements isvtiext sons are married they
continue to live with their parents, while daughters, when marriedexrected to live with their
husband’s parents. Such an arrangement often causes a deal of &nodilni®st of the domestic
infelicity in Chinese home-life is ascribed to it. But the ooshas been handed down from time
immemorial, each succeeding generation being educated for amktisnes happens that the
mother-in-law and the daughter-in-law are suited to each othdivanpleasantly together; but
this presumes that both entertain exalted views of duty and asedlesth forbearing natures
and yielding dispositions. The Chinese say that all depends on son anddyusbhe be dutiful
to his parents and strict in family discipline, he can prevent damasils; if he only shut his
ear against the complaints of his wife, peace will be predeBut the son and husband is apt to
lean to one side or the other, so either harbors resentment tdvisn®ther or acts unjustly
towards his wife. The father usually steers clear of the tepubbugh he sometimes acts as a
peacemaker. Then again if the mother-in-law gets along wéillomé of her daughters-in-law, it
is not certain that she can with the rest, or that the la#terget along peacefully with one
another.

“Every family has a skeleton in the closet,” it is said her&merica. It is no less true of
Chinese families.



My grandmother’'s was a character that inspired respechestad little trouble in the
management of her large family. She had administrative tafemthigh order, and therefore a
fair share of household happiness fell to our lot.



CHAPTER IV
GAMES AND PASTIMES

The active sports of Chinese boys are few. There are hargdlgports, so-called, that
develop the muscles and render a lad graceful and agile. Thes€tiog at sixteen is as grave
and staid as an American grandfather; and if he happens to be married soor #iteryf aside
most games as being childish. At the best, he has nothing correspaadiaseball, football,
cricket, bicycle riding, skating, sliding or tennis. Nor is he faficexerting himself. He would
rather sit for hours talking and joking than waste time in runningnoping. He thinks it work if
his play entails much perspiration. His elders, too, frown upon boisteamussg They approve
quiet, meditative lads who are given to study.

But you must not suppose that the Chinese boy never plays at alhite of many
obstacles, he proves that he is a boy still, and I will describe the outdoor amsseménch he
does indulge.

Kite-flying is a national recreation. Young and old take pait &md it is not unusual to
see a gray-haired man enjoying it in company with a tengldayoungster. Kites are of all sizes.
| have seen kites that were six or seven feet from wing tg.Wihe frame is made of bamboo
slips which can be easily bent. Over this is pasted very simritpaper, upon which strong
figures are painted—sometimes the face of a man, sometibisk ©n the larger kites a bow is
fastened at the top, with a reed instead of a string, and tileewind blows upon this reed, a
melodious sound will be heard through the air, that greatly deleyeis/body; it seems to the
spectators a mysterious voice from a different sphere.

Kite-flying in America can be much improved. Kites should be coosd of the
Chinese shape.

The rib that runs through both wings should bulge out so that the papehaidaest may
cave in. This is for the purpose of catching and retaining the wimeel as of steadying the kite.
To a kite of this shape a tail is needles.

To fly such a kite, the cord must be very strong, and often itresgjtwo or three men to
hold it. When it gets among the clouds, and the flyer's enthusiaamtssboiling-point, a paper
butterfly, beautifully colored, is fastened on the cord and the wind seodswith a whizzing
sound to the kite itself. But when it touches the kite, the butterfiy'g)s come together, and
down it returns by its own weight, bringing a message fronskies, and its graceful approach
is watched breathlessly.

The ninth day of the ninth month, which comes in October, is “Kidag.” On that day
it is the fashion to go up high hills and hold communion with heavenly zepBych a scene is
inspiring. Men and boys, of all ranks, sizes and ages, are sdenonds in their hands, pulling,
yanking and jerking, or letting loose, all sorts of agile ricggpanonsters in the azure sky. The
fun consists in the making the kites fight—in entangling them andhguihe another’s strings
by sudden jerks.

There is a story to account for the origin of the Kites’ Back in the origin of world’s
history, when Time was yet a boy, a man, while working in thel,fielas told by a passing
stranger with an august mien, that a terrible plague was abouitthigihouse on the ninth day
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of the ninth month, and that the only way to escape was to hide in théiHigearby. After
giving this warning, the stranger disappeared mysteriously. This wizo was, by the way, a
good man, went home, and getting his whole family together bédferatal day arrived, set out
with them to the hill designated and remained there all day. Tie @iy the time probably, his
children flew kites. Hence the custom. After sunset, they wenehamad found that all their
cattle, chickens and ducks had died. This proved that they themselvesenadaled by the
intervention of some deity. Ever since, people have made the day a national holiday.

Kicking the shuttlecock is a favorite outdoor amusement with both &mysyentlemen.
The shuttlecock consists of a bunch of feathers stuck in small, roeedspof leather, or
pasteboard, and tied together by a string. The game is to kickrit itMiseserved to you and not
allow it to drop on the ground. When one muffs, he has to serve someanéretsdwo to six
persons can play. Skillful players will keep the shuttlecock abowend for some time. We also
have something which is a feeble apology for the manly sportsafbladl. A piece of snakeskin
is wound around with yarn till it attains the size of a billiaedl. Boys in China toss it, or make
it bound, as American boys do their rubber balls.

Penny-tossing, or rolling, carries out the idea of marblesitBsitnot considered a nice
game, and only bad boys indulge in it. Swimming is not popular, althougi @lginese boys
learn to swim.

Fishing means work with the Chinese. A man, or boy, goes adisnnply for the fish,
and not for the fun; and | am of the opinion that my countrymen are right.

Of indoor games and pastimes there is only a small list. Siooeg ladies and
gentlemen are not allowed, in China, to enjoy one another’s soctging is, of course, out of
the question. A Chinese gentleman would consider it foolishness and asatese/aste of time
to hop about and twirl around for a whole night. Amusements requiring soeradion are not
to his taste; and as for throwing his arm around a girl’s wiagtee whirl of the waltz, a Chinese
gentleman would not permit himself such an indecorum. Accordingly, egeetl’s indoor
pastimes are cricket-fighting and quail-fighting.

Cricket-fighting is sort of a passion, or craze, with some Gkinkn the cricket season,
men and boys hunt for them by the wayside, or among thickets on theamsulk¥Yhen caught
they are fed and afterwards tested as to their fightingtepsalA good fighter will fetch quite a
large sum.

Dominoes is a game played by men and women as well as childienlifferent from
the American game, being more like the card game of whist.

Guessing Pennies always furnishes much amusement to littleabdygirls. Chinese
coins are made of brass and copper, with a square hole in the midcth¥enience in carrying.
On one side is a legend in Chinese giving the name of the engpeign and the wordSting-
pag” i.e., currency The game is to guess the name of the reign, when the camesl tupside
down. Another game is played around fruit stands; it is to guess the number of seedsngen ora
The loser pays for the orange while the winner eats it.

There are not many games in which boys and girls play togdthieey do play together
it is only when they are children, under ten or twelve. Growingyuis will have nothing
whatever to do with boys, though Chinese boys and girls are vegbknotach with friends of
their own sex.
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CHAPTER V
GIRLS OF MY ACQUAINTANCE

| still continually find false ideas in American concerningir@se customs, manners and
institutions. Small blame to the people at large, who have no medearoihg the truth except
through newspapers or accounts of travelers who do not understanthesaee in passing
through our country. From the time of Sir John Mandeville, travelerth (& few notable
exceptions) have vied with each other in relating the most wandstdries about our ancient
empire. Accordingly, what I tell in this series of artglabout Chinese customs, manners and
institutions may often contradict general belief.

There is far less of truth told about the “fair section”ted Chinese people than of the
sterner sex, because far less is known. What | myself propaséitochiefly derived from daily
observation of the female members of my family and those of myddndfery distant relatives
are recognized in China; a man prides himself upon the large naibisrconnections as well
as upon the influence his family exert in the community on accouwmieafth or position. A
“poor relation” there is treated with much more consideration aredtaih than in this country.
Generosity towards that class of unfortunates is so common, an@gate@rs so strenuously
insisted upon, in the moral code of the Chinese, that it almosiscabe an individual virtue—
it is a national virtue.

Of the numerous cousins, aunts and other fair relatives thao fiely tearthly lot several
lived in the same house with us, under the superintendence of my grandrasthbave before
said; there were two aunts who were then too young to marryaumws by marriage, and three
young cousins in the house. Then on the same street dwelt aboutothfasty families, all
related to us by blood, whose female members it was my peyilag a relative and as a
youngster, to see often. | assure you they comprised among themf @il sorts of tempers and
characters. The gentle, refined and modest stood side by shi¢heirough, uncultured and
forward. There were good looking ones, and there were homely ones.

Let me add that these girls had not been “killed during th&ncy.” | am indignant that
there should be a popular belief in America that Chinese gitlseatbirth are generally put to
death because they are not wanted by their parents. Nothing ¢arthge from the truth. In a
country like China, where women do not appear in public life, it mustwdhat sons are more
to be desired, for the very good reason that family honor and gépend on them and ancestral
worship necessitates either the birth or adoption of sons to perpituatenture to say that in
proportion to population and distribution of wealth that infanticide is @sinaChina as it is in
this country. Extremely poor people, finding it hard to keep even theessalive, often prefer
to “make way” with their babies rather than see them slovelywstto death. With them, girl
babies are more often sacrificed because boys are reddjpyed by rich and childless persons,
while the female infants rarely can be thus provided for. But le¢ iunderstood that there are
established in every good-sized town infant hospitals in which thage ave kept and brought
up with care by means of funds and furnished by good people. The saeraonies of
christening are observed with girl babies, and though relativesgmayl, they nevertheless
bring the customary presents of cloth, jewelry and pigs’ feet.

12



In spite of the restraint all Chinese children are suligeate little boys and girls used to
have good times together. Among the boys were two brothers of mina ahdle troop of
cousins of whom five were about my age. We used to play cattecrass-in-the-corner, jack-
straws and jack-stones, the girls (all the way from fourigbteyears of age) taking as much
interest in the games as we did. Of course at any time tigegentlemen of the family were
present, we used to sit as quiet as mice and as demure as monks and nuns.

In those games which depend on dexterity and activity, we boyswuamers; but when
it came to games demanding skill, patience, quick wit and delmfatmuch, we were distanced
by the girls.

Many a quarrel did we have as points of dispute came up; and ofter omeset would
not speak to another, or would even cut the whole of us for days togethetoomtasf some
unfair play. Those little tiffs seemed to be of momentous impastémen. But the boy whose
heart swells with indignation at that which offends his sense wégus likely to grow up a true
man after all.

But our chief amusement and delight was to hear stories;iagibpdicose about fairies
and ghosts. Oh! the blood-curdling stories that we were privilegedaio They were enough to
set anybody’s teeth a-chattering and to stand his hair on end.wireyalways told in a low,
sepulchral tone of voice, and the lamps were turned down, which very muyiteneid the
artistic effect. We were also entertained with healthfdcalotes, such as scraps of history or
biographical sketches of China’'s great men and famous women. But weh@oaxed “real
hard,” we could generally get some one to tell us stories of goblins, intgsath#ted the forests,
specters that dwelt in old coffins, and witches and fairieswea¢ good to those who pleased
them. After listening to the glowing account of their antics aretisiegood or mischievous, it
was useless to attempt making me go to bed alone or without aHgth when some one
accompanied me with a light, |1 never felt safe until | had caverg head with the bedclothes.
That superstitious dread haunts me yet, especially when walking @ldhe dark. | think it is
impossible that | shall ever outgrow it.

When between six and eight years of age, my girl-cousins habkstep which affected
all their after-lives. At that age all well-born Chinesesseis have their feet bound. It is a fashion
they are obliged to follow. If they should not, they would not be recogrigdadies when they
grow up, and they would become a disgrace to their families. Chamestecrats are as proud
and jealous of their good name as the bluest-blooded of European noblésndtiyat lowers
them in the eyes of their neighbors is carefully guarded ag&iosbrdingly, only the daughters
of poor and humble parents are permitted by society to retain the feet as naaweddsem.

The process of binding is a gradual one. From first to last, baedsoamd around the
tender feet to prevent their growth; but at first shoes are weariynas large as the natural size;
in a year or so the shoes will have to be smaller, and asathéderease in size till they attain to
three or two and a half inches in length, so shoes are madefte fdssened foot. But oh! the
suffering that goes with it. This never has been exaggerated iacanunt. Many a time have |
heard my cousins groan with pain as the tortures of binding werg bedergone. Yet, strange
to say, those girls would not have had exemption from the process, ascunt. To be ranked
as servants, working girls? Not they. The Chinese young ladgses to be fashionable even
though she undergo torture for several years and incur helplessness for life.

Don’t imagine, however, that Chinese ladies are unable to move c@heynost of them,
walk short distances. But it is true that the spirit is takerobtliem by this species of suffering,
and that they are oppressed by a sense of physical helplessness and dependence.
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The work that little girls in China do is light. Trifling thisgbout the cooking, such as
shelling or peas or assorting of greens, were given over to hgogsins. Between meals, the
little girls were taught to sew, embroider and to spin fleheyTwere never so happy as when a
group of them sat together at work; one would tell a story, anatheld follow with a ballad,
singing it with that peculiar plaintive tone which is considergrhi of the ballad’s charm. My
cousins were early taught to read and write, and in companysvitleys, until they were eleven
or twelve; then they were thought too old to be left in the sociebpys very much; especially
was it so after some strangers came to our school, which tedgigsed in the men’s living
rooms.

In closing this chapter, | wish to call attention to the fhat Chinese girls—though you
may think they lead a humdrum sort of life, though it be true thgtahe strangers to exciting
gayeties enjoyed by American girls—are usually contented and think thaipleasant one. It is
the custom, | am aware, to represent Chinese young ladiegyasstang in their apartments and
contemplating with tearful eyes the walls that confine themb& sure, they do not have that
excess of liberty by which some American girls are spoyetithey are not kept under lock and
key. They have that liberty which is consistent with our ideagrgpriety. They make visits,
they call on their neighbors, they go to theatres, they sesghts, they witness boat-races and
do many pleasant and social things besides. But whatever they @oistladwvays a limit—they
are not permitted to acquaintance of young men. And when they aiednéhey are restricted
to the society of their husbands. You perhaps think their existeraikeir@ f They look upon the
sort of life that American girls lead as very improper.
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CHAPTER VI
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL LIFE

Schools in China are usually kept by private gentlemen. The govetrmpravides for
advanced scholars only. But since the one qualification for offiedusation, and the avenue to
literary distinction and public honors lies through competitive exaimimg the encouragement
that the government extends to education and learning can be edtiomdy by that eager
pursuit of knowledge which is common to all classes, and by theaterein which scholars
and scholarship are held.

Therefore it is not strange that schools are to be found evergynin small hamlets as in
large towns, although the government appropriates no funds for theskstedsit of common
schools; and although no such thing is known as “compulsory education,”ishargeneral
desire, even among the poorest classes, to give their children “echitieli®g.” Schools of their
lower grades never boast more than one teacher each. The caonlsyatem of a head-master
and several assistants does not work well in China. The schoolnmaSigina must be absolute.
He is the monarch of all he surveys; in his sphere there is toodispute his rights. You can
always point him out among a thousand by the scholar's long gown, Isyehmslook, by his
bent form, by his shoulders rounded by assiduous study. He is usualsigigad, so that an
immense pair of spectacles also marks him as a trainer ofitfte He generally is a gentleman
who depends on his teaching to make both ends meet—his school is his ovengiegbrise—
for no such thing exists in China as a “school-board” and if he bdegant penman, he
increases the weight of his purse by writing scrolls; ibaen artist, he paints pictures on fans.
If he has not taken a degree, he is a perennial candidate foen@cabonors which the
government only has a right to confer.

A tuition fee in China varies according to the ability and ramrteof the teacher, from
two dollars to twenty dollars a year. It varies also accortbnipe age and advancement of the
pupil. The older he be, the more he has to pay. The larger sum | &uaneel s paid to private
tutors. A private tutor is also usually invited to take his abode ihdhbse of the wealthy pupil;
and he is also permitted to admit a few outsiders. During féstimad on great occasions, the
teacher receives presents of money, as well as of eathblashis pupils. And always he is
treated with great honor by all, and especially by the pacérite pupils. For the future career
of their children may, in one sense, be said to be in his hands.

One who teaches thirty or forty boys at an average tuitierofdour dollars, is doing
tolerably well in China; for with the same amount he can buy diveix times as much of
provisions or clothing as can be bought in America.

Schools usually open about three weeks after the New Yeaysddd continue till the
middle of the twelfth month with but a few holidays sprinkled in. HoweWehe teacher be a
candidate for a literary degree, usually a vacation of aboutestksvis enjoyed by the pupils in
summer. During the New Year festival, a month is given awvdun and relaxation. Unlike the
boys and girls of America, Chinese pupils have no Saturdays as lsoliaysundays as rest-
days. School is in session daily from six to ten A.M., at which @fhgo home to breakfast. At
eleven A.M., all assemble again. At one P.M. a recess of about arslgpanted to the pupils to
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get lunch. From two P.M. to four is held the afternoon session. Thisowfse is only
approximate, as no teacher is bound to a fixed regularity. Hdilmgy to regulate his hours as
he chooses. At four P.M. the school closes for the day.

Schools are held either in a private house or in the hall ofiglee The ancestral temples
which contain the tablets of deceased ancestors are usuatfeddia schools, because they are
of no other use and because they are more or less secluded, gedeaiedly spacious. In a large
hall, open on one side towards a court, and having high ceilings supportettybpillars,
besides the brick walls, you may see in the upper right-handrcarsguare wooden table,
behind which is the wooden chair; this is the throne of his majestysetimolmaster. On this
table are placed the writing materials, consisting of brushes, imkliaand ink-wells made of
slate. After pouring a little water in one of these welg take of ink is rubbed in it until it
reaches a certain thickness when the ink is ready to be usetruEhes are held as a painter’s
brushes are.

In conspicuous view are the articles for inflicting punishment;cad&n ruler to be
applied to the head of the offender and sometimes to the hands,ratsanastick for the body.
Flogging with this stick is the heaviest punishment allowed; fghtsbffences the ruler is used
upon the palms, and for reciting poorly—upon the head.

The room at large is occupied by the tables and stools of the,iyzlss being reserved
for superiors. The pupils sit facing the teacher, or at right arigleim. Their tables are oblong
in form and if much used will show the carving habits and talentseaf occupants. The pupils
are all of one sex usually, for girls seldom attend other schuatsthose kept in the family, and
then only up to eleven or twelve years of age. They are taught the same lesbeimdasthers.

The boys range from the way of six or seven, up to sixteen onteewveyears of age, in
an ordinary school; for there is no such thing as organizing them agses and divisions; each
one is studying for himself. Still there are schools in whitpwpils are advanced; and there are
others which have none but beginners. But they are rare.

| began to go to school at six. | studied first the three psintieeTrimetrical Classi¢the
Thousand-words Classi@nd thelncentive to StudyThey were in rhyme and metre, and you
might think they were easy on that account. But no! they were Tihede being no alphabet in
the Chinese language, each word had to be learned by itsélstAdll that was required of me
was to learn the name of the character, and to recognizerit dgaiing was learned by copying
from a form written y the teacher; the form being laid underthineg paper on which the
copying was to be done. The thing | had to do was to make all thestexactly as the teacher
had made them. It is a very tedious operation.

| finished the three primers in about a year, not knowing whalliyre/as studying. The
spoken language of China has outgrown the written; that is, we no kEpeg as we write. The
difference is like that between the English of today and that of Chauceg's tim

| then took up theGreat Learning written by a disciple of Confucius; and then the
Doctrine of Meanby the grandson of Confucius. These textbooks are rather hard to umdiersta
sometimes, even in the hands of older folks; for they are treatisksarning and philosophy. |
then passed on to thefe and Sayings of Confuciusnown as theConfucian Analectso the
American scholars. These books were to be followed blitaeand Sayings of Menciuand the
Five Kings—five classics, consisting of books of history, divination, universal dtguedes
and theSpring and Autumria brief and abstract chronicle of the times” by Confucius.

| had to learn all my lessons by rote; commit them to merfaryecitation the day
following. We read from the top right-hand corner downwards, and then &ketlie top with the
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next line, and so on. Moreover, we begin to read from what seems to you the end of the book. All
studying must be done aloud. The louder you speak, or shriek, the redreyau get as a
student. It is the only way by which Chinese teachers makelsatréheir pupils are not thinking

of something else, or are not playing under the desks.

Now, let me take you into the school where | struggled with theegShiwritten language
for three years. Oh! those hard characters which refused tb thielr meaning to me. But |
gradually learned to make and to recognize their forms as well as#neas. This school was in
the ancestral hall of my clan and was like the one | haveidedc There were about a dozen of
us youngsters placed for the time being under the absolute swag ofd gentleman of
threescore-and-six. He had all the outward marks of a scholain addition, he was cross-eyed,
which fact threw an element of uncertainty into our schemes of tumw€ used to like to “get
ahead” of the old gentleman, and there were a few of us always ready farkany

It is six o’clock A.M. All the boys are shouting at the top ofitlweices, at the fullest
stretch of their lungs. Occasionally, one stops and talks to sonsttmg near him. Two of the
most careless ones are guessing pennies; and anon a dispegeaari® which of the two
disputants writes a better hand. Here is one who thinks he knowsduis ke®d, having given his
book to another, repeats it for a trial. All at once the talkingplfigng, the shouting ceases. A
bent form slowly comes up through the open court. The pupils rise tddbeirA simultaneous
salutation issues from a dozen pairs of lips. All crying dudo”Sé (venerable teacher)! As he
sits down, all follow his example. There is no roll-call. Then omedahis book up to the
teacher’s desk, turns his back to him and recites. But see, he esitatds; the teacher prompts
him, with which he goes on smoothly to the last and returns to hisvdkat look of satisfaction.
A second one goes up, but poor fellow! he forgets three times; tieetaa out of patience with
the third stumble, and down comes the ruler, whack! whack! upon the heddoNk¢ithand
feeling the aching spot and the other carrying back his book, thendised youngster returns to
his desk to re-con his lesson.

This continues until all have recited. As each one gets backsteehit, he takes his
writing lesson. He must hold his brush in a certain position, vegtiaild the tighter he holds it
the more strength will appear in his handwriting. The schoolmastkesma tour of inspection
and sees that each writes correctly; writing is as gmeatrt in China as painting and drawing are
in other countries and good specimens of fine writing are valued as good pairgihgsear

After the writing lesson it is time to dismiss school foraffast. On re-assembling, the
lesson for the next day is explained to each one separatelyedtieet reads it over, and the
pupil repeats it after him several times until he gets thentajf the words learned. He then
returns to his desk and shouts anew to get the lesson fixed in his yndimmemore advanced
scholars are then favored with the expounding of Confucius&ects or some literary essay.
After the teacher concludes, each is given a passage oéxhéotexplain. In this way, the
meaning of words and sentences is learned, and made familiaaft€h®on session is passed
by the older pupils in writing compositions in prose or in verse, antidyounger in learning
the next day’s task.

This is the regular routine, the order of exercises in Chinese schools.

Grammar, as a science, is not taught, nor are the mathematimguage and literature
occupy the child’s attention, as | have shown, for the first fiveioryears; afterwards essay-
writing and poetry are added. For excellence in these two bramulitdi prizes are awarded by
the resident Literary Sub-Chancellor. But public exhibitions and detians are unknown,
though Chinese fathers sometimes visit the schools. The relatidhe eéxes are such that a
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Chinese mother never has the presumption to appear at the doochaiodraom in order to
acquaint herself with the progress of her child’s education.

Parents furnish the textbooks as a rule. They are bound into volumgrirsied usually
with immovable type.

The pupils usually behave well. If not, the rattan stick comesgitpmmto use. Chinese
teachers have a peculiar method of meting out punishment. | remamebpisode in my school-
life which illustrates this. One afternoon, when the old schoolmhafgyened to be away longer
than his wont after the noon recess, some of the boys began top'tuthe fun reached its
height in the exploding of some fire-crackers. As they went ofkimgathe hall ring with the
noise, the teacher came in, indignant, you may be sure. His defegtgedarted about and
divided around to fix upon the culprit, but as he didn’t happen to be in the liheiotision, the
guilty boy stole back to his seat undetected. The old gentlemandlzenl she rattan and in a
loud tone demanded who it was that had let off the crackers. And whenyraisaered, what
do you suppose he did? He flogged the whole crowd of us, saying thas lseineao get hold of
the right one and that the rest deserved a whipping for not making the real okieoa. Truly,
the paths of Chinese learning in my day were beset with thorns and briers!
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CHAPTER VII
RELIGIONS

In talking about religion in China, | need hardly remind you thats@ianiity is of recent
introduction and that many things belonging to it, such as the Saldbaffthes, ministers,
regular meetings for worship, are unknown to the great mass pete. The Chinese do not
divide the year into weeks, nor do they have Christmas or Eastle piace of those Christian
days they observe other festivals.

We have three systems of religion: Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism.

Confucianism, the religion taught by Confucius, a great philosopherdiwed about five
hundred years before the birth of Christ—is the religion of the Esnpef the large body of
officials, and of the educated classes generally. This systamainly moral and practical, in
opposition to the spiritual and the speculative. It teaches mankindftorperertain duties; for
instance, to honor and serve one’s parents, to be obedient and defeneatids$ tone’s elders, to
be loyal to one’s lawful sovereign and to live harmoniously with omefs. These precepts are
expanded and extended so that they are adapted to all the requiremerdgern society.
Confucius never taught the existence of God, for he felt that he did not know anybirigiam
nor did he advance any theories concerning heaven and hell. He sinngty taen to love
goodness for its own sake. But this lofty philosophy, however it nhigi suited the character
of the philosopher and his personal disciples, never was popular in rike g&t people
generally accepted it and practiced it. Still the Chinese haeal reverence for Confucius and
his precepts, and, excepting the few who are professed Buddhists aaigts,T will call
themselves Confucianists, although they may not understand all thahaiter taught, and in
spite of the fact they worship gods of other systems of religibe.gbds of Confucianists, pure
and simple, are heaven and earth, the spirits of the wind and thgréae mountains, the
household gods (answering to the Penates of the Romans) and one’s ancestors.

Taoism was formerly a pure system of philosophy, but it byedsgsadly degenerated
into a sect which borrowed its doctrines from Buddhism and Confucianiemhas had
engrafted upon it from time to time innumerable superstitions. Thetpraé the sect are men
whose business is to impose on the people, and who make a living out of their superstitious fears
Thus, if a person falls sick, or is supposed to be possessed by apielila Taoist priest is
summoned to intercede for him and to offer up vows for his recovery. So also when a person dies
one of them rings a bell in front of the corpse, and, by mumbling @ lgibberish, pretends to
open the gate of the lower world for the departed soul to enter. A pieilver is previously put
in the mouth of the dead person to pay toll with. AlImost everythirgjinable is worshiped by
the Taoists and those who believe in the efficacy of their irgeimes. Everything has spirit or
spiritual counterpart in the next world; and this spirit, accordm@ is propitiated by offerings,
or offended by lack thereof will work good or evil to the man. Thezegads of war, literature,
wealth, and medicine; and there are the goddesses of marriechwochef seamen. These are a
few of the nobler specimens of the idols which are worshiped. @itiée fimagination of the
Chinese fills every lake and river with spirits, every sti@ai house with ghosts, and every
wood and mountain with deities. They believe the next world to sfleadow of this; that the
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dead have everything in the world below which they had on earth—onlypghaséses exist as
shadows instead of substances.

Buddhism entered China about the time of Christ. One of the Empefrdhee Han
dynasty, having heard of the rise of a great sage in the Wédtan embassy to see him and to
bring back his teachings. Doubtless the reputation of the marvebmeséhe had been spread in
the northern part of China by European and Arabian traders and haeédehe ears of the
Chinese monarch. The embassy set out on their long, tedious and periloey.j&ut while
passing near India, they heard of Buddha and his sublime teachings. They supposed ke to be
sage they were seeking, and they turned aside into India. Buddha tred tijme been absorbed
in Nirvana—he was dead; and the embassadors contented themselvesirwiing back his
books to China. Under the lead of the emperor, Buddhism was accordedisd i@eption in
the empire. But modern Buddhism is not what Buddha intended it to be. Eorc@sidolatry
which he never taught, is practiced.

Buddhist priests and nuns live apart from other people in monastedesuaneries.
They wear a different costume, and have their heads entirelgrsh@ley live on a vegetable
diet, and obtain their food by their chants, by singing masseoféen by begging. People
believe that wealth, happiness and longevity can be procured thiwerghand so, according to
their means, they offer priests and nuns money with which torm@nse for Buddha and oil to
burn in his lamps, also that a number of prayers shall be offeredtheir behalf. Accordingly
these priests and nuns are enabled to live a life of sloth. Soraghimeever, as if to break the
monotony of their existence, they commit crimes which expose tioethe vengeance of
outraged law. The Buddhist monasteries and nunneries were fornoerbgs of refuge for a
certain class of criminals. Those who went there and becavfesped Buddhists were exempt
from punishment.

The educated classes despise both Taoists and Buddhists. Neweithslekness, or in
death, they patronize them. This shows that our religious instirsct s&rong that a man will
worship anything rather than nothing.

As | said, there is nothing in Chinese religions correspondirtiet€hristian Sabbath. In
none of our festivals, holidays or anniversary celebrations, does thefidest enter. Instead of
churches, we have temples which embody the highest architecturalf $hké Chinese. They are
built of brick, one story in height, oftentimes very spacious, comprising a sebagdhgs with
alternate courts, and flanked by others designed as living-roomt)ef@riests or nuns. The
presiding idol is enshrined in the innermost hall, and dressed inciahles fashioned in
accordance with its character. There are usually placed gy wraple a large number of idols
inferior in power to the chief idol. Before the chief idol is buntense-sticks and candles and
costly sandal-wood. Food is offered on stated days, as well as onrprdi@tys; the worshipers
believe that the essence of the food is eaten by the spirfiteofjdd and that the substance
remains for their own enjoyment. From the fact that the devdieasstlves eat the food offered
to the idol, people reconcile economy with profuse expenditure, bgnglieg to be religious
with the view to gratifying their own appetites. Idolatry in @&hisnot founded on the belief that
wood and stones and other inanimate objects are in themselves wontyrship; but on
account of the spirits which reside or take up their abode therein.

Thus the idolatry of the Chinese is superior to the brutal worshindia, and to the
brutish worship of the Egyptians. But still it exerts a baneful influence omitigs and hearts of
its subjects.
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In considering all systems of idolatry and superstition, one gignif fact stands
prominentthe utter neglect of religious training of the youina’s three great religions have
nothing answering to the Christian Sunday school. Of course, boygidsicick up some
religious ideas in their intercourse with those about them. But nabaydeliberately sits down
to tell them of this god and that god, their origin, character and p@wly incidentally is such
knowledge conveyed. There are many religious books; but from the difficulpioiihg to read,
they are necessarily sealed to the young mind. If the youngldre worship this idol and that
idol, they never understand why and wherefore they should do this. In time they lcentptieat
they do it to obtain favor and to gain merit.

I well remember the first time | was led to a tempid ¢éhere told to bend my knees to
the idol decked out in a gorgeous robe, its face blackened by the &mwkéhe incense. On
either side of the room stood four huge idols, with stern and forbiddieg.f@me of them was
especially frightful. It was the God of Thunder represented bynage having the body of a
man and the head of a highly caricatured rooster. This idol had a hamome hand and a large
nail in the other, with which he is supposed to strike wicked persons.gbdi made such an
impression on me that | had a horrible dream about it that very niggawIlhim clad in
fierceness; he moved his hands threateningly. Almost chocked wgtht ttiough | was, |
managed to cry out and that awoke me.

On account of the conservative spirit of the Chinese, their wadjtithe pure morals
which Confucius taught, the peculiar school system, and the prejudiceb wigy justly
entertain against foreigners, the work of missionaries musteg®giowly. Somethingasbeen
done during the last fifty years. The land has been surveyedsaneeitls and capabilities made
known.
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CHAPTER VIII
CHINESE HOLIDAYS

It would be a matter of many chapters were | to descriltbeaholidays which we have
in China. The bare enumeration of them would be as difficult as tediopsint of fact we have
almost as many holidays and festivals as there are days yedneEach prominent idol has a
birthday, also an anniversary of his death, both of which are celebfdtee are some—the
Goddess of Mercy, for instance—who have half a dozen days sacrbénto There are a
number of deities, great persons deified, that are common to the malibe,each city, town
and hamlet, has numerous local deities who are its special protectors.

Extremely lucky it is for the aforesaid idols that their devotees areafigtiond of show,
pageantry and display; otherwise, idolatry would have little tocattree multitude. As it is,
millions of dollars are spent in these celebrations every yaahe dedication of a temple in
Canton, two years ago, thirty thousand dollars were spent. As | essnprat this really great
exhibition, | can give you an idea of it. For a long time a coresittf citizens had been
collecting subscriptions from dwellers far and near; and weelwééie completion of the
temple, a large pavilion was reared, the material of whichmaialy bamboo in the form of
poles, mattings and slips. Marvelous architectural results &meat by combining a few
wooden pillars with the bamboo in various forms, and soon a light andtaicgure looms up in
the sky, which can be seen from a great distance. This pawldirectly in front of the temple,
while smaller ones are built in vacant lots near by, all cdedewith the main building by
awnings pitched over the streets. There is a high tower in tidlevof the great pavilion, on the
ceiling of which curls a dragon of many colors, gleaming with inmabile spangles, through
whose mouth a rope is dropped on which is suspended an immense chahbeliktter is
finely carved so far as the body, which is of wood, is concerned,oaratilliancy of coloring
has no rival in China. It is octagonal and each side throws out fourhiegnehich uphold
kerosene lamps. The centres of each side are cut out, and gésdinsehind which automatic
figures are made to move by clockwork. The finest effectthisf chandelier are of course
obtained when the lamps are lighted. Suspended from the roof in otleeagachandeliers, less
elaborate and smaller perhaps, but not less artistic and beauirests-of pendants are attached
to them, so that on all sides the light is reflected. Then, imthevals between the chandeliers,
hang oblong cases, all decorated with silks and satins, and deweigd, containing dolls, about
two feet high, elegantly dressed in character, and grouped toeeptestorical scenes. These
figures have machinery placed beneath them to make them $leaikkdads, or lift their hands,
or sway their bodies, just as the role of each requires. Themdsar smaller cases in which are
arranged tableaux from romance of which the Chinese are very fondeti$es, a comic
tableau is given; for instance, in one case are shown a numb@inadfmen fighting with
bamboo sticks on the street, and as the blows areldieally and in all directions (by means of
the machinery), the crowd of spectators never fail to laugh.

Flowers of all the varieties which grow in the “Flowery Kingddorm an important and
pleasing feature of the entertainment. They are made into sbépesen or birds, and their
delicious odors pervade the whole place. The walls of the diffpeailions are gayly painted.
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On them pictures in watercolors are hung, as well as scratingethe writings of celebrated
men. Under these are placed, in rows, fine flower pots crowned heitbhibicest flowers of the
season. Dwarfed trees too are placed beside them.

There are platforms in every good-sized pavilion where the raosisit and discourse
music for the pleasure of a most attentive audience. There ares,dkettiedrums, immense
cymbals, gongs, cornets, flutes, castanets, two-stringed fiddtks ladon’t know what else
besides, and when they are sounded together the effect is overwham@ags unaccustomed to
such strange symphonies. The flutist first bows his flute, therdheetist joins with his toot,
and then the kettledrum man strikes up, which is a signal for the cymbalsht@weththe gong to
raise its hoarse cry, while the shrill fiddles may be disiistged in the din like the witches
voices above the storm Macbeth

Worse still follows, when the musicians turn from instrumermtaidcal music, and one
of them gives you a solo with that falsetto-pitch which is meant to imitateadevoice.

While the crowd of people are enjoying the different sightssauhds in the pavilions,
inside the temple various ceremonies are going on. The temele @stirely new, is finely
decorated with both permanent and temporary ornamentations. Amongsthedifrescos and
wood-carvings and figures in bas-relief; among the second, bannersi-agkets and pictures.
Buddhist priests are praying to Buddha in the central hall, whikkenback hall, where the
shrine of the chief deity is situated, flocks of worshipersdliand fro making offerings of food,
lighting candles, and burning incense. There is no scene in Chinaamanated. Everybody
who has any religion in him comes to worship and to ask some fatloe god, and each person
leaves more or less money with the keepers of the temple. Intmg oay festivals similar to
this occur two or three times in the week in different partb®town. Of course the schools are
kept open on such festal days, otherwise little study could be accomplished. Sghgolbo the
shows in the evening and girls too sometimes go by themselves to enjoyhtke sig

But there are holidays which may be called national, sinceatteegbserved all over the
country.

First and most important are the New Year holidays, whicltelebrated with as much
éclat as unceasing firing of pyrotechnics, calls of ceremadyuaiversal good-will and joy will
contribute. Debts are paid up at the end of the year, and for thevéiek or two little or no
business is transacted. Everyone gives himself up to jollity. @hildm such days, are surfeited
with sweetmeats, and holes are made in their holiday clothiesrhing fire-crackers. Largesses
are bestowed upon both children and servants, while beggars are alsthezatt so that this
season is really the most joyous of the year—the time whentycharmost charitable and
benevolence assumes a more benevolent aspect.

Next, in order of time, comes the Feast of Lanterns. The reatare of this féte, as the
name implies, is a procession with lanterns of all shapes and koms.a8er nightfall, men and
boys get in line, each carrying upon a bamboo pole a great papeorbgdadruped, or fish,
inside of which candles are lit. Very fantastic shapes sometane seen, and mythological
books are ransacked to procure strange creatures.

Imagine three or four hundred of these lanterns passing beforely brilliant with rich
colors. Sandal-wood is burnt in censers carried in small movablépaywhile bands of music
mingle their racket with the applause of the spectators and the jokes of the hreepriocession.

Last of all an immense and terrible dragon about forty fedéngth is borne along
supported on bamboo poles by a dozen or twenty men.
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There is another procession similar to this in the fourth month,itakes place in the
daytime instead of at night, and the large number and variety of lanterns areggwantin

In the fifth month are held the dragon-boat races. These baatsaamow and long,
capable of holding about one hundred men sitting one behind the otherolmatarries a
paddle, and the boat is so made that it can go just as well baclagafolsvards. The direction
devolves upon the men in the ends of the boat. In the centre the idol frase ward or district
the boat hails, sits enthroned with an immense umbrella of reddikep the sun from tanning
his complexion. A band of music accompanies each boat. By its waldikgor it encourages
the racers, while its drum beats the time for the stroke. Batamergiven after the race, as spoils
of victory, to be placed in the temple of the patron deity. Thaesoa the rivers on such an
occasion is very animated and the cheers of the spectatorshieastifferent districts attest their
interest.

In the eighth month comes the Festival of the Moon, answering téattvest Festival in
Western countries. What are called “moon-cakes” are solisas¢ason. If the year has been
productive there will be a great deal of rejoicing. Preseeteéerchanged at this time as also at
other festival season. As the moon becomes gradually full theearapip it to the Chinese eye a
man who is climbing a tree. The full moon is greeted with mucenoeny, and the night on
which the luminary appears its brightest is passed in feasting and rejoicing
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CHAPTER IX
STORIES AND STORYTELLERS

The Chinese are passionately fond of stories and storyteDimghe public streets and
squares, professional storytellers congregate from noon to midnightg gover the
achievements of a hero or portraying the despair of a lovety fidtite with a dramatic power
not to be expected from their sluggish movements and stolid countenances.

All classes indulge in this favorite pastime. The dignified sohalishes a good story as
much as a child in the lap a fairy tale. Storybooks in the langeegée counted by the tens of
thousands. The subjects are historical or romantic; of war, of ddveagic and enchantment.
Some of the legends are really beautiful and are as integestia good English novel. There is
one book which is the unfailing delight of all classes; | meamtbtory of the Three Kingdoms
It is an historical novel in twenty volumes, illustrated with woatscFor arrangement of details,
delineation of character and elegance of diction, | have found few bookgllistEits equal. It is,
in one sense, an epic in prose. When a boy, | used to enjoy heassapges of it read or
explained.

Books of ballads are to be found in every household. Our ladies takedgtiegat in
learning to sing them to their own music, music which is not primte¢de books, but suggests
itself as they recite or sing. Ballad singers are found othalpublic squares where they earn
their living by passing around the basket at each crisis ofttrg. The spectators are eager to
hear the rest, of course, and so will be more easily induced to pay.

There are no storybooks which children can read and enjoy, stakestthem so long to
learn the characters. But picture books are sometimes givenldcenhiStill they are not made
specially for them as they are in this country; and colored pgtare too costly to be put into
children’s hands because they must be drawn by hand, painted kg &tisChinese boys and
girls lack those facilities for enjoyment in picture books whiaghedican and English children
have in so great abundance.

To give an idea of the stories which are most eagerly lidtémelet me tell you one
myself which may be taken as a fair sample of the shorter ones. It has thagelwdrteing true
and every whit reliable. For want of a more appropriate title, | willitall

SOLD

My fellow-townsman Chang was a scholar, who, having obtained his M.Aealeigok
up the profession of law, for his success in which he was dislikddsbneighbors in Fragrant
Hills. The time came when it behooved him to go to Peking for the purpbgmssing
examination for the doctor’s degree. Accordingly, with three hundredrdofi his three trunks,
many books and “skinning papers,” he went to Canton to obtain documents dfcaks.
Pending the issue of these, he stopped at an inn, resolved to sePekiinp by steamer as soon
as possible. In the next room, separated from his simply by a wquadétion, lodged two
gentlemen, who, by their Northern dialect, declared themselkasysts, and who appeared to
be on the same errand as himself. He overheard them more than omedirmgabout a rich
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widow who had ended the prescribed twenty-seven months of mourning artdkivey active
measures to change her lonely condition. Filled with curiosity,Wiang panted to know more;
so dropping into their room one day, after duly introducing himself, he “$@d,days | have
heard you disputing over a marriage affair. Pray, will you enlightg understanding by telling
me the interesting facts in the case?”

“With pleasure, sir,” answered the elder of the two; “you Beeetlives near here a pretty
widow whose husband, a trader from Kiang-si, had the bad taste tdhkyaae immense fortune
at his death. Now, as she has no children, she is anxious to maryBagashe will marry none
except a scholar of distinguished merit, a man of fine charanteisuitable age, money being
evidently no object to her. When we learned that, we both wanted toooifeglves and that
explains why we have disturbed your serenity in such an unseeariper. But yesterday we
heard from a go-betweener that she had set her heart on mamyatiye of this province. So
we are out of the race.”

“Such a man,” said Chang, “is not hard to find. | know one now, tiotr@am here, who
can fulfill these conditions. Do you think there is any chance for a worthlessngéee me?”

“You do yourself injustice,” said the younger man. “I am surealght to feel honored
by an alliance with a scholar of your blooming talent. If youwtgstry your luck, | can tell you
where the go-betweener lives. Will you have the goodness to precede us?”

Arrived at the entrance of a cottage, the two took their lddveChange knocked at the
door. It was opened by the matchmaker herself. She was a vadrti@npoorer class, dressed in
homespun linen, having feet that had evidently borne the tortures of bindiagn, for they
were still as large as Nature could have made them.

Mr. Chang stated the purpose of the visit; upon which the womanroedfiwhat he had
heard, moreover, adding that the lady was fastidious and would wasgetchim before
consenting to marry him. He agreed to reward the matchmakéy nccase of success. After
appointing the next morning for the ordeal, he wended his way back itintHfeeling decidedly
elated with his diplomacy.

The next morning saw him dressed in his best silk gown and adoritteda vbeard
trimmed for the occasion. The wily matchmaker was waiting fior, kind soon started with him
on their errand. A little after, they paused at the door of an elegant mansionpwitiElsize and
decorations, gave evidence of the wealth and rank of its occupants.

A servant ushered them into the reception room and went in to anndircartival.
While waiting, Chang feasted his legal eyes on beautiful pigtarasogany furniture and costly
curios, while his ears were charmed with the musical “clinkkglclink,” of the silver dollars
which were being weighed in the next room. Servants flittedhdiofr@, carrying receipts or bags
of money. Our lawyer’s heart ordinarily would have softened at tiig &f money, but this
occasion it fairly melted. His love for the pretty widow in@®a@ in warmth with every bag of
money added to the pile.

In the midst of his enchanting reverie, the lady entered suppoytéddbservants. He
was more than surprised by her appearance. Her face was full and found and shediatiaste d
little feet you ever saw. He had been led to expect good looksohgauty like this. Meeting
his eye bent on her in admiration, she looked down in modesty, and, haviegtedesim a cup
of tea, she withdrew, not having uttered a word, according to etiquette.

The go-between followed her and after a little while, whichmeek a cycle to the
expectant lover, she reappeared, beaming with smiles, announcingutesss. In a word, the
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lady was so pleased with Chang’'s appearance that she hdddlex accept him. She begged
him to move into her house that he might superintend the preparations for the wedding.

He readily assented; then hurried back to the hotel with a hébudf love for the
beautiful widow and benevolent intent towards her silver dollars. ¥ohsa he trod on air is to
speak within bounds. His soul was electrified with joy.

The hotel bill paid, his effects were carried “to his house.” lgant room was given
him for his temporary occupancy. A delicate lunch of sweetnagatspastry was served, after
which the lady sent word to ask if he would condescend to buy arfdrefolt was only to be
had in one place.

“Certainly,” said Chang, and set out in search of the storeitBuds a search for the
“blessed isles.” After beating around the dense city for some jhbarseturned hungry and
crestfallen.

But greater disasters awaited him. He found to his dismagidbe of the house locked
from the outside. “What does it mean?” he muttered. He knocked, pushedl; kicken vain.
All was still within. Now thoroughly frightened, he inquired at arstopposite. “Why, sir, this
house was rented together, with its furniture, by a family dabeev. They moved off this
afternoon. Nothing bad has happened, | hope?”

“No! no!” said Chang, his head all in a whirl, and staggeredThat night he spent at
the old inn minus three trunks, three hundred dollars, many books and “skinning papers.”

The next morning he found the two strangers. On seeing them, the gdadartigy of his
pent-up rage became kinetic. He could have kicked the two M.A.'s &nwiéh an initial
velocity of one hundred and fifty pounds per second, but he did not, for helaages. So he
gave vent to abusive epithets and terrific denunciation. They ddctheir innocence and
advised him to open the flood-gates of his wrath upon the go-between.

Chang saw that he was only wasting words on them, so he weonts#ék that worthy
person, having no idea of finding her at home. But she was, much to hisesugod coolly
inquired how he liked his new home. “New home! You wretch! A fine mgbchhave made for
me! | will have you arrested. | will have you punished for conspiracy.”

She asserted her innocence. Indeed “she hoped tbubder-struckif she had done
wrong in procuring for him a pretty wife and a big fortune.”

Word ran high; neighbors rushed in, to whom both the belligerents appealed. tGéa
began a recital of his wrong. He was interrupted by the matchni&X{eris that all'” she said,
“why, now | remember that Lady Low said the other day—thatfditber was sick and she was
liable to be summoned to his bedside at any time. If you wish taKe you to your father-in-
law’s; but | must have ten dollars for my trouble. As soon as yohesxgegou are to give me the
money, do you promise?” Chang groaned assent, seeing no better mode of procedure.

She led him into the audience hall of a large house and pointeddalegantly attired
lady in the women’s apartment. “There she is! See her?”

Sure enough, it was the modest Lady Low. Chang handed the matchhekeoriey,
with which she walked off. He hesitated what to do next. Therenwagrvant near to whom he
could speak. Just then the lady caught sight of him and smiled. Oénthie! It was worthy of
the Sirens. Just as he raised his hand out to beckon her, an old gentleme out of an
adjoining room. “What is this?” he cried. “Are you addressing nfg®Help! thieves! robbers!
murder!”

Out rushed a troop of servants. Now fly!l Chang, fly for yows!li¥es, he flew, nor
paused till he got to the inn where he learned that his neighbdrsebhaail. He also found the
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cunning matchmaker absent. Now realizing how completely he wasaswldhat the offenders
could not be punished, while he himself was liable to be arrested for trespassingiis hauae
and attempting to destroy his domestic happiness, he sail&dafgrant Hills in a state of mind
far from tranquil.

The story got abroad and the whole town grinned from ear to eag afeh his own
friends enjoyed his discomfiture.
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CHAPTER X
HOW | WENT TO SHANGHAI

About forty years ago, there came to this country under the ausdidhe Rev. Dr.
Brown, an American missionary in China, a Chinese youth—who was dkstimxert a potent
influence on the future of the Chinese Empire. Many have heard obthiread about him; his
name is Yung Wing. Inspired by a lofty ambition, he worked his Wweyugh preparatory school
and college, graduating from Yale in 1854 with high honors.

He went back to China soon after his graduation and engaged in busiissmnghai.
But business with the incidental pleasure of moneymaking, did notlgratireorb his attention.
China was at that time having troublesome diplomatic negotiatiaghgaveign powers, and was
being taken advantage of right and left for want of men in office understood the customs,
the laws and the civilization of Western countries.

Dr. Wing, indignant at the wrongs which China had suffered and uféexisg at the
hands of so-called “Christian” and “enlightened” nations, sought femeedy, and conceived a
brilliant project of educating a number of Chinese boys in Amdocduture service at the
government expense.

He made his plans known to prominent Chinese officials. At fiestmet with no
sympathy, no encouragement. Still, he persevered; and after tveslke of patient waiting and
active labor, he succeeded in convincing two of the most powerful ermiat the court of
Peking of the feasibility of his scheme. In consequence, an edgcissued by the emperor to
enforce its execution.

A school was established at Shanghai to receive candidatemmmehcement made that
the government had appropriated a large sum of money to educatenoinedhand twenty boys
in America, who were to be sent in four detachments, in four suceegsars, beginning with
1872; and that a candidate, on his election after a term of probation at the school, shotild have t
cadet’s button and rank conferred on him; and that after fifteeis yéaesidence in America,
during which period the government promised to defray all expenses aruisexparental care
over the youths, they were to return for entrance into its service.

Such an offer was un-heard of. People doubtless were dazzledspleitdor, as many as
came in view of it. But as no newspapers existed there, exceptipgkang and some of the
treaty ports, the news did not spread far. Only faint and vague sueexhed the inland towns.
Hence, comparatively few candidates presented themselves andnhafilede for the most part,
from the marine provinces. In fact, parents were not overeagemddlssr sons away so far, for
so long a time, and to a land unknown to them, the inhabitants of whichehey and believed
were barbarians.

A cousin of mine, however, who was in business then at Shanghaihtidtigrently;
and was not deterred by any such considerations. He came homglomithg accounts of the
new movement; and so painted the golden prospects of the successfidata that he
persuaded my mother to let me go. | was then twelve years oltather had died three years
before and my mother had assumed the sole charge of her three gosise Bias not going to
force me to go, whether willing or unwilling; and so left the matter to me toeleci
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| was more or less adventurous in disposition. A chance to seetltewas just what |
wanted. | said yes without hesitation. My mother, if she had asgivings, wisely kept them to
herself; and, like a brave woman who has resolved to deny hers#iefgood of her child, she
set to work to prepare me for the journey to Shanghai.

For a whole month, | reveled at the sight of new clothes thiag made for me. Friends
and relations made presents of food for the voyage, sweetmeats pratilogniAt last, after
bidding farewell to all my uncles, aunts and cousins, with othersyd{itm and kin, | paid my
last respects to my mother in the conventional way. | did not embrace her and kisadiethad
would have been un-Chinese and undignified. What | actually did was tariyohead four
times to the ground upon my knees. She tried to appear cheerful, dult Isee that her eyes
were moistened with tears. | did not think much of it then, but | n#peeed it in after-time. Ah!
a mother’s love is strong wherever it is found. She gave me gooket-money and bade me be
a good boy and write often.

With those words ringing in my ears and then memory of that sadash in my mind,
| walked briskly by the side of my cousin down to the wharf hictv the junk was moored,
which vessel, of a style well-known by picture to American baryd girls, was to carry us to
Hong Kong, whence we expected to take steamer for Shanghaailtedown the narrow river
with a stiff breeze in our favor, after offerings had beedearta the river god, and the gong had
announced to the world that “we were off.”

The river was so serpentine with its numerous bends that thefte@ had to take a run
on the banks to pull the boat along. The sun was just tinging therwwesteld-castles with
crimson and gold and as we went further and further from the townosgpaa of great beauty
passed before our eyes. Mountains and stream, and fields wavy vdén gghin, and towering
pagodas, all gemmed by the setting sun, composed this kaleidoscopic scenedBt héart to
enjoy it. | was homesick for the first time in my life. A sense of solitutldesolation—a feeling
of loss possessed me—and | retired into the small cabin to weegnuiBsdore long, a tossing
of the boat announced the awful presence of the sea, and soon atezedrevhat seasickness
meant.

We arrived at Hong Kong the next morning. It was a wonderatepko me. | never
wearied with gazing at the vessels, which were of all sodsa#l nationalities. The foreigners
too were strange sights. How | stared at them and wondered hywdbkl move with their
“straight-jackets and tight pantaloons!”

| had an adventure which | can never forget. My cousin left metbetith friends while
he went to the theatre. | inwardly rebelled at this treatnaet, against the advice of the people
at the store where we stayed, set out in that strange pldicel tthe theatre, taking the money
which my mother had given me to buy a ticket. | walked quitetardis, stopping frequently to
gaze at the show windows and at the foreigners, till | came upoat dast. Although | had seen
theatrical performances before, | had never been in a penntheatre, so | was determined to
enjoy my new experience. But alas! no enjoyment came td fek.uneasy the whole time and
looked over the auditory to see if my cousin was there. But he wasermwhbe seen. Scared
and trembling for the consequences, | left the building befegggtand climax when one hero
was to distinguish himself by killing another and went my wagkbto the store. My cousin
returned before long and, being informed of my escapade, gave me awguppahg. In two
days we went on board a steamer and arrived at Shanghaa &ftar days’ journey from Hong
Kong, without any incident or accident.
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CHAPTER XI
HOW | PREPARED FOR AMERICA

On our arrival at Shanghai, my cousin took me to see our aunt whose husixad
compradodr in an American tea warehouse. A comprador is usually foueekiy foreigrhong
or firm. He acts as interpreter and also as agent foraimpany. He has a corps of accountants
calledshroffs assistants and workmen under him.

My uncle was rich and lived in a fine house built after Europeaatels. It was there that
| first came in immediate contact with Western civilizatiBuoit it was a long time before | got
used to those red-headed and tight-jacketed foreigners. “How canvdtie or run?” | asked
myself curiously contemplating their close and confining garmeihts.dfess of foreign ladies
was still another mystery to me. They shocked my sense ofigiyoptso, by walking arm-in-
arm with the men. “How peculiar their voices are! how screlelsby sharp!” Such were some
of the thoughts | had about those peculiar people.

A few days after, | was taken to the Tung Min Kuen, or Govemi&ehool, where | was
destined to spend a whole year, preparatory to my American egudatvas established by the
government and was in charge of a commissioner, a deputy-commisswoeteachers of
Chinese, and two teachers of English. The building was quite spacgosssting of two stories.
The large schoolroom, library, dining rooms and kitchen occupied theléios. The offices,
reception room and dormitories were overhead. The square tablbe tdachers of Chinese
were placed at each end of the schoolroom; between them were tdidegyand stools of the
pupils.

I was brought into the presence of the commissioners and teacrel having
performed mykow-towto each, a seat was assigned me among my mates, who scanwéd me
a good deal of curiosity. It was afternoon, and the Chinese lessyasheing recited. So while
they looked at me through the corners of their eyes, they werattdsding to their lessons with
as much vim and voice as they could command. Soon recitations weraaveithout one or
two pupils being sent back to their seats to study their tasksapa@n, a few blows being
administered to stimulate the intellect and quicken memory.

At half-past four o’clock, school was out and the boys, to the nuaflderty, went forth
to play. They ran around, chased each other and wasted their casiitoarfd confections. |
soon made acquaintance with some of them, but | did not experiencgf #my hazing and
bullying to which new pupils in American and English schools are subjéound that there
were two parties among the boys. | joined one of them and hag fm@mdly encounters with
the rival party. As in America, we had a great deal of genesougation, and consequently
much boasting of the prizes and honors won by the rival societiech®iramusements were
sight-seeing, shuttle-cock-kicking and penny-guessing.

Supper came at six when we had rice, meats and vegetahblefad®s invariably were
washed after supper in warm water. This is customary. Thelartis were lighted; and when
the teachers came down, full forty pairs of lungs were at wafklassons of next day. At eight
o’clock, one of the teachers read and explained a long extractGlonese history, which, let
me assure you, is replete with interest. At nine o’clock we wen¢ to our beds. Nothing ever
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happened of special interest. | remember that we used to ltglietty late, and that some of the
nights | spent there were not of the pleasantest kind because | was hauhtéehy of spirits.

After breakfast the following morning we assembled in theessechoolroom to study our
English lessons. The teacher of this branch was a Chinese gentibimdearned his English at
Hong Kong. The first thing to be done with me was to teach malpi@bet. When the teacher
grew tired he set some advanced pupils to teach me. The letters sounded rathéniushgay.

It took me two days to learn them. The letRewas the hardest one to pronounce, but | soon
learned to give it, with a peculiar roll of the tongue even. We uarght to read and write
English and managed by means of primers and phrase-books to pidknifed knowledge of
the language. A year thus passed in study and pastime. Sundaygiweer¢o us to spend as
holidays.

It was in the month of May when we were examined in our Engtigtiies and the best
thirty were selected to go to America, their proficiency in Céeneheir general deportment and
their record also being taken into account.

There was great rejoicing among our friends and kindred. Faratihet’s gilt button and
rank were conferred on us, which, like the first literary degsee a step towards fortune, rank
and influence. Large posters were posted up at the front doors of our, aforesing the world
in gold characters of the great honor which had come to the family.

We paid visits of ceremony to theautai chief officer of the department, and to the
American consul-general, dressed in our official robes and darriéne carriages. By the first
part of June, we were ready for the ocean journey. We bade oulsfriarewell with due
solemnity, for the thought that on our return after fifteen yearstudy abroad half of them
might be dead, made us rather serious. But the sadness of padsmgoen over and
homesickness and dreariness took its place, as the steamerdsta#noé the river and our
native country grew indistinct in their twilight.
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CHAPTER XII
FIRST EXPERIENCES IN AMERICA

After a stormy voyage of one week, with the usual accompaniaiesgasickness, we
landed at Yokohama, in the Country of the Rising Sun. For Japan maansrigin.” The
Japanese claim to be descendants of the sun, instead of being an off-shoot of the &iginese r

During the four days on shore we young Chinese saw many stilaings; the most
remarkable being the steam engine. We were told that ttaseails running parallel for a long
distance were the “fire-car road.” | was wondering how acoatd run on them, and driven by
fire, too, as | understood it, when a locomotive whizzed by, screeahohginging its bell. That
was the first iron-horse we had ever seen, and it made a profoundsiopren us. We made a
number of other remarkable and agreeable discoveries. We were altlightearn that the
Japanese studied the same books as we and worshiped our Confucius, ane toaidw
converse with them in writing, pretty much as deaf and dumb people do. We learned tteat the w
they lived and dressed was like that in vogue in the time of Confuldngsr mode of dressing
their hair and their custom of sitting on mats laid on the floadl@stical with ancient Chinese
usage.

When our brief stay came to an end, we went aboard the st€iyef Peking which
reached San Francisco in nineteen days. Our journey acrosacifie Was made in the halcyon
weather. The ocean was as gentle as a lamb for the mosdl{rerigh at times it acted in such a
way as to suggest a raging lion.

San Francisco in 1873 was the paradise of the self-exiled Chieseoys who came to
study under the auspices of the Chinese government and under theqraiethe American
eagle, were objects of some attention from the press. Marnis oEpresentatives came to
interview us.

The city impressed my young imagination with its lofty buitgin-their solidity and
elegance. The depot with its trains running in and out was a dtesdtian. But the “modern
conveniences” of gas and running water and electric bells and @ewaere what excited
wonder and stimulated investigation.

Nothing occurred on our Eastward journey to mar the enjoyment ofreurifie on the
steam cars—excepting a train robbery, a consequent smash-up ogithe, @nd the murder of
the engineer. We were quietly looking out of the windows and gazinthea seemingly
interminable prairies when the train suddenly bounded backward, then rushed fofevarieet,
and, then meeting some resistance, started back again. Then etinfasion and terror. Pistol-
shots could be made out above the cries of frightened passengers. Wloreked and babies
cried. Our party, teachers and pupils, jumped from our seats in demiapoked out through
the windows for more light on the subject. What we saw was enougiake our hair stand on
end. Two ruffianly men held a revolver in each hand and seemed to g a@ki at us from the
short distance of forty feet or thereabouts. Our teachers todarsuch down for our lives. We
obeyed with trembling and fear. Doubtless many prayers werefemeshtly offered to the gods
of China at the time. Our teachers certainly prayed astadynever done before. One of them
was overheard calling upon all the gods of the Chinese Pantheon eécacohsave him. In half
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an hour the agony and suspense were over. A brakeman rushed thrdughamp in his hand.
He told us that the train had been robbed of its gold bricks, by fre three of whom, dressed
like Indians, rifled the baggage car while the others held the passaideay; that the engine
was hopelessly wrecked, the engineer killed; that the robberedtwaped on horseback with
their booty; and that men had been sent to the nearest telegraph ste'wire” for another
engine and a supply of workmen. One phase of American civilizatisnthues indelibly fixed
upon our minds.

We reached Springfield, Mass., in due time, where we werébdistt among some of
the best families in New England. As liberal provision having beadenior our care by the
Chinese government, there was no difficulty in finding nice people tortakeeour “bringing-
up,” although I now know that a philanthropic spirit must have inspired/atl assumed the
responsibility of our training and education. We were assigned twadiyand it was my good
fortune to be put into the hands of a most motherly lady in Spridgfgle came after us in a
hack. As | was pointed out to her, she put her arms around me and kess€disrmade the rest
of the boys laugh, and perhaps | got rather red in the face; howewanld say nothing to show
my embarrassment. But that was the first kiss | ever had had since myinfanc

Our first appearance in an American household must have been a aaounsence to its
members. We were dressed in our full Chinese costume, consisting,&atin shoes, skull-cap,
silk gown, loose jacket and white linen blouse. We were both thirtess pé age, but smaller
than American boys at eleven.

Sunday came. After lunch, the lady and her son came up to ourtooteth us to get
ready to go to Sabbath school with them. We knew very little &mgli the time. The simplest
Anglo-Saxon words were still but slightly known to us. We caughivtwe “school” only. We
supposed that at last our ordeal in an American school was at handadeook a cloth-
wrapper and began to tie up a pile of books with I§ Chinoise when our guardians, returning,
made us understand by signs and otherwise that no books were needed.

Well, we four set out, passed Court Square, and walked up the steps of the First Church.

“It is a church,” said my companion in Chinese.

We were confirmed in our suspicions on peeking in and seeingetbi@e rise to sing.
“Church! church!” we muttered, and rushed from the edifice withtla#l speed we could
command. We did not stop till we got into our room, while our Americamds, surprised at
this move on our part and failing to overtake us, went back to the church.

We learned English by object-lessons. At table we werayawold the names of certain
dishes, and then assured that if we could not remember the namerevaot to partake of that
article of food. Taught by this method, our progress was rapid and surprising.
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