
International Crimes 

Slavery Convention 
 
Article 2 
 
The High Contracting Parties undertake, each in respect of the territories placed 
under its sovereignty, jurisdiction, protection, suzerainty or tutelage, so far as 
they have not already taken the necessary steps: 
• To prevent and suppress the slave trade; 
• To bring about, progressively and as soon as possible, the complete abolition 

of slavery in all its forms. 
 

Article 5 
  
Compulsory or forced labour may only be exacted for public purposes. In 
territories in which compulsory or forced labour for other than public purposes 
still survives, the High Contracting Parties shall endeavour progressively and as 
soon as possible to put an end to the practice. 



Genocide Convention 
 
Article 1 
 
The Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whether committed in time of 
peace or in time of war, is a crime under international law which they undertake 
to prevent and to punish. 
 
Article 2 
 
In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed 
with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious 
group, as such: 
• Killing members of the group; 
• Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 
• Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about 

its physical destruction in whole or in part; 
• Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 
• Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 



Genocide Convention (cont.) 
 
Article 6 
 
Persons charged with genocide or any of the other acts enumerated in Article 3 
shall be tried by a competent tribunal of the State in the territory of which the act 
was committed, or by such international penal tribunal as may have jurisdiction 
with respect to those Contracting Parties which shall have accepted its 
jurisdiction. 
 
Article 8 
 
Any Contracting Party may call upon the competent organs of the United Nations 
to take such action under the Charter of the United Nations as they consider 
appropriate for the prevention and suppression of acts of genocide or any of the 
other acts enumerated in article 3. 
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Human Rights 

Charter Law 
 
Article 55 
 
With a view to the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which are 
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations based on respect for 
the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, the United 
Nations shall promote… universal respect for, and observance of, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or 
religion. 

 
Article 56 
  
All Members pledge themselves to take joint and separate action in co-operation 
with the Organization for the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55. 



Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 
Preamble 
 
The General Assembly proclaims this Universal Declaration of Human Rights as a 
common standard of achievement for all peoples and all nations, to the end that 
every individual and every organ of society, keeping this Declaration constantly in 
mind, shall strive by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights 
and freedoms and by progressive measures, national and international, to secure 
their universal and effective recognition and observance. 



International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
 
Article 2 
 
Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all 
individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in 
the present Covenant... 
 
Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each 
State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in 
accordance with its constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present 
Covenant, to adopt such laws or other measures as may be necessary to give effect 
to the rights recognized in the present Covenant. 
 
Article 4 
 
In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the 
existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present 
Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present 
Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided 
that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under 
international law… 



International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 
 
Article 2 
 
Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take steps, individually and 
through international assistance and co-operation, especially economic and 
technical, to the maximum of its available resources, with a view to achieving 
progressively the full realization of the rights recognized in the present Covenant 
by all appropriate means, including particularly the adoption of legislative 
measures. 
 
Article 4 
 
The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, in the enjoyment of 
those rights provided by the State in conformity with the present Covenant, the 
State may subject such rights only to such limitations as are determined by law 
only in so far as this may be compatible with the nature of these rights and solely 
for the purpose of promoting the general welfare in a democratic society. 


