U.S. National Security Strategy

(September 2002)

The United States possesses unprecedented—and unequaled—strength and
influence in the world. Sustained by faith in the principles of liberty, and the
value of a free society, this position comes with unparalleled responsibilities,
obligations, and opportunity. The great strength of this nation must be used to
promote a balance of power that favors freedom....

The U.S. national security strategy will be based on a distinctly American
internationalism that reflects the union of our values and our national interests.
The aim of this strategy is to help make the world not just safer but better. Our
goals on the path to progress are clear: political and economic freedom,
peaceful relations with other states, and respect for human dignity. And this
path is not America’s alone.

From Chapter 1: Overview of America’s International Strategy



The United States must defend liberty and justice because these principles are
right and true for all people everywhere. No nation owns these aspirations, and
no nation is exempt from them.... America must stand firmly for the
nonnegotiable demands of human dignity: the rule of law; limits on the absolute
power of the state; free speech; freedom of worship; equal justice; respect for
women; religious and ethnic tolerance; and respect for private property.

These demands can be met in many ways. America’s constitution has served us
well. Many other nations, with different histories and cultures, facing different
circumstances, have successfully incorporated these core principles into their
own systems of governance. History has not been kind to those nations which
ignored or flouted the rights and aspirations of their people....

Today, these ideals are a lifeline to lonely defenders of liberty. And when
openings arrive, we can encourage change.... Embodying lessons from our past
and using the opportunity we have today, the national security strategy of the
United States must start from these core beliefs and look outward for
possibilities to expand liberty.

From Chapter 2: Champion Aspirations for Human Dignity



UN High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change

(A More Secure World: Our Shared Responsibility, 2004)

There 1s a growing recognition that the issue is not the “right to intervene” of
any State, but the “responsibility to protect” of every State when it comes to
people suffering from avoidable catastrophe--mass murder and rape, ethnic
cleansing by forcible expulsion and terror, and deliberate starvation and
exposure to disease. And there is a growing acceptance that while sovereign
governments have the primary responsibility to protect their own citizens from
such catastrophes, when they are unable or unwilling to do so that
responsibility should be taken up by the wider international community--with it
spanning a continuum involving prevention, response to violence, if necessary,
and rebuilding shattered societies.

We endorse the emerging norm that there is a collective international
responsibility to protect, exercisable by the Security Council authorizing
military intervention as a last resort, in the event of genocide and other large
scale killing, ethnic cleansing or serious violations of international
humanitarian law which sovereign governments have proved powerless or
unwilling to prevent.



UN General Assembly

(World Summit Outcome, 2005)

Each and individual State has the responsibility to protect its populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. This
responsibility entails the prevention of such crimes, including their incitement,
through appropriate and necessary means. \We accept that responsibility and will
act in accordance with it. The international community should, as appropriate,
encourage and help States to exercise this responsibility and support the United
Nations in establishing an early warning capability.

The international community, through the United Nations, also has the
responsibility to use appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian and other peaceful
means, in accordance with Chapters VI and VII1 of the Charter, to help protect
populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against
humanity. In this context, we are prepared to take collective action, in a timely and
decisive manner, through the Security Council, in accordance with the Charter,
including Chapter VII, on a case-by-case basis and in cooperation with relevant
regional organizations as appropriate, should peaceful means be inadequate and
national authorities are manifestly failing to protect their populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.



UN Security Council

Resolution 1674 (2006)

Reaffirms the provisions of paragraphs 138 and 139 of the 2005 World Summit
Outcome Document regarding the responsibility to protect populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity...

Resolution 1970 (Libya 2011)
Recalling the Libyan authorities’ responsibility to protect its population...

Resolution 1973 (Libya 2011)

Reiterating the responsibility of the Libyan authorities to protect the Libyan
population and reaffirming that parties to armed conflicts bear the primary
responsibility to take all feasible steps to ensure the protection of civilians...

Resolution 1975 (Coéte d’Ivoire 2011)

Condemning the serious abuses and violations of international law in Cote
d’Ivoire, including humanitarian, human rights and refugee law, reaffirming the
primary responsibility of each State to protect civilians and reiterating that parties
to armed conflicts bear the primary responsibility to take all feasible steps to
ensure the protection of civilians...




