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Course Description: 
 ‘Second Language Acquisition’ is an introduction to the research and theory around the 
phenomenon of learning an additional language. The course should be relevant to anyone interested 
in language learning, language teaching, and applied linguistics in general. 
 
When the course is complete, students should be familiar with the major theories and research 
studies in SLA and the history of the field. Students should also be comfortable analyzing data using 
different methods and theoretical perspectives. Current and future teachers should be able to apply 
and make relevant the theory and research studied in this class to your own teaching practice. This 
course is a prerequisite for LIN 4/577 TESOL Methods I. 

 
Prerequisites: LING 390 
 
Major Assignments: (final exam, 3 data analysis papers, final paper (graduate students) class 
presentations (grad students) 
 
Texts:  
-Van Patten, B. & Williams, J. (2007). Theories in Second Language Acquisition. Mahwah, NJ: 
Lawrence Erlbaum. (ISBN: 9780805857382) 
-Ellis, R. & Barkhuizen, G. (2005). Analysing Learner Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
(ISBN: 0194316343) 
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