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How might we improve on the work of Dewey, Pitman, Ryan,
and Bonin?

Improved knowledge of pre-Tethys paleogeography?

Improved knowledge of Tethys rifted margin?

Improved knowledge of Italian rotations?

Improved knowledge of “Adriatic” or “Apulian” “plate”?

Improved knowledge of the Dinaric belt?

Something else?
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80 Ma Alpine Tethys Sea Floor Spreading

Stampfli and Borel 2002





Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Handy et al 2010



Western Alpine Tectonic History 70-45 Ma
Vignarolli et al 2008



Western Alpine-Apennine Tectonic History 35-0 Ma Vignarolli et al 2008
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Western
Mediterranean
Tectonic history
~23-10 Ma

Lustrino et al 2009
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Paleozoic Oceans
consumed during
construction
of Pangea
490-420 Ma
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Paleozoic Oceans
consumed during
construction
of Pangea
400-360 Ma



The
Assembly of
Pangea
340 to 300 Ma
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Opening of the
Tethys Ocean
290-250Ma
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Opening of the
Tethys Ocean
240-220Ma
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Opening of the
Neotethys Ocean
Triassic-Jurassic
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Sea floor spreading
In the Alpine Tethys
And Vardar Seas
140-85 Ma

Stampfli & Borel 2002



Western Alpine-
Apennine 
Tectonic History 
70-0 Ma
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