Student comments about SSBI exploration in Emily Minty’s GER101, Fall 2007, PSU

#1  Songs help me a lot. My brain uses words that rhyme and patterns to rememeber 
things. When I'm at work, I teach the kids "Head, shoulders, knees, and toes" in English 
as well as German. So learning the German version of songs helps me as well. If i already 
know the song, i can pick up on it fairly easily usually.
  #2  I used to think writitng things as many times as I could help me memorize it. That 
might work for other classes, but for German, I don't think it ever did me very much 
good. Language, with the exception of few, is not supposed to be simply memorized. It is 
supposed to be practiced and put into place. I remember so many times in high school, 
working on German grammar. Teacher at the white board, writing down the Ich bin, du bist, 
etc., saying them and having us repeat. That's also how I learned the German verbs.
  #3  I'm open for any ideas. On the top of my head I can't think of anything. I've been 
to many different types of schools and have experienced a lot. But I don't mind trying 
anything new.

what works well for me is saying it in a group because its a good way for me to learn. As well as hearing it prounounced correctly so i can remember how to say it. I also like learnign though song. That last song that we listened to was cool. The rap put the language in a way could really understand better.

What doesnt work well is sometimes I get a lot of infromation at one time so i sometiimes get lost which leads to me not understanding at all. Sometimes what doesnt work well is that i feel like more people are know more German and are picking it up faster which makes me a little uneasy. 


I would maybe suggest just one thing and thats to put the language into a game so it can be fun and you learn at the same time.

So, what works for me is a hands on style. Now I interperate hand on differently than 
others, for example, you drawing the map of Germany works for me, I can see it and then 
draw it my self in my notes.

What doesent work for me is when a teacher lectures....lectures...and lectures! I get 
bored, and then end up daydreaming about some random things.

Im whilling to try anything in the learning feild, Ill try it once and if it doesent 
work...Ill ditch it!

For me, to learn a new language I need to spend a lot of time
practicing speaking in a place I feel safe and comfortable (someplace
nobody will laugh at me). I also need to be able to ask a lot of
questions without feeling like I'm bothering anyone. I learn best when
I have guidelines to follow without too much pressure. I like studying
alone, with the needed speaking practice with others.

Regarding the aquisition of language, what works for me is lots of repitition and 
practice with others, particularly in speaking.

With writing and composition in a foreign language it is important for me to understand 
the basics of grammer. Since I have a good understanding of Latin, and Greek this should 
pose no problem to grasp.

What dosen't work for me is having something explained once and moving on before I 
understand the concept.

When I study in a foreign language or just in general,
I like to compare things I learn to things I already
know. Such as, through images places or even word
familiarity. I really enjoy when you talk in Deutsch
in class but still leave room for explanation in
english if needed. I also learn well when I can see
the word or the whole phrase and re-write it myself. 
( a Part of hand-eye visual memorization) 
Things that Don't work well for me is when I have to
guess what you will try to say or when we listen to
things from television, radio or non-human items in
front of me. I tend to get lost and not pick up any of
the words or phrases. My mind goes into confused
frustrated mode. 
As for any new ideas to try I can't really think of
any. I like interactive learning so maybe some
jeopardy or something. Mostly I just Study the words
before I go to bed and refresh my memory when I wake
up. Or what I like to do in general is write them out
a million times. Then make a stupid little test to see
if I really do know them. But It only works when I
study. Well, I hope this e-mail is understandable.

When learning a new language review always works for me. If one day a week we go over for a few minutes what we've already learned before it helps a lot. Also using the old dialog as well as new dialogs everyday. Something that helps me a lot is knowing the meaning or english translation of the word.
Memorizing or using flash cards does not work for me. I like to use the words and dialogs I've learned and not just stick them in my head. I can't think of any new ideas to try! You'll have to be the one to come up with those!!

In learning a different languauge, I have found that it is quite difficult for me to 
just hear it and remember everything that i was taught. The best strategy for me is to 
just constantly use all the information that we have been taught through out all of the 
classes. So far the way class has been going has been very easy to follow and learn what 
is being taught. How you take the information from previous classes and bring them to the 
current class helps me to keep all the information fresh in my mind so that i wont just 
forget about what i am learning. As for actually speaking, jst listening to the dialouges 
usually doesnt work for me, its hard to pick up on what is being said and it can get 
frusterating when I am trying to listen. However what does work for me is having 
conversations with other students in the class so that we can work together and see 
eachother struggling because then it is less intimidating!!!

Even though I theoretically like to learn all the ins and outs of a language, I think 
that it is sort of counter productive to me comfortably speaking it. I took two years of 
Latin in high school and I still can remember a good deal of the cases and vocabulary but 
have great difficulty in actually speaking because each time I try I stop and look off to 
the side working through the rules in my head . This also goes for planning what I'm 
going to write. I feel that if I spend too much time planning and not actually doing I am 
more likely to confuse myself and make myself unsure.

What works the best for me is anything visual or written. I remember things by reading 
them multiple times or continually writing them. Also saying them out loud helps me 
remember them and feel more comfortable with new words. What doesn't work for me is just 
listeing to the words being spoken, I'm not an auditory learner so I don't focus as well 
on what they are saying.

