may 4.4.3 Flowchart for Discovering the Distribution of Sounds
e'x- The flowchart should help you to identify the type of distribution two (or more) sounds in
tain a language have. The rectangular boxes ask you to do something or give you some infor-
mation that your working through,the flowchart has revealed. The diamond-shaped boxes
fon- pose a question. Try reading through the flowchart before you attempt to analyze the
l_"efi languages in the next file; it may help you to understand the relationship between the
'1;;5 different types of distributions of sounds in a language.
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File 4.4 How to Solve Phonology Exercises

question appear.

Do the sounds
occur in the same
environment?

The sounds are in
overlapping
distribution.

The sounds are in
complementary
distribution.

Prediction
is possible.

The sounds are
allophones of
the same

phoneme.

No
prediction
is possible.

Do the words
have the same
meaning?

Yex The words form a

minimal pair.

The sounds are in
contrastive
distribution.

The sounds are
allophones of
different

- phonemes.

The sounds
are in free
variation.
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