
The Labovian Vowel System (Labov, 1994, p. 163) (IPA in []s) 

 UPGL ID I NG   
SHORT  

 FRONT  BACK   
      INGL ID I NG  

i   [�] u [�]  iy [iy]  iw [(y)iw] uw [uw]  ih   [��] uh [��] 

e  [�] � [�]  ey [ey] oy [oy]  ow [ow]  eh  [��] oh [��] 

æ [æ] o [�]   ay [ay] aw [aw]   æh [��], [e�] ah [a�] 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Philadelphian shifts: 

ahr ���� ohr, ohr ���� uhr, oy ���� uy, oh ���� o�/�� 

 

/iy/ 

beat 

/ey/ 

date 

/uw/ 

boot 

/ow/ 

boat 

/aw/ 

down /æh/ 
bath, ban 

/æ/ 
bat, banner 

/e/ 

dead 

(ay0) 

ice 

Philadelphia Vowel Shifts 
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Short-a Tensing Conditions in 

Philly and New York 

The Southern Shift 

The Canadian Shift 


