Sp440/540 Metaphor, Play, and Humor:  Story-telling
(This course is offered with a different focus each time and may be repeated for credit.)

L. David Ritchie, Professor  cgrd@pdx.edu

NOTE:  This syllabus is a work in progress – I am still working on assignments.  However, the list of topics and readings is nearly finalized.
Professor David Ritchie, UCB440B;  phone 725-3550 e-mail (cgrd@pdx.edu)

Web Page: http://web.pdx.edu/~cgrd/  


Office Hours:  Monday 3:00-4:00, Wednesday, 12:00 – 1:00, or by appointment.    

Texts:  Norrick, N. R.  (2010).  Conversational Narrative:  Storytelling in everyday talk.  Amsterdam:  Benjamins.  
Other assigned readings are accessible electronically through the PSU Library.    

Objectives of this course:  

This class is intended for advanced undergraduates and graduate students with an interest in how meaning is constructed in conversation through story-telling.  The class will be 50% on d2l, with one two hour face-to-face meeting each week.  Students who are unable to meet during the day may take the course as a fully on-line course by participating more extensively in the d2l discussion.  (Same crn – make arrangements with me at the beginning of the quarter.) 
Attendance. 


Regular attendance (on-time) and full participation is expected of all students.  If you are unable to attend for reasons beyond your control please notify me in advance or, in the event of an emergency, as soon as you can.  While in class, please do not use cell-phones or other external communication devices.  Laptops may be used only for taking notes or other purposes directly related to the class.  Since class meetings will be primarily discussion-oriented, with some short lectures to clear up difficult concepts, I prefer that students not eat or chew gum in class.  (If you must chew gum, please keep it in your mouth and silent.)

Weekly reading notes.  25% of the grade.  


Each week, each student will prepare reading notes on all assigned readings.  FTF students will hand these in at the beginning of class; on-line students will e-mail them to me by 8:00 a.m. Sunday.  
Weekly on-line assignments.  25% of the grade.  

Each student will be expected to post at least twice each week; fully on-line students will post at least three times per week.  Postings may address how the ideas presented in the current week’s reading assignment or in the face-to-face class discussions apply to everyday conversation, or how the material relates to concepts and theories learned in other classes, respond to a question from me or a question raised by another student, or introduce additional materials and ideas relevant to the week’s topic.  The initial discussion posting should be no later than 8:00 a.m. Tuesday, and all required postings  must be posted no later than 8:00 a.m. Saturday.  All postings should be in grammatical English (complete sentences etc.); short postings may be given partial credit at my discretion.    

Term Paper  (30% of the grade)


Every student will write a research paper.  Students will obtain and analyze transcripts of a discourse sample.  Appropriate texts include transcripts of peer group conversations, focus groups, or in-depth interviews, political speeches, debates, and other events, public blog postings, or similar conversation-like texts (no fictional texts).  You must get my approval in advance.  

The analysis should apply theories and concepts discussed in class to understanding the construction of meaning (including group or personal identities) in the discourse.  Where relevant, theories and concepts encountered in prior course work should be referenced.   Recommended length is 12-25 pages.  Grad students are expected to cite at least 6-10 references in addition to the assigned readings.  Students may work on this project in teams of 2-4 students.  (Group papers are expected to be longer and more detailed than individual papers.)   Students will present their papers (with a poster plus a brief summary) during the final class meeting.  If fully on-line students are unable to attend the final class meeting you will prepare a suitable graphic presentation of your ideas to post on-line in advance of the final meeting.  

Phase 1 (Due ).  The first part of the paper will describe the discourse sample and position it in its context; it will also discuss the structure of story-telling episodes that will be analyzed in greater detail in the second part.  


Phase 2 (Due ).  The second part of the paper will present your analysis of story-telling, including themes and interactions.  


Final paper (Due ).  You will revise the first two parts, taking my suggestions into account, finish your analysis, add an introduction and concluding discussion, and shape the entire paper into a complete essay.  Your essay should follow the format of a journal article and be suitable for submission to an academic conference or journal.  
Exams:  There will also be a mid-term (10%) and final exam (20%), both on-line.     

	A note about plagiarism.  This is a senior / graduate class; by now you are all fully aware of the rules.  If you copy anything use quotes and a complete cite; evidence of plagiarism (including words copied from my own writings) will lead to a zero on the assignment with no make-up and no negotiation.  

A note about the use of extended quotations.  All work should be in your own words; quote other authors only to criticize or comment; never use another author’s words as a substitute for your own.  (Even if it is in quotes and cited properly, a paper that is mostly quotes and paraphrases from others doesn’t satisfy the assignment and will not earn a passing grade – at the extreme, a grade of zero.)  If you are uncertain, ask me! 


Outline of Topics

Week 1. Introduction
Norrick, Ch. 1
Week 2. Internal Narrative Structure 

Norrick, Transcription Conventions; Chapter 2

Week 3. Formulaicity and Repetition in Storytelling 

Norrick Ch. 3.  
Week 4. Retelling and Retold Stories 

Norrick Ch. 4. 
Week 5. Narrative Contexts 

Norrick, Ch.5
Week 6. Varieties of Conversational Narrative 

Norrick, Ch.6
Week 7. Extensions of the Approach 

Norrick, Ch. 7 & 8
Week 8.  Transportation theory; Stories and memory.  

Green, Melanie C., Brock, Timothy C., and Kaufman, Geoff F.  (2004).  Understanding media enjoyment:  The role of transportation into narrative roles.  Communication Theory, 14, 311-327.

Schank, R. C. and Abelson, R. P. (1995).  Knowledge and memory:  The real story.  Pp. 1-86 in Wyer, R. S. Jr.. (Ed.),  Knowledge and memory:  The real story.  Advances in Social Cognition, Vol. VIII.  Hillsdale, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.
Week 9.  Cognitive processing of stories. 

Speer, N. K., Reynolds, J. R., Swallow, K. M., & Zacks, J. M. (2009).  Reading Stories Activates Neural Representations of Visual and Motor Experiences.  Psychological Science, 20, 989-999
Gabriel, S., & Young, A. F. (2011).  Becoming a Vampire Without Being Bitten:  The Narrative Collective-Assimilation Hypothesis.  Psychological Science, 22, 990-994
Week 10  Stories and Metaphors. 
L. David Ritchie (2010).  "Everybody goes down":  Metaphors, Stories, and Simulations in Conversations. Metaphor and Symbol, 25, 123-143. 



