COMM 336  Metaphor             Dr. Ritchie         (Revised 8/27/16)


Fall 2016:  MW  1200-1350  Broadway 222
Dr. David Ritchie, UCB 440B. http://web.pdx.edu/~cgrd/; e-mail:  cgrd@pdx.edu.  

Do not use d2l e-mail to contact me.  I do not check d2l mail so I will probably not receive it. 
Office Hours:  MW 10:00-11:45 or by appointment.  You may also find me in my office for a half hour after my workout on Tuesday and Thursday morning, around 9. 
TA: Karina Skauge 
kskaug2@pdx.edu  
Primary texts (available in e-book versions)
Ritchie, L. D. (2013) Metaphor.  Cambridge University Press.  

Lakoff, G., & Johnson, M. (1980). Metaphors We Live By.  Chicago.
Journal articles can be accessed through the PSU Library web page, “Find It @ PSU.” 

Course Objectives:  This course is intended as an introduction to the study of metaphor in ordinary discourse.  No prior exposure to the metaphor literature is assumed.  You will learn to:
· Define, recognize, explain and interpret metaphors using different theories. 
· Identify and interpret metaphors in discourse, find patterns of metaphor use, apply these patterns to increase understanding of the discourse.  
· Become more reflective and conscious in your own use of language.  
Learning objectives related to Popular Culture UnSt cluster: 
· Integrate your understanding of metaphors in popular culture with qualitative and interpretive research methods
· Examine metaphors in popular culture in historical, cultural, social, and political contexts, and how metaphors reflect, influence, and challenge values and beliefs. 

· Collaborate with others in class discussions and research projects to understand how divergent perspectives interact with ambiguity in images and texts. 

· Communicate effectively by recognizing and adapting to the audience, purpose, and other aspects of the communicative context.  
Course Format.  This course combines lectures with group discussion and individual recitation.  

Attendance, full attention, and active participation are required.  Arriving late or leaving early will be treated as an absence.  Absences may be excused only for religious holidays, illness, or genuine emergencies.   You must notify me as soon as possible.  
Reading annotations: 1 point per week, completed prior to class on the due date and available for inspection during the first 20 minutes of class.  You will write annotations for every assigned reading.  You may e-mail reading annotations to the TA prior to class.  You may use reading annotations for the mid-term and final exam; they are indispensable for your term paper.  

Class discussion exercises will be turned in at the end of each class (1 point per class meeting, 2 points per week).  Discussions will be in groups of 3-4; each group member must write your full name at the top of the paper to be counted as present and participating.  (Do not write the names of absent group members – to do so is plagiarism, zero for all group members.)  If you have an excused absence you may complete the discussion questions (in the powerpoint slides on d2l) and e-mail them to the TA no later than one week after the missed meeting.  I will call on students at random, sometimes prior to group discussion.  If you are unable to make at least a reasonable attempt at a response, you will be counted absent and get no credit for the day.  
E-mail:  If you submit assignments by e-mail, they must be attached as Word-compatible documents with your last name and the course number in the document name and a message that can easily be distinguished from a phishing attempt (not “see attached”).  
On-line quizzes over all readings assigned for each week, due prior to the beginning of Monday class, 1 point per week.
Midterm exam.  In-class, 10 points, short answer.  

Final exam (Thurs., Dec. 11, 1015-1205).  20 points, comprehensive, short answer & essay.

Term Paper.  Due in two stages.  Detailed description at the end of the syllabus.    

Classroom Demeanor.  Distracting behavior will not be tolerated. 

· Electronic devices may be used only for purposes related to the class. 

· No side conversations.  If you have a question, please ask it publicly.  I welcome questions about any course-related topic at any time, including during a lecture.

· Drinks are okay, but no loud food.  

· If you must chew gum, keep it silent and in your mouth. 

Grade disputes:  I will not discuss grades in class.  You must provide a written explanation of why you believe your assignment deserved a higher grade, with reference to the syllabus and other course materials, and attach a copy of the assignment within one week of when the assignment was returned.  It is not my job to justify why you did not get a higher grade; it is your job to provide evidence why you deserve a higher grade.  
Keep dated copies of all work in case something gets lost.  

Late assignments, extensions and incompletes.  All work is due at or before the beginning of class on the date due; assignments may always be submitted early.  Assignments submitted after the beginning of class on the date due will receive a 5% (one half grade) penalty; assignments submitted within two days of the date due will receive a 10% (full grade) penalty.   

Assignments will not be accepted after two days.  Exception:  For an excused absence, all assignments are due the first day back.  I do not give incompletes except in the case of a genuine emergency, when the student has been making satisfactory progress on all assignments to date.    

Grading:




Grade scale
Daily in-class discussion
  18

90 / 93
     
= A- / A

Daily on-line quizzes  
  17

80 / 83 / 88    
= B- / B / B+
Reading notes 

   10


70 / 73* / 78   
= C- / C* / C+
Mid-term


  10

60-69.9    
= D
Final



  15

<60          
= F
Paper, Stage 1


  10

*C (73%) is the minimum to get credit toward the 
Paper, Final


  20

 Communication major.




100



	A note about plagiarism.  This is an upper-division class; by now you all know the rules.  If you copy anything use quotes and a complete cite.  If you paraphrase you must also give a complete cite.  If in doubt, cite.  Evidence of plagiarism will lead to a zero on the assignment with no make-up, no excuses, no discussion, and no negotiation.  Identical passages appearing in two or more students’ work is prima facie evidence of plagiarism and all students involved will receive a zero. If you believe another student may have copied your work, notify me before I grade the assignment.   If plagiarism appears to have been intentional, I will refer the matter to the Student Conduct Office.  

If you are uncertain about the rules, ask me before the problem arises! 


Topics and assignments. 
1.  Mon. 9/26.  Introduction to the class.  

     Wed. 9/28.  Metaphor, Ch. 1;  Metaphors we live by, Ch. 1.  (D2l quiz, notes.)

You are also responsible for reading this syllabus in detail.  
Vocabulary:  Metaphor, metonym, idiom, conceptual metaphor, vehicle, topic, mapping, context.
2.  Mon. 10/3 & Wed. 10/5.  Traditional metaphor theories. Metaphor, Ch. 2 & 3 

Vocabulary:  substitution, comparison theory, property attribution, structure mapping, analogy, salience, graded salience model, category, ad hoc category, relevance, context, cognitive context, cognitive environment, implicature, circularity. 
3.   Mon. 10/10 & Wed.  10/12.  Conceptual Metaphor Theory; identifying metaphors.  Lakoff & Johnson, Ch. 2-8; Metaphor, Ch. 4; Methodological Addendum (d2l).  Print out the Lithwick New York book review (on d2l), identify metaphors according to the Addendum and bring it to class on Wednesday.    


Topic statements due Oct. 17 – you may e-mail them.
Vocabulary:  Conceptual metaphor, embodied metaphor, composite (or compound) metaphor, discourse. 
4.  Mon. 10/17.   Perceptual simulations.  Metaphor, Ch.5.


Wed. 10/19.  Midterm.  It will cover everything through Oct. 17
Vocabulary: perceptual simulation, activation, neuron, conceptual neural system, introspection, interoception, schema, extended context. 
5.  Mon. 10/24 & Wed.  10/26.  Metaphorical framing in politics.  Metaphor, Ch. 6 & 9.  
Vocabulary:  Frame, framing, thematic frame, episodic frame, issue framing, frame conflict, generative metaphor, conduit metaphor, priming, conceptual integration, conceptual blend, mental space, cognitive effect, legitimation, delegitimation, argumentation.  
6.  Mon. 10/31 & Wed. 11/2.   Framing and frame conflicts.  Thibodeau P. H., Boroditsky L. (2011) Metaphors We Think With: The Role of Metaphor in Reasoning. PLoS ONE 6(2): e16782. doi:10.1371/journal.  pone.0016782.  http://www-psych.stanford.edu/~lera/papers/; Ritchie, L. D., & Cameron, L. (2014).  Open hearts or smoke and mirrors:  Metaphorical framing and frame conflicts in a public meeting.  Metaphor and Symbol, 29, 204-223. 

Due at the beginning of class Wednesday:  First stage of term paper. 

Vocabulary:  multiple audiences, idiomatic metaphor, interaction frame, situational irony, discourse analysis, bureaucratic process, hierarchical relations, collaborative, adversarial, script, agency, attribution, asymmetrical, empathy, trope, empathy, conditions of empathy.  
7.  Mon. 11/7 & Wed. 11/9.  Language play; Metaphors in conversation.  Metaphor, Ch. 7 & 8  

Vocabulary:  play, language play, grooming, sublimated aggression, frame-shifting, cognitive evolutionary account, tautology, nonsense, satire, thematic metaphor, transformed metaphor, conversational context, collaboration, collaborative transformation, affective (please note the difference between affect and effect – spelling matters!), meta-communication, tuning, conversation structure, reframing.  
8.  Mon. 11/14 & Wed. 11/16.  Metaphors in literature; allegories and other metaphorical stories.  Metaphor, Ch. 10; Ritchie, L. D. (in press), Metaphor and story-telling.  (d2l) 

Vocabulary:  Allegory, story, narrative, metaphorical story, story metaphor.
9.   Mon. 11/21.  & Wed. 11/23   Visual metaphors. El Refaie, Elisabeth (2009b).  Multiliteracies: how readers interpret political cartoons.  Visual Communication, 8, 181-205; Editorial cartoon samples to code (d2l) – print and bring them with you. 
Vocabulary:  visual literacy, cultural literacy, mode, modal, multi-modal, genre, complexity, pilot study, decontextualized, visual representation, fantasy scenario, cartoon conventions, parse, closure, motion line, homogeneous, running gag, “anchorage,” coherent, lateral thinking.
10.  Mon. 11/28 & Wed. 11/30.  Wrapping up. Metaphor, Ch. 11 

Term paper is due by the beginning of class on Monday.  

11  Thurs. 12/8 12:30    Final exam 
Term Paper Assignment:  Metaphor research paper

You will write a 12-15 page paper (not including title page, references, etc.) focusing on the use of metaphors in discourse about a current public issue, e.g. one of the current political campaigns or more general issues like the economy, environment, immigration, etc.  You may organize your paper as a literature review, drawing on and synthesizing at least eight published academic articles about your topic, or you may select one or more texts dealing with the topic, identify and analyze the metaphors and report your findings.  Comparing two texts on the same topic (e.g. pro and con, two different times or occasions, etc.) can be fruitful.  You may use speeches, campaign advertising, blogs, editorials and editorial cartoons, whatever you find that has a good supply of metaphors to analyze. (But do not select a famous text that has already been analyzed many times.)  If you write about a controversial issue you are expected to treat your sources fairly and objectively – I am not interested in reading a statement or justification of your personal views.  If you browse through a few back issues of Metaphor and Symbol and Metaphor and the Social World you will find many examples to emulate.  A list of possible topics, including references to some good examples of metaphor analysis papers, will be found on d2l.
Topic statement, due Oct. 24.  Identify your proposed topic, the text(s) you will use, and list a couple of the metaphors you have found in your sample.  
Stage 1, due Nov. 7.  Describe your project and your progress so far; describe some of the metaphors / themes you have identified.  Be sure to attach a List of References in APA style.  If you do a metaphor analysis, you still need to cite readings assigned for the course in support of the methods you use to identify and analyze metaphors in your text sample(s). 
Stage 2, due Nov. 28.  This will be a complete, polished paper with an introduction, discussion of background information, discussion of metaphors, themes, and what they tell us about the topic, and a conclusion section that sums it all up.  Be sure to attach a List of References in APA style.  

Length:  Stage 1 will be in the range of 6-8 pages, not counting title page and references.  The complete paper, including both stages, will be in the range of 10-15 pages, not counting title page and references.  

Style:  Use academic style – I recommend you pattern your paper after some of the articles in Metaphor and Symbol.  No colloquialisms or chatty asides.  All sources must be academic sources.  Draw concepts and definitions from readings assigned in this class.  
Writing style matters:  incomplete sentences, proof-reading lapses, rambling sentences and paragraphs, word usage and spelling problems, etc. will lead to a lower grade – if there are very many writing errors the grade will not be a passing grade.  Use APA style throughout:  Citations are always in the form of Surname (date), with no first name or initial and no incidental information about the author.  See “Writing for the social sciences” on d2l.

