
 

San Mateo County projects
incorporate aesthetic features
Placing aesthetic improvements high on your list call [oster
public approval ofprojects
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an Mateo County, California. is
located on tilt: picturesque San
Fr<Ul(:is<:o Peninsula. between

San Fmnciscoaod San Jose. TIKcounty
is bise<:lcd by lhe Coastal Mouruain
Range and by the San Andreas Faull.
The urban c,luster of cities along U.S.
101, lhe residential areas in the rolling
hills. and the(IUict ncighborhoodsoflhe
rum! Sun Mateo County l,;OOSt offer :l

wide variety of challenges to rood im­
I)TOn:ment project implementation,
Recently, the San M:neo COUnty Dc­
pal1nli::nl of Public Works su«es.~fully

incorp0l'liled significant aesthetic (1:3­

lures into several roadway improvement
!)TOjl.'(:\s.

San Mate<) Coumy residenls and pub
lie work.o;oflici:lls Ii:lve worked logelher
in producing appealing resulls in many
recem projecu. Noronly docs Ihis ell­
h:mcc the Iinal product for lhe enjoy­
menl ofthe community. but it makes lhe
proJOCt p1anmng :md construction pro­
cess more acceptable 10 lhe local area
residents. Tbc aeslhetlCfeatures adopIed
by San Mateo Counly have occurred
both on a policy level as well as on a
project-specific basis. ami l'mge from

'I inexpensive and easy-to-implement so­
IUliuns locoslly undergrounding ofuti Ii­
lies.

The San Maleo CounlY Depanmenl
of Public Works. in addition 10 other
dU(i~. is responsible for the mainle­
naoee and impn:wement of o,"cr 300 lIIi
(483 km)ofcoullIy roads in the unincor­
ponlledarcasofSan MatcoCounlY. The
depanmenl acti"e1y pursues an annual
rood maintenanccnnd improvement pro-­
gram. In a lypical )'e&. a ponion of the
improvemem program includes major
e:lpilal projects which Ilre fUll)' counly­
funded and neighborhood as.~cssrnelll

di ~lriel projects which are cooperatively
funded by lhe COUnl)' and local resi­
dents.

Alameda de las Pulgas

A reccnl example of a major capilal
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Alo~diJ d~ flU P"fg= Qft~r""","{won. L.tft tll.m und bi0'cl~ lan,s ...", tJdd~d. as ..·~n
sidnl"Qlks. Unlltiu "ue also pk'ud "nd,,.,round. Thu, and o,hUlU'Slh",~jMTIlnS
bu.11 into tit, n1lO\'atiOfl pl/lllMI~gain p"b"~ appt'O\Yujor thL proj«t.

road.....ay improvcmcm project Yo hkh was School's primaryaccessis from Alameda
fully funded by San MOlcoCounty is the de las Pulgas. and lhc lock of lefllum
Alamcd.'1 de las Pulgas Improvemelll I:mes for lraffic turning inlo lhe school
Project. Alameda de las Pulgas is a created seriousbolllcnecks in the mom-
major norlh-~outh :lrlcrial lhal runs ing and aflC1ll0011 PC:I!; periods.
IltrougOOUl lhe COUIlIY of San Mate<! The area also c:1Used problems for
from lh~ City of San Mateo in lhc nonh pedestrians and bicyclist~, since there
10 the coumy's border with Sanla Clara were no sidewalks or bicycle lanes.
Coomy in the south. As of 1988. there During rainy periods. the shouldcrareas
was one remaining unimllro'ed half- became tre3Cherous mud puddles. lead-
mile segment located in unillCOrpOr'3led mg schoolchildren to walk on the rutt"-

San "1atco County near the Town of row p;lvemem. [n addition, the San
Woodside. Alameda de las l'ulgas had Mateo County Transil Dislrict
beenacounly roadforroughly lOOyears (Sam(rans) bu.o;e.~ .....ere: forced 10 SLOP in
and had nC\'er been improved to county travcllanes to allow p:l.~sengers to etn-
st:lnd:lf(ls. bark and disembark, Net:dless 10 say.

This narrow two-lane rO:td had severe lhis created hazardous bOlllcnecks n~

paveme!ll failure. inadcqu:tte drainage. well. Through traffic often dro..eon the
nonstandard ..ertical sighl disllull;;e, no dirt shoulders 10 m,mcuvcr around left-
provisions for left turns. and had been lurning traffic and SlOpped buses.
the sile of numcrous accidenu. This All.oprominemalongAlamedadelas
segment of Alameda de liiS Pulgas car- Pulga.~ was the unsightly presence of
ries over 14.000 ,"'chicles per day and OCa\ilyladenoverfleadUli1itypolcsaJong
experiences sc'·ere congestion during thcedgeoftheruadway. which includC'd
peak travel periods. Woodside lIigh a 60 kilovolt Pacific Gas & Electric



 

A/amMo th fDS PufSlU Nfor, Ih, NXJdI<"a)' impr(7l_m proJ'd.
Thr fad, off~ tum fann cr«Urd MItt/0' sdlOalbusrs at 1M

'''I,m/u 10 IVoot/sid, High School. shql,,, oll,jI.

Company (PCi&E) II~UN11l~~IO'1 line..
Here is where the San M:ueo County
DepartmentofPubhc Worbstcppcd In

10 impll'.;menl a major impt'o,emelll
project, not only to so!\'e thc tr.lffic,
drainage. and pavement problems. but
to addre....s the ac,<;thetic fleficil'.;oci~ lb

.....elL The SUl:ces5 of this project was
he:lYily dependent on the cooperatton or
PG&E. Pacific Rell. Tr.lCllhl..vi~ion,

SamtnlJlS. the California Department of
Transportation. the Filir Oaks Sewer
Maintenance District. the California
\Val"'l S"'lvk", Cumpany. the Town of
Woodsidc, the Town of Alherton. and
mOSI importilntly, local re.~idellts,

Aesthetics incorporated ellrly
1lw: Crumly of San Mateo took lh",

aesthetic fcmu~ofthe projCCt intocon­
sidcrution cart)" In the planmng proce.n.
Anearlycommitmo:m wlhmlMI.. lol,111I,;e
allutilitylinesunderground.1becounty
also decided to be the lend agcncy for
creating the underground utilit) Ili,uM.1,
which im'olwd pn:-p:lring the construC­
tion plans. including the uttlity .....01'1:: In

the road conslnIClion conlmct, l\llmini<;_
UTing thcCl)rlSuuctiOllCOfllr.llCL and mart­

a~ing: the utility cost-sh:uing process.
Il'llscommitmentellSurcdthatthcpmja:1

would " ....'''' furward in lhe most respon­
sible manner possible.

Thc roadway improvemcnt concepl
was II) (""'pleldy ,·t:I.,ull~lru~'tlhepave­
ment and to improve the venical sight
distance. with one tmyel Inne in each
o;~c.tion and it continuous CCutcl 1",(,
llIm lanc for access to adjoining Slreets,
numerous dnveways. and thc high
.'iChool. The project illrlmk:ll fUtll uu~

lurn-outs, deemed crucial to the effi­
cient flow of tranlc on thIS heavily lfDV­
cled artenal. In addilion.l~proja:18Iso

included a new sanitary sewer system: a
new SlOnn draimlge s)'stcm; btc)'clc
lanes: complete curb. gulter and .side­
walks, and a IIO:W ~trt:o:tlighling system,

Noproject comes tocompleuoo with
out unique challenges and problem.<;

rhroughout the planning and design pra­
cess. But ooRStdcnng the value of tins
project 10 Ute county and 10 thecomnm­
nity, the bumps in the road were rela­
ti\"j~ly SID3lI. Project design ""115 com­
pleted in 1989 and construction wa..
UJlIlpld<: in 1990. The county's com­

mitmenl to aesthetiCS is widely apparent
when 0IlC compare..\
the pre"lous "iew"
through the corri­
dOrlornenewroad- .

w~y, whid, "":"I~

the needs of the
trnvehng publicnnd
which i.s ~1)llI':f,1i1l8

to Ihe eye. Thi~ is
an excel1em el\­
ampleofhowllp"h­
lio.: wurn depan­
ment can make a
commitment to a
specific project
from the beginning
ofthcplanningpro­
<.:t:'>:>. to ellSure that
aesthetic consider­
allons arc Imple­
mr:oted as a pall uf
an indiyidual

proJect. The
County "f S~1l

Maleo has also made commitments to
aeslhctic.'lon a pohey levcl.

Monmra/Moss BCllChlEl
Granada community plan

111'" MuntanliMoss BeachlElGmnada
area eXtends along the Pacthe coast from
Martini Crcck to the northern Cily limi1s
uf Half Moon Bay, a distance of ap­
proximately 5 mi (8.05 km). This arell
was first .'Iuhdivirled <;hartly lifter lhe
I906San FrllJx:iso.·uEanhquake with !he
thinking lh.:lt thousands of S:m Fran
cisco residents WOtJld swarm to the area.
anx;OtIs 10 ,,1:111 m'e, BUI the ~a1.

exodus Dever c:une, and few oflhe sub
WVlded lots .....cre dc\·c1opcd. Theorigi­
nal 1909cmhsll'NI ,idewlll~~4IIstillbe

found in some areas, some buried by
scycra! feet of earth. The aru grew
dn.... ly ulllill970 .... henarenewedinter·
est in homeCOllStroelion began. In 1977,
a commUnily plan was pn::pared by the

Cl"""'1YI"~nnitlgckpartmrntstaffinclose

cooper:uion with the community resi­
dents. The plllll emphasizes a policy of

low growth based on urban ,"fill of
existing subdivided land. with maJL:i­
ilium pJ1:'Sl:rYaliun uf mllur.ll resources.

As far as public works arc concerned
the community plan cmphasiled modi·
finl ,,:sitJellli;11 road SUllidards to allow
nalTQwer streels :lnd ncxiblc design 5t3n­
dards to help prcserye naluml amenities
~nd the community's lUlal <:harao.:l",r.

TIle MomaralMoss BcaclVEI Granada
area was subdIvided prior to the estab­
lishll"ll':nlofCOll,,1y" ,t..li"i"illll!ru;.td ~ta,,­

dards; thus. many local Streets have not
been Improved. Unpaved roods causc
dlL~1 problems iUIl"ll': ,,,m'lIa ,lIId stUllll
drainage problemsduring rainy weather.
The modem county rood standanJ for
re.~idential <;freelS «11\.'1;<;1.'1 of " 3G ft

C.wr,inlWd <fI'l pas' f;I

APWAllEI'ORTIJI.fJULYI9'1.! IJ



 

Al'~nUt Allulmbro. Qjtu u1wJ»1ltQII{Hl. 11u' ,\Ihturrbro proJ«1 offirrJ proj«t plannt'rJ 1M
0pPQnwr<ry IQ rmprm-c v,nlMJlI, "-CT)' do-mrll/ o{flw asillg and." f''';' "',,,/.....> AI Ihi.­
p/Iolotropll shott'l. Ilw S)~l..m of illlf"lI'rlj,... , ,m.• ,,','I..,darifi,Jdari"s "habililatiOtl.

Aesthetics
Cotllin~dfrom po.~ IJ
(10.98 m) WIde p3\"cmenl !iCC:tiM (''''0
1r.l\'c1lanesand IVl'Opaddng lanes), curbs.
gulters, and a 5 ft (I ';1 m) sidewall on
each side. The plan also incrudes modi­
fil"d qandards fOJ lc~iJc"tjal dn'ulalion
N)'slcms llnd COunly ro(lds for 'hc~

clhl~l,itk cOllllllunlLics. The standards
Include an Imponant C31'C31: reminctine;
dcsigncn; to be panicularly careful to
nUlJnl.3in adcqlllllr madw;ly geomclIic
standards for emergency vehicle nccess
IO'~~.

For residenlllll streets. the plan In­
dutlo.~ lht: folluwing policies: the de>iign
ofclrculallon syslcm~ \\'hich di<;C0I1rner
lhroup,h-traffic in residential areas; rc
duced mad wi('lh~ ~Ild ~pecjal desigll
considerations: walkways made of n.~­

rhah. exposed 3gglcgalc pavt:melil. and!
or oolored concrete (tanh colors or

bl3Ck), w31kw:l.ys separ:1ted from road­
Wil)'S with c... bting lll:c~ pll."'SCl"\'OO; the
locatin,e ofpmhs and walkways on one
~idl: uf strecl~ only where :lppropri:lle;
and the proViding of [l<lrkin& hay~ in­
ste3d of parking lanes wherever pos­
.'Iihle ann rh~irnble

The Monlar:I!MIl\.. l\eachlEl C ..UII:aJa
plan :lIse discusse.~ the use of divided
!mvel lanes wheu: :.ll'pruprbtc, 10 fil
wilh the topography. to pI'CSCl"\"C nmuml
rcalmc), :lud to maiutain neiJ:lhborhood
charucler. In the la~l M:ver:ll yellf':(, Ihe
San M:lIeo County Dcp:lnment of Pub

Three historic deals. One great price.
N04.tI it's easy and economical co bntsll up on Juur public l.wrks history,

WORKS EQUIPMENT
TIt" f"<"kJ, 'nclw« lilt Mnk o,,~

11"",,,"..! V...", <4 I'uHk W."L
~..q,,~; /\/l IlIw.lrmt<d' 1m"..,.

".'JIh m<'>1~ lholt 10 phot<'lj;l':lrh<; lh~

n\o:..,~~ \t""'*'
~ '" 1t:1ro>pn-., ... ..1 .1.""

'" tho r/voI'~ Ill: loll. ritkh
.........."'" II·xl.· (18x',6-.1

These popular.You ace now offered
at the special pril,;c uf only $40 C".lch,

:. ------ •••• -•••---- -- -------_. --_._--+ ..
, Yea., K'fld me the followlll\: st1(') of publ;" work~ hi..t011~
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__ l:nitcJ St.ol'" >nJCont.h

__ TOTAllUllNf >II __ e!-4O N<h.
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lie Workshascomplelcd severnl projects
.....hich heamifully illlllh'I1It'lIl Iho:' <M:l>­

Ilr.lic I'ulieie-- of the Lumll\unhy pl:m.

AWDue Alhambra
One projcct in paniculll.r. the Avenut';

AlliamUr.!. presemcd :m opponunity [0

plan. design and conSlruct a challenging
and attr:l.cLiveproJCct conSistent wllh the
policIes contalncd in thc community
plan. Avenue Alh3mhnl i~ a lighr com·
mercial/residenri;)1 ;ntni:.l whirl! p<lntl.

leIs Slate Romc I. A mOle\' sever.!l
restaurants. and a markct arc mixcd wilh
attractive singlc lilllli IYrCSldcnccs ovcr·
looking thc Pacific Ocean. A concretc

cireulatioo !'y~lr:m

The Avenue Alhambm project of­
fered the opponunity 10 rechannelize
numerous InternectlOnS: n:conSlruct the
p8.'·cmcnl section: replace the curb. gut­
ter. and ~idew;lll;~; uf'8I11tI"lhO:~"'Ulilary

....."'.., l>}"...telll: and augment the storm
dntinage system. The final desi~n ofthe
project included SC\'crul 1It1r:lC1.I\·e acs­
Ihclie features. suitable for the sitc's
spectacular views or thc Pacific Oct-.Jlll

:lllli filling inlo thc policies of the com­
munity plan. Somc of these features

includede:uth colorcdconcretc forcurb.
guttcr, SIdewalks. drninuj;c inlet uprons.
and driveways: adolx:-enlnrerl illIr;r1nd:­
ing ravine, ~ll)II'" ii' lllcui;llllllalCriaJ for

:uK! othernarural fe:llures. These projects
are excellent examples of how the SlIn
Matco County I.>epartment of Publil;
Wor\;sisimplcmenlingthecornmunity'~

gooh nf prc..-.eo·ing arlll illljHl....iug the
:!ITa lifestyle.

Significant public benefits
1l1e San M:llCil r'"lIIly £.It.,panlllCnl

lOr Public Work!. has actively pursued
Ihc use of aesthetic features in roadway
improvement projects. This a\len1lon to

the visuul appeal or" projeci can provide
~ignificantvisual beutfiL~ 10 the ruhlic.
AHnlrtiv~ vrojC(ts often gain commu­
nity acceptance mueh lllore readily than

Avenue Alhambra: helill-e and after
I.

.'1'('111/1' ,IlIJt1Jnl>m ""Inr,. r"nll~~J1;'~' l'ul'I:m('m d,'wrionl/lon
11o'0.l oIJlioll.<, tile ~IO/ III ,11 uim,,'" \"\/'"',, II'IJ' i",,,lr'l'II/I". ,,,,tlllIl'

$)'SII'III <Jf ;lIu:r.r<'(·r;'rt .\Irrc/.> 'I'd•• ,"!lusing. 1111' 1...1"~"ilil"/i,,,, ,if
:\>'<"1111" tIIlu.tIlhm 1,,'O~i(lrd rile <Jflpt>rtllnil)' Iv illlp1l'r,' «If

"rfie/em mJraslfllrfllre !!If'/IIt1/lI\. As ,S(l/n'WIlS fr'-'lIl tl,,:
pllN"grophf (If/hi' jimsh,'(I/lroltcl, lit., 111'1\' Al'~,we Al!ulml>ra
,h"'rjll.,,if"1' IIJ Ihe "0(/<111'0)"'$ prIm., <x"(J(m.</,(t /(KOIirm.

slab portion of the old CO:lSt Hrghway
underlics Avenue Alhambro. The old
Coast Highway wa.~ hllilt aftr;rlh.. Qrigi­
nal ~lIhrli \";,i'N'" ...illewalb and wassitu­
"100 approximately 2 rt (0.61 m) al)()\'c
these sidewa.lks. F<>r some length of
Avcnue Alhambrn.lhc SCVCfeCrossSIopc

between the edge of the concrete !'lah
and the !'idcwall. pl'·"·111o...1"II) l!ri,'('.
way access, thus hampering de\'elop­
menL In general. the p3\ement Ilad
deteriorated, the stonn drolOagc 5)'Stcm
was lIuldcquatc. and thcsidcwalks were
broken and incomrIe1r;. In aI~li,i.)u an
nhscllli' ,y...lem uf illlcfSl.'Cting streets
led 10 a confusing and ortcn ha7.ardous

lratlic islunds which contrasted with the
carth-culorcd cllrh~. 1r;,lwfN,,1 "111.1
wfought i,Ot, III:l.k.l>triall railing above
!he headwall for concrete box culvcrts:
and curb returns at intersectlllg streets
Sl.lIlablc forfuturc impro\'crncnt projects.
fiuing into the mocIirir:d rnat'l ~laooar-d$

",hich Il:lluin:. u~ of parking bays along
!he residential StreeL~ and the use of
ehokecs 3t intersections.

Currently. numerous oc'ghborilood
projects are in the planning and design
Stages which iocOfflonllc II.... II"':' of ,.....1­

orro mncrele. parking bays. chokers a[
inten;ccrions. sidewalkson one sideonly.
and the preservatIon 01 existmg trees

rmjl':cr~wil hOlll aesr~tic ..nh.1JlCr;nlCnb.
II is the local rcsidem. after all. who
must deal with the daily incon\'eniences
during. the construcuon of roadway
projects, Thc rncorporation of visual
details such a., UndergfOlluci utilil;"',
Sllttl lightillg. lulurrtl ClHK;n:le. inter­
locking pavers. and unique modifica­
tions 10 rood sundards can be vaJullble
fClltures of a successful projccL when
combined with the uanrlard~ of r;ngi.
ncc:';lI~" ~, ....Iklll:e iIlMl oX"ooun lU pub­
lic ~rvkc required in today's public
wooo environmenl.
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