Foundations of Sociology I, Winter 2016

Extra Credit Options: Chose One Only
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[image: image6.wmf]I. In your own words briefly summarize your understanding of the three major ideas in Toth’s essay “Why Sociology is Difficult” and then express the ways this article might help someone (it could actually be you) with their own encounter with the unique approach of the discipline of sociology. (The pictures may be suggestive…)
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	II. In one cogent sentence, Cooley sums up a central tenet of sociology:  “Society and individuals do not denote separable phenomena, but are simply collective and distributive aspects of the same thing.”  Five of the major theorists we have studied this term – Marx, Durkheim, Weber, Simmel, and Mead – have, each in his own way, made a similar observation.  How would you articulate this central tenet for each of these five theorists?  You may find a direct quote which summarizes it or you may put it into your own clear, concise, and cogent words, but be sure to explain it either way.  (There should be five parts to this answer, one for each of the five major theorists.  Be sure to identify each one.)
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III. Much has been made of the ideas of structure and emergence in this course. (1) Provide a sociologically meaningful definition of each, (2) give an illustrative example of each, and (3) explain why these two ideas are so essential to understanding behavior from a sociological point of view.

NOTE: A substantial answer to any one of these questions will provide a nudge to your grade, perhaps moving it up by as much as (but not necessarily) half a grade. There is no penalty for turning in an inadequate response (in other words there is no down side except the possibility of wasted effort), but there is no credit given for turning in a mediocre piece of work. So if you chose this option, turn in a piece of thorough, serious, reflective and thoughtful writing.
