        Sociology 301 – Winter 2015 – Unit 5       Name: ________________________

Essay Questions for Georg Simmel, the Chicago School, George H. Mead

1) Simmel has much to say about the paradoxical significance of money in society. Select three of the paradoxes he identifies that capture some aspect of your relationship to money and explain how they each are paradoxical. Be sure to specify clearly what paradox you are writing about and be equally specific about your explanation.
2) Think of a time when you were embarrassed. (If you’ve never been embarrassed, think of a time when you were with someone else who was embarrassed.) How would Cooley explain this using his concept of “the looking glass self.”
3) One of Simmel's primary interests was in “the significance of numbers for social life.”  
    Some of this was illustrated by his ideas regarding emergence which takes place 
    when moving from a dyad to a triad and when moving from a “small group” to 
    larger social structures. 

a)   identify three major sociological insights that come from Simmel’s observations 
      in regard to the significance of numbers and 

b)  give an example of each from your own experience.




4) What is significance of W. I. Thomas’s famous theorem, i.e., what major insight does 
    it describe for understanding and explaining human behavior? (Do not simply 
    paraphrase his theorem; instead explain what it means to know this about ourselves.) 
5) Explain what Mead thinks the mind is. (It can easily be done in one coherent 
    sentence. Try using it on someone not in this class….)
6) Mead argues that the development of the Self goes through three stages. Identify each briefly and explain their significance.
7) According to Mead’s theory why a self-referential symbol (i. e., the internalized symbol for the self) is very important. Why should this be so?
8) An Extra Credit Opportunity: Following Simmel’s ideas, what example would you
    use to illustrate the difference between subjective culture and objective culture?

---------------------------------------------------------

When you are finished go back over your essays to make sure you have answered all the questions above and that you have clearly identified your responses.
