                     Unit I: Take home Essay Questions
                      Due (along with Core Ideas) January 20


In this first unit we have looked briefly at a number of different ideas and several different theorists, so this first essay assignment addresses several which are most significant.
Part A: Having previously described the three components (“moments”) of Berger’s “Universal Paradigm,” in the class quiz, now select an actual phenomenon (not previously discussed) that exhibits these moments and show how you would use it to help explain this generic paradigm to someone outside of class. (4 pts)

Part B: In this first unit much has been made of social change and the rate of social change over the last 500 years. How would you describe the significance of this dynamic for the emergence of the social sciences, particularly for the emergence of sociology? How does this accelerating rate of change help account for what we’ve called “the discovery of society”? (4 pts)

Part C: The following is a quote from Peter Berger taken from the assigned on-line reading: “The relationship of the individual to language may…be taken as paradigmatic [serving as a model or an ideal example] of the dialectic of socialization…. Language nomizes by imposing differentiation and structure upon the ongoing flux of experience.”

What is Berger trying to say about the process of socialization and the special importance and influence of language? What is the nature of this dialectic? Can you think of some examples out of your own experience growing up and learning about the world? (5 pts) 
Part D: In addition to any of the ideas and/or concepts you have already mentioned, name and briefly elaborate upon one other major idea or concept in Unit 1 that really piqued your curiosity or struck you as especially relevant or surprising. (2 pts)

                                                        _______________________   
                                                                                                                           
Suggestions for this first take-home essay assignment: Word processing preferred; otherwise please write very legibly. Responses should be clear and succinct and should represent your own thoughtful reactions and insights. It’s always a good idea to re-read what you write before you turn it in. And remember, while a picture may be worth a thousand words, a well written sentence is worth at least a hundred….

Be sure to include your name on your finished work….
