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One theme that seems to persist throughout all four pieces is the role that women have in society.  Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I A Woman” was the first piece and really set the mood for all of the other pieces.  The first role for women that Sojourner Truth talks about is the treatment of women.  Women are supposed to be treated well.  They are supposed to have “the best place everywhere” (Feeney).  Men are supposed to care for women and help them.  But how was Sojourner treated?  Some roles that she played were a mother, a Christian, and Eve.  Eve was the first woman created by God and she turned the whole world upside down all by herself.  

The next piece “Four Women” by Nina Simone also talks about women’s roles in society.  Nina Simone is the first artist in these four pieces who talks about four different women and their roles.  The first woman is Aunt Sarah.  She was a slave, she was strong, and she was beat.  The next woman is Siffronia whose mother was raped by a rich white man.  The third woman is a prostitute with no real name or identity.  They just call her Sweet Thing.  The last woman is tough and bitter and her parent were slaves.  The song “For Women” by Talib Kweli also has these four same girls, but modern day versions of them. 

 The one piece that is very different from the others is “For Women” by Ursula Rucker.  Like Sojourner Truth, Ursula Rucker talks about women’s role as the “bearer of wisdom and fruit and pain”.  This coincides with the story of Paradise Lost when the first woman, Eve, ate from the forbidden tree of knowledge.  She was punished by being banished from the Garden of Eden and all women would go through terrible pain during childbirth as a result of her actions.  

Another role of women is that of a mother, and the potential of their children.  One of the pieces that describes this role particularly well is “For Women” by Ursula Rucker.  She talks about herself as a “raiser of leaders, of losers, of babies, of/ Boys who will become men/ Girls who will become women”.  Talib Kweli’s “For Women” also talks about the different kinds of people that a mother can raise.  “Being maids, cleaning ladies, maybe teachers or/ college graduates, nurses, housewives, / prostitutes, and drug addicts/ Some will grow to be old women, some will die/ before they born, / They’ll be mothers, and lovers who inspire and/ make songs” (Kweli).  It seems like the women want to believe that their children will have better lives then they will.  In Talib Kweli’s song, the character Peaches says, “But I live through my babies/ and I change my reality”.  The mothers put everything that they have into the love for their children.  When things are bad and they have nothing else, their love for their children is enough.  Talib Kweli’s character Aunt Sarah’s story says “Strong enough to take all the pain, that’s been/ inflicted again and again and again and again and/ flipped it/ to the love for her children nothing else matters”.

Christianity became very important to the black people when they were slaves.  It became their opportunity to learn how to read.  Within the bible were words that could keep them as slaves, and there were words that could literally free them.  Many slaves sought Christianity as a spiritual freedom, since they could not actually be free. The character Peaches talks about how “In church she learned/ how to be patient and keep wishin’, / The promise of eternal life after death/ for those that God bless” (Kweli).  Another piece mentions some of the struggles of Christianity.  Ursula Rucker is describing herself as a woman and she says that she is, “God-given, god fearing, god doubting”.  
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