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Evaluation of a Research Article

The purpose of the study was to see if African-American adolescents’ favorite songs contained drug references.  The researchers were concerned with the increasing amount of drug use among adolescents in the United States today.  The researchers found that the most popular genres that the adolescents listened to were R&B, Rap, and Gangsta Rap.  Only a few R&B songs had drug references, but the majority of Rap and Gangsta Rap songs had drug references.  

Component 1: The source of the research and of the funding.

The researchers were undergraduates at the Drug Abuse Research Program at Morgan State University and they were funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse.

Component 2:  The researchers who had contact with the participants.
The participants were given pen and paper questionnaires to fill out.

Component 3:  The individuals or objects studied and how they were selected.

Participants were from four middle schools in a south-eastern school district.  

Component 4:  The exact nature of the measurements made or questions asked.

The exact question asked was “Please list on the following lines your five favorite songs and the artist.”

Component 5:  The setting in which the measurements were taken.

Participants answered the question in a non-academic class at their school.  

Component 6:  Differences in the groups being compared, in addition to the factor of interest.

It would be interesting to see whether the group who listened to R&B music used more or less illegal drugs, compared to those who listened to Rap or Gangsta.

Component 7:  The extent or sized of any claimed effects or differences.

Step 1:  The research was a sample survey

Step 2: 

Step 3: Some of the problems that they had was it was not always very clear exactly which song the participants meant when they wrote it down.  

Step 4:  The information does not really seem complete.  I feel like they could have done a better job on researching the lyrics or just making sure that they had the right song or lyrics.

Step 5:  The results do make sense because I’ve always thought that there is more drug references in Rap then there is in R&B music.  
Step 6:  An alternative explanation for the results is that the song might repeat the lyrics, therefore referencing the drug more, but the lyrics do not show that.

Step 7:  No, the results are not very meaningful in my own personal life.  

