PAGE  
Rogers 1

Nicole Rogers

Dr. Martha J. Bianco

UNST: 123G

16 June 2006
End-of-Year Critical Essay

Part 1:


The research question was whether rap music’s lyrics were representative of gender relationships in today’s society.  The article especially focused on violent and misogynist lyrics.  The method used in the research article was gathering 490 song lyrics from 1987-1993 by thirteen different artists.  Then the author classified the seriousness of misogynist or violent lyrics and how often they occurred.  And lastly, the author deconstructed the lyrics to determine if they were related to gender relationships in today’s society.  What the author found was that 22% of the lyrics contained misogynist and violent lyrics.  What they found relating to gender relationships is that gangsta rap has to do with patriarchal hegemony.
Part 2:

Component 1:  The source of the research and of the funding.

The researcher was from Murray State University and the paper is revised version of a paper that was at the sixty-ninth annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association in San Francisco California.  
Component 2:  The researchers who had contact with the participants.

The researcher didn’t have contact with the participants because there were not really participants. The researcher evaluated lyrics.

Component 3:  The individuals or objects studied and how they were selected.  

The criterion was many lyrics of gangsta rap music from 1987 to 1993 by the same artists.  The researcher picked artists who were popular and had a reputation.
Component 4:  The exact nature of the measurements made or questions asked.  
The violence and misogynist was categorized into four different things: assault, forcible rape, murder, and a combined rape and murder.  
Component 5: The setting in which the measurements were taken.

Component 6:  Differences in the groups being compared, in addition to the factor of interest.

The four themes of violent music being compared were assault, forcible rape, murder, and combined rape and murder.  
Component 7:  The extent or size of any claimed effects or differences.

Step 1:  The research was a sample of lyrics.

Step 2:  The kind of sample was chosen based on popularity and in a time limit.

Step 3:  Some of the problems were that there were too many songs to interpret them all in a research article.

Step 4:  The information seems complete to me.

Step 5:   The results make sense to me because I already knew that gangsta rap contained a lot of violent and misogynist lyrics.

Step 6:  An alternative explanation for the results is that only popular gangsta rap has violent or misogynist lyrics.

Step 7:  The results are meaningful in sociological issues because the words are violence against women.  Also people are influenced by the music and words that they listen to.   

Part 3

The article ties in with what I’ve learned in Forbidden Knowledge because we have been talking about rap music all of third term.  Rap music has to do with Forbidden Knowledge because rap artists are trying to express their oppression.  They take out their anger on women to try and gain a sense of control and power in a society where they have none.  
