Week 6:  Beyond the Appalachians

Introduction

This section of Geography 366 often feels, to me, like a necessary barrier to get past – kind of like those north-south trending mountain ranges that got in the way of the westward movement in North America.  I mean, who really cares about Ohio and Tennessee and Alabama and places like that back on the other side of the Big Muddy (as my grandfather, Albert Bass Rich, called the Mississippi River).  Ok, I recognize those are the ramblings of an ethnocentric western guy.  Truth is, at that point in American history, the land over the Appalachian Mountains was the west, the frontier.  And those mountains, small in comparison to our “real” western mountains, were a significant barrier to settlement and a big problem in the need to integrate this region into the nation as a whole.  After all, we didn’t want to lose our hold on this vast inland region; and we didn’t want those Kentucky and Tennessee types to declare independence from the rest of us.  Thus, this section provides an important lesson in historical geography – one which gives us the opportunity to really think about the importance of the landscape (physical geography) and its influence. 

Learning Objectives

1. To appreciate the role of physical geography in the history of the United States; specifically in the Trans-Appalachian region.

2. To understand the process by which the Native Americas were almost totally disenfranchised during this era (repeat of Objective from last week).

3. To understand the patterns of settlement, growth and statehood in the Trans-Appalachia region.

4. To know the high points of the transportation, communication and economic linkages within the region and in linking with the states of the Atlantic seaboard.

Required Reading

· Textbook -  The rest of Chapter 7; pages 154-164.

· Textbook –  Chapter 8:  “Beyond the Appalachians, 1815-1860.”

· Instructor’s Notes and all embedded Internet links.

Instructor’s Notes
Chapter 7

This is not the most readable part of your text – there, I said it.  However, the latter part of Chapter 7 is easy to navigate.  The population map on page 156 and the Population data on page 157 tell a very intriguing story about the settlement history of the region; in particular, you see the initial growth in the Kentucky and Tennessee Basin, where rich agricultural lands were identified early on; your text describes this as “heading for the best land.”   How did they get past the mountains; well, you have certainly heard of the Cumberland Gap – and there were many other gaps in the mountains that permitted transport.  Relate this pattern of migration and settlement to the creation of new states (Figure 7.9) and you can see what happened.  You might also want to spend some time looking at the Additional Resources below on physical geography; I especially recommend the USGS page on physiographic regions of the United States. 

The issue of admitting new states was a very interesting study in geography because it came right down to “slave or free.”  Read about this in the section “Statehood two by two” and look at the Map of the Missouri Compromise.   A few other web sites that I would ask you to look at relate to other geographic themes.  In particular, it was a colorful era of road building – roads across and around the mountains - and canals to create hydrologic connections that didn’t exist in nature.  In particular, read about the National Road and the Erie Canal (see Map).  These are probably the two most famous examples of this era, one that came to an end after a few decades with the growth of railroads.   Other related links on these are listed below.  

Chapter 8

See your writing Assignment for this week.  And, even if you don’t do this particular assignment, please give this chapter some of your attention.

Final Word

Talk about unfinished business!   Chapter 8 ends with the year 1860, a time in which the nation was absolutely polarized by the issue of slavery and the desire for the southern half of the country to form their own nation in which they could maintain a slave-based economy.  And, of course, we had long since forgotten the original inhabitants, most of whom had been packed up and sent across the Mississippi River to reservations.   Thus, I refer you back to the notion of Indian land cessions that you read about last week, and hope that you will look back through some of that material.

Additional Resources

Westward Movement – good lecture on the background to this era if you need it.

Geologic Provinces of the United States – US Geological Survey



 HYPERLINK "http://countrystudies.us/united-states/geography.htm" 

United States Geography – country studies

Physical Geography of the United States
History of Cumberland Gap
Erie Canal Webfest
Canal – Heritage Trails
National Road – Drive it Today!
Blue Ridge Country
Cherokee Trail of Tears:  1838-1839
Motorcycle Web Site
Slave States vs. Free States – 2004 election
Heading West – Mapping the Territory; 1540-1900
Andrew Johnson’s Case for the Removal Act of 1830
Cherokee Trail of Tears:  1838-1839
Note:  the lower part of this list includes resources from last week; still relevant!

National Atlas of the United States
Animated Atlas of Territorial Growth
The Great Compromise
Indian Land Cessions – millions of maps, millions of cessions

Native American Lands and Maps
Jefferson and the Indians:  The Tragic Fate of the First Americans
Native American Voices – Digital History 

Historical Maps of the United States
