Week 4:  British Colonial America 

The week of January 24 – 30, 2005
Introduction

This is the era that we learn most about in our high school American History courses:  the great saga of the British Colonies.  Chapter 5 covers the 17th century, an era in which patterns of culture, land use, etc. were transplanted from England, mostly by first-generation settlers – the process of “Europeanization.”  Chapter 6, on the other hand, covers the 18th century, a time of rapid growth and expansion, when a new nation begin to distinguish itself as quite different from England – the process of “Americanization.”  These two chapters are long and absolutely crammed with detail; and they are not as rich in graphics as some of the other chapters.  However, if you use the Learning Objectives as a guide, I think you will have an easy time understanding the most important material.  

By the way – if you haven’t already done so, I would suggest that you keep a good atlas on North America close at hand, so that you can locate places that are unfamiliar to you.  After all, Geography is a spatial discipline. 

Learning Objectives

1. To understand the motivations that fueled the migration of peoples from the British Isles to the Atlantic seaboard of North America

2. To understand the differences between the British colonial experience and that of the French and Spanish.

3. To explain the great differences in the development of the two primary nodes of settlement – the Chesapeake region and New England.

4. To refer back to the meaning of “Europeanization” and “Americanization” in the introductory discussion of Enduring Themes (see p. 16 in your text).

5. To study and understand the profound cultural transformations that occurred during this era, in particular the impact on the Native Americans, and the phenomenal growth of the African Slave trade.  

Required Reading

· Textbook:  Chapter 5:  “The Colonial Origins of Anglo-America”

· Textbook:  Chapter 6:  “Colonial America in the 18th Century”

· Instructor’s Notes and all embedded Internet links.

Instructor’s Notes
Introduction

In the 17th century (1600s) nearly 200,000 immigrants left their homelands of Great Britain and continental Europe for the "New World.” For three generations, North America represented to these peoples a chance to gain political and religious freedoms and to achieve greater social and economic status.  This is a story about ordinary people who took a risk.  Leaving behind family, friends and familiar circumstances, they traveled to the "New World," a world defined as a wilderness inhabited by "savages."  Despite fears and setbacks, they succeeded in developing viable colonies for the British Empire.  More importantly, they established political, religious and social institutions that were both different and more liberal than those of their "mother country."  

Yet, the reality that these immigrants used British America as a social laboratory came at a price:  Alongside their implementation of the more progressive institutional structures, these settlers established a labor system of African slaves and threatened the very existence of Native Americans.  An estimated 300,000 West Africans were forcibly transported to the New World during the 17th century.  Though most went to the Caribbean Islands, some were sold in the British colonies.  Consequently, the initial presence of enslaved Africans in colonial America became a key factor that defined the first 150 years of this nation’s history.  The fate of Native Americans also defines much of our early history.  Small pox, warfare, and loss of land took the lives of one million Native Americans by 1700.  The survivors found themselves no longer in control of their own lives.  Instead, they, like the enslaved Africans, were subordinated to the “white man’s” rule.  (Note:  this introduction is adapted from the Cerritos College WebPage)

“Push” factors that encouraged migration from England to Americas

Here is my list – look for details in your text:

· England is overpopulated

· England needs more markets for woolen goods

· England needs precious metals

· England needs source of resources in new world

· England needs short route to Indies

· England has duty to propagate protestant Christianity

Environment of the Atlantic Seaboard

See text section “The New World Environment”
Administrative Structure of British Colonies

You may recall that New Spain and New France were administered from capitals established in the Americas.  The British colonial experience was quite different, in that the British Crown granted charters to two companies – the Virginia Companies of London and Plymouth  - giving them the right to establish colonies and to administer them.  These resulted in the first two great colonial ventures on the Atlantic Seaboard:  The Jamestown Colony and the New England Colonies.  As you read this section in your text, be cognizant of the differences in development between these two locations.  To add more detail on the original colonies and their geographic characteristics, please read The Time Page – 13 Colonies.   Be sure to look at the maps that are linked in on this page.

The Chesapeake World

Look at the NOAA satellite photo of the Chesapeake Bay Region.  It will help you understand the pattern of settlement that occurred here, with many rivers providing access to the rich agricultural lands of the area.  See if you can locate the James River and the location of the Jamestown Colony (you might have to search the web a bit for a map).   You cannot read about the historical geography of this region without constant reference to King Tobacco; browse through the webpage, Tobacco in Virginia.  Don’t worry about all the detail, but allow yourself to get a sense of this history. 

The New England World

Refer again to the Time Page – 13 Colonies.  If you want to read more on the Pilgrims and the Puritans, see the additional resources below.  Otherwise, get back to your textbook.  Oh, there is a very interesting aspect of physical geography that was of great significance in the success (or lack thereof) of the early colonies – The Climate Puzzle.
1700-1775:  Growth and Expansion

Again, read your text; you are now into Chapter 6, reading about the geographic and economic growth of the colonies.  Table 6.1 and Figure 6.1 are particularly instructive.  You might enjoy knowing about the Fall Line  (Geologic Map); a great example of the influence of physical geography on the pattern of settlement.  Look at the population maps in your text that illustrated the spatial pattern of growth and settlement.   Remember, last week you read about the French and Indian War which expelled France from North America.  Thus, they were no longer an impediment to the movement of British colonists to the interior,  across the Appalachians.

Chesapeake and New England – differences in physical geography, culture, economy, methods of land subdivision, etc., etc.

This would make a good question.  These two primary nuclei of British settlement developed in very, very different ways.  Differences that eventually led to Civil War in the 1860s.  Please be cognizant of the vast differences as you read the chapter and the imbedded resources.

Independence

When you took American history in high school you probably learned a lot about the War on Independence.  So, we won’t discuss it in this course.  We will note that at the end of Chapter 6 the there were 13 separate colonies strung along the Atlantic Seaboard.  While the Virginia and Massachusetts colonies were the largest, there were indeed eleven others.  They were all different, had their own charters, their own patterns of settlement and economic activity.  What they had in common was a short-fuse, impatience with the seemingly oppressive rule by the King of England – far away across the sea.   When you move forward into Chapter 7 next week, you will encounter a new nation, when with lots of geographic conundrums to sort out.  Interesting story – stay tuned!

Additional Resources – these are not required reading, but they sure are

interesting (at least to me)

Making British America – Cerritos College Webpage

Colonial Charters, Grants and Related Documents – Yale Law School 

Rare Map Collection – Colonial America
The African Slave Trade – A Visual Record
Pilgrims and Puritans
Dutch and Swedish Settlements in Early America 

King Philip’s War
Historical Maps of the United States
French and Indian War – great resource from Ohio History pages

